
Be a Light
by Tricia Berg

But everything exposed by the light becomes visible—and everything that is
illuminated becomes a light. Ephesians 5:13

Just think - if God hadn't designed the moon so that it would light up when the
sun shone on it, then we wouldn't see it at all, would we? That's how it is with
believers. He shines His light on (and in) us, and the world is supposed to see
HIM when they look at us - the light of the world reflecting the Light of the
world. What an amazing designer and teacher our Sovereign God is!

Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world. Whoever
follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” John 8:12

How's your light shining today? We all know the song, "This Little Light of Mine
(I'm Gonna Let It Shine)." God's Word is a light for our path and a lamp for our
feet. (Psa. 119:105) If we want to keep our lamps burning brightly, we need
to be in the Word so that we really do reflect the light instead of the letting
darkness of the world dim our light as we get distracted, possibly causing us to
stray from the truth that we're supposed to be proclaiming to everyone. (Matt.
6, Matt. 13) If we don't keep our lamps lit and shining brightly, then we will
stumble, and those around us who have no lamps of their own yet will not be
able to find their way to the Light of the world (Jesus). If someone is lost, they
don't need someone to say, "enjoy your journey, all roads lead home," but to
be pointed in the right direction. The path is NARROW and it ends when we
arrive at our destination. Until then, we’re all works in progress. (Matt. 7:13-14,
2Pet. 1:3-15, Jam. 1:12)

This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is
light, and in him is no darkness at all. If we say we have fellowship with him
while we walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. But if we walk
in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the
blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. If we say we have no sin, we
deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is
faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness. If we say we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his
word is not in us. 1 John 1:5-10

Therefore let us leave the elementary doctrine of Christ and go on to maturity,
not laying again a foundation of repentance from dead works and of faith
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toward God, and of instruction about baptisms, the laying on of hands, the
resurrection of the dead, and eternal judgment. And this we will do if God
permits. For it is impossible, in the case of those who have once been
enlightened, who have tasted the heavenly gift, and have shared in the Holy
Spirit, and have tasted the goodness of the word of God and the powers of the
age to come, and then have fallen away, to restore them again to repentance,
since they are crucifying once again the Son of God to their own harm and
holding him up to contempt. For land that has drunk the rain that often falls on
it, and produces a crop useful to those for whose sake it is cultivated, receives
a blessing from God. But if it bears thorns and thistles, it is worthless and near
to being cursed, and its end is to be burned. Though we speak in this way, yet
in your case, beloved, we feel sure of better things—things that belong to
salvation. For God is not unjust so as to overlook your work and the love that
you have shown for his name in serving the saints, as you still do. And we
desire each one of you to show the same earnestness to have the full assurance
of hope until the end, so that you may not be sluggish, but imitators of those
who through faith and patience inherit the promises. Hebrews 6:1-12

But recall the former days when, after you were enlightened, you endured a
hard struggle with sufferings, sometimes being publicly exposed to reproach
and affliction, and sometimes being partners with those so treated. For you had
compassion on those in prison, and you joyfully accepted the plundering of your
property, since you knew that you yourselves had a better possession and an
abiding one. Therefore do not throw away your confidence, which has a great
reward. For you have need of endurance, so that when you have done the will
of God you may receive what is promised. For, “Yet a little while, and the
coming one will come and will not delay; but my righteous one shall live by
faith, and if he shrinks back, my soul has no pleasure in him.” But we are not
of those who shrink back and are destroyed, but of those who have faith and
preserve their souls. Hebrews 10:32-39

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great
mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheritance that is
imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, who by God’s
power are being guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in
the last time. In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, you
have been grieved by various trials, so that the tested genuineness of your
faith—more precious than gold that perishes though it is tested by fire—may be
found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ.
Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though you do not now see him,
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you believe in him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory,
obtaining the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 1 Peter 1:3-9
The context of the verse at the top is a warning for the children of God not to
live like the children of darkness, but to shine our lights and expose their deeds
for what they are–evil. In Matt. 5:16, "letting our lights shine" doesn’t mean
making ourselves popular by approving of others’ sins, all the while joining with
unbelievers in condemning fellow believers as "self-righteous" for trying to live
in a god-pleasing way. (Matt. 5:10-12, 2Tim. 3:12-17, John 15:18-21, 1John
3:11-15) God at no time ever said that He delights in anyone's disobedience -
not especially that of His adopted children. (1Thess. 4:3-8, Gal. 6:1)

Follow God’s example, therefore, as dearly loved children and walk in the way
of love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering
and sacrifice to God. But among you there must not be even a hint of sexual
immorality, or of any kind of impurity, or of greed, because these are improper
for God’s holy people. Nor should there be obscenity, foolish talk or coarse
joking, which are out of place, but rather thanksgiving. For of this you can be
sure: No immoral, impure or greedy person—such a person is an idolater—has
any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God. Let no one deceive you
with empty words, for because of such things God’s wrath comes on those who
are disobedient. Therefore do not be partners with them. For you were once
darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children of light (for the
fruit of the light consists in all goodness, righteousness and truth) and find out
what pleases the Lord. Have nothing to do with the fruitless deeds of darkness,
but rather expose them. It is shameful even to mention what the disobedient
do in secret. But everything exposed by the light becomes visible—and
everything that is illuminated becomes a light. This is why it is said: “Wake up,
sleeper, rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.” Be very careful, then,
how you live—not as unwise but as wise, making the most of every opportunity,
because the days are evil. Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the
Lord’s will is. Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be
filled with the Spirit, speaking to one another with psalms, hymns, and songs
from the Spirit. Sing and make music from your heart to the Lord, always giving
thanks to God the Father for everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Ephesians 5:1-20

For if you live according to the flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to
death the deeds of the body, you will live. For all who are led by the Spirit of
God are sons of God. For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back
into fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry,
“Abba! Father!” The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are
children of God, and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with
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Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with
him. Romans 8:13-17

As obedient children, do not be conformed to the passions of your former
ignorance, but as he who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your
conduct, since it is written, “You shall be holy, for I am holy.” And if you call on
him as Father who judges impartially according to each one’s deeds, conduct
yourselves with fear throughout the time of your exile, knowing that you were
ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your forefathers, not with
perishable things such as silver or gold, but with the precious blood of Christ,
like that of a lamb without blemish or spot. He was foreknown before the
foundation of the world but was made manifest in the last times for the sake of
you who through him are believers in God, who raised him from the dead and
gave him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God. Having purified your
souls by your obedience to the truth for a sincere brotherly love, love one
another earnestly from a pure heart, since you have been born again, not of
perishable seed but of imperishable, through the living and abiding word of
God; for “All flesh is like grass and all its glory like the flower of grass. The
grass withers, and the flower falls, but the word of the Lord remains forever.”
And this word is the good news that was preached to you. 1 Peter 1:14-25

There's a song called "Shine, Jesus, Shine" that many of us know as well. For
Him to shine through us, we need to KNOW Him so that we don't preach
"another Jesus." (2Cor. 11:1-4, Jude 1:4) There generally seems to be three
false versions of Him: one who hates sinners, one who loves sin, or one who is
just one of many ways to heaven. He is the ONLY way (John 14:6), and He still
hates sin and loves sinners, enough to lay down His life for us when He finished
His work of redemption, freeing us from both the penalty of our sins AND from
our enslavement to "obey" our old desire to sin. Telling a sinner that Jesus
hates them is like throwing a person who can’t swim in the deep end of the
pool. Telling a sinner that there is another way to heaven is like tossing an
imaginary floatation device to someone who’s drowning. Telling a newly saved
person that Jesus loves sin is like throwing an anvil to someone who just
learned to swim. None of those things will improve their circumstances. When
we’re saved, we "put on Christ" and crucify the flesh (die to its desires) instead
of gratifying it (giving in to sin's power over us to lure us back into
disobedience). (Rom. 6)

Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is
condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only Son
of God. And this is the judgment: the light has come into the world, and people
loved the darkness rather than the light because their works were evil. For
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everyone who does wicked things hates the light and does not come to the
light, lest his works should be exposed. But whoever does what is true comes
to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that his works have been carried out
in God.” John 3:18-21

Besides this you know the time, that the hour has come for you to wake from
sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we first believed. The night
is far gone; the day is at hand. So then let us cast off the works of darkness
and put on the armor of light. Let us walk properly as in the daytime, not in
orgies and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and sensuality, not in
quarreling and jealousy. But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no
provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. Romans 13:11-14

For, speaking loud boasts of folly, they entice by sensual passions of the flesh
those who are barely escaping from those who live in error. They promise them
freedom, but they themselves are slaves of corruption. For whatever overcomes
a person, to that he is enslaved. For if, after they have escaped the defilements
of the world through the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they
are again entangled in them and overcome, the last state has become worse
for them than the first. For it would have been better for them never to have
known the way of righteousness than after knowing it to turn back from the
holy commandment delivered to them. What the true proverb says has
happened to them: “The dog returns to its own vomit, and the sow, after
washing herself, returns to wallow in the mire.” 2 Peter 2:18-22

Since therefore Christ suffered in the flesh, arm yourselves with the same way
of thinking, for whoever has suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin, so as to
live for the rest of the time in the flesh no longer for human passions but for the
will of God. For the time that is past suffices for doing what the Gentiles want
to do, living in sensuality, passions, drunkenness, orgies, drinking parties, and
lawless idolatry. With respect to this they are surprised when you do not join
them in the same flood of debauchery, and they malign you; but they will give
account to him who is ready to judge the living and the dead. 1 Peter 4:1-5
 
But God’s firm foundation stands, bearing this seal: “The Lord knows those who
are his,” and, “Let everyone who names the name of the Lord depart from
iniquity.” Now in a great house there are not only vessels of gold and silver but
also of wood and clay, some for honorable use, some for dishonorable.
Therefore, if anyone cleanses himself from what is dishonorable, he will be a
vessel for honorable use, set apart as holy, useful to the master of the house,
ready for every good work. So flee youthful passions and pursue righteousness,
faith, love, and peace, along with those who call on the Lord from a pure heart.
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Have nothing to do with foolish, ignorant controversies; you know that they
breed quarrels. And the Lord’s servant must not be quarrelsome but kind to
everyone, able to teach, patiently enduring evil, correcting his opponents with
gentleness. God may perhaps grant them repentance leading to a knowledge
of the truth, and they may come to their senses and escape from the snare of
the devil, after being captured by him to do his will. 2 Timothy 2:19-26

In your struggle against sin you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding
your blood. And have you forgotten the exhortation that addresses you as
sons? “My son, do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord, nor be weary
when reproved by him. For the Lord disciplines the one he loves, and chastises
every son whom he receives.” It is for discipline that you have to endure. God
is treating you as sons. For what son is there whom his father does not
discipline? If you are left without discipline, in which all have participated, then
you are illegitimate children and not sons. Besides this, we have had earthly
fathers who disciplined us and we respected them. Shall we not much more be
subject to the Father of spirits and live? For they disciplined us for a short time
as it seemed best to them, but he disciplines us for our good, that we may
share his holiness. For the moment all discipline seems painful rather than
pleasant, but later it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness to those who
have been trained by it. Therefore lift your drooping hands and strengthen your
weak knees, and make straight paths for your feet, so that what is lame may
not be put out of joint but rather be healed. Strive for peace with everyone, and
for the holiness without which no one will see the Lord. See to it that no one
fails to obtain the grace of God; that no “root of bitterness” springs up and
causes trouble, and by it many become defiled; that no one is sexually immoral
or unholy like Esau, who sold his birthright for a single meal. For you know that
afterward, when he desired to inherit the blessing, he was rejected, for he
found no chance to repent, though he sought it with tears. Hebrews 12:4-17

In the Parable of the Ten Virgins (Matt. 25), only half had oil in their lamps and
were ready to go with the bridegroom when he arrived to take them. Who they
are meant to be is disputed, but many believe that they represent those
faithfully waiting for Jesus to take the ones who belong to Him to the place He
has prepared for them. (John 14:2-3, John 17:6, 1Cor. 15:51-52, 1Thess.
4:16-17, 1Cor. 2:9-10) Regardless, we are told to keep watch and be ready
throughout the New Testament, so there is no avoiding that the advice in the
parable applies to the church. All ten virgins had oil in their lamps at the outset,
and all ran low by the time he arrived. However, five had brought along extra
oil, and five apparently didn't think it was necessary. It would seem that they
thought the bridegroom would come for them before they ran out, so just one
"filling" of their lamps with oil would be sufficient until that time. Perhaps they

-6-



were told that all God expects is a verbal confession of faith, and they believed
it–fully expecting that their first love being the world wouldn’t matter to Jesus.
(Matt. 25:10-13, Rev. 2:4-5, Jam. 4:4) Our attitude is supposed to be such that
our old self has died, and we now live to serve and please Jesus, manifesting
His life. (1 Cor. 12:4-11, Gal. 2:20)

Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the
love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world—the desires of the
flesh and the desires of the eyes and pride of life—is not from the Father but is
from the world. And the world is passing away along with its desires, but
whoever does the will of God abides forever. 1 John 2:15-17

Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies,
it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. Whoever loves his life loses
it, and whoever hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. If anyone
serves me, he must follow me; and where I am, there will my servant be also.
If anyone serves me, the Father will honor him. “Now is my soul troubled. And
what shall I say? ‘Father, save me from this hour’? But for this purpose I have
come to this hour. Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice came from heaven:
“I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” John 12:24-28

Then Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny
himself and take up his cross and follow me. For whoever would save his life
will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. For what will it
profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his soul? Or what shall a
man give in return for his soul? For the Son of Man is going to come with his
angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will repay each person according
to what he has done. Matthew 16:24-27

Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth. For
you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ who is
your life appears, then you also will appear with him in glory. Put to death
therefore what is earthly in you: sexual immorality, impurity, passion, evil
desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. On account of these the wrath of
God is coming. In these you too once walked, when you were living in them.
But now you must put them all away: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and
obscene talk from your mouth. Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have
put off the old self with its practices and have put on the new self, which is
being renewed in knowledge after the image of its creator. Colossians 3:2-10

For the love of Christ controls us, because we have concluded this: that one has
died for all, therefore all have died; and he died for all, that those who live
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might no longer live for themselves but for him who for their sake died and was
raised. From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even
though we once regarded Christ according to the flesh, we regard him thus no
longer. Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has
passed away; behold, the new has come. 2 Corinthians 5:14-17

Jesus warned more than once His return would seem to us to be delayed and
to keep watch (which means to be in a state of readiness - not engrossed in the
cares of the world, "asleep" or "drunk" with its temporary pleasures). After we
come to faith, it's our responsibility to "keep our lamps lit" with God's word–not
to take it for granted and neglect it as though it were common instead of
precious. Our faith came as a gift from the Holy Spirit from hearing the Word,
and the flame that was lit inside of us at that time is maintained the same
way–not against our will by force, but by our own conscious choice. Nothing we
can do will save someone else–each person is saved by God individually. The
wise virgins could not give their oil to the foolish, and neither can we.

So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ. Romans
10:17

And so, from the day we heard, we have not ceased to pray for you, asking that
you may be filled with the knowledge of his will in all spiritual wisdom and
understanding, so as to walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to
him, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God.
May you be strengthened with all power, according to his glorious might, for all
endurance and patience with joy, giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified
you to share in the inheritance of the saints in light. He has delivered us from
the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son,
in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. He is the image of the
invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. For by him all things were created,
in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or
rulers or authorities—all things were created through him and for him. And he
is before all things, and in him all things hold together. And he is the head of
the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in
everything he might be preeminent. For in him all the fullness of God was
pleased to dwell, and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on
earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross. And you, who once
were alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, he has now reconciled in
his body of flesh by his death, in order to present you holy and blameless and
above reproach before him, if indeed you continue in the faith, stable and
steadfast, not shifting from the hope of the gospel that you heard, which has

-8-



been proclaimed in all creation under heaven, and of which I, Paul, became a
minister. Colossians 1:9-23

But you must remember, beloved, the predictions of the apostles of our Lord
Jesus Christ. They said to you, “In the last time there will be scoffers, following
their own ungodly passions.” It is these who cause divisions, worldly people,
devoid of the Spirit. But you, beloved, building yourselves up in your most holy
faith and praying in the Holy Spirit, keep yourselves in the love of God, waiting
for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ that leads to eternal life. And have mercy
on those who doubt; save others by snatching them out of the fire; to others
show mercy with fear, hating even the garment stained by the flesh. Jude
1:17-23

Jesus said to love one another as He loved us, and that involves obeying Him
as He obeyed His Father - that is what His true disciples and friends are
expected to do. They "bear fruit" as they abide in Him because of His Spirit in
them. Without faith it is impossible to please God (Heb. 11:6), and without
abiding in Jesus, we can't bear fruit - it's His Spirit who produces it and
transforms us into His image. No amount of effort on our part to do good works
will produce the fruit He is looking for. We must be born again (John 3:3-8) and
rest in HIS works, then He will abide in us and we in Him. THEN the works
(fruits) that result will be pleasing and acceptable to God. If it worked the other
way around, that would be saving ourselves, our own way, which is impossible.
Again, good works WILL result IF He abides in us and us in Him. Suffice to say
that His works are NOT to continue satisfying the urges of the old, crucified
flesh. (Rom. 12:1-2)

“If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the Father,
and he will give you another Helper, to be with you forever, even the Spirit of
truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows
him. You know him, for he dwells with you and will be in you. “I will not leave
you as orphans; I will come to you. Yet a little while and the world will see me
no more, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. In that day you
will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. Whoever has my
commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves me. And he who loves me
will be loved by my Father, and I will love him and manifest myself to him.”
Judas (not Iscariot) said to him, “Lord, how is it that you will manifest yourself
to us, and not to the world?” Jesus answered him, “If anyone loves me, he will
keep my word, and my Father will love him, and we will come to him and make
our home with him. Whoever does not love me does not keep my words. And
the word that you hear is not mine but the Father’s who sent me. These things
I have spoken to you while I am still with you. But the Helper, the Holy Spirit,
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whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things and bring
to your remembrance all that I have said to you.” John 14:15-26

"I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. Every branch in me that
does not bear fruit he takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he
prunes, that it may bear more fruit. Already you are clean because of the word
that I have spoken to you. Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear
fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in
me. I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him,
he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. If anyone
does not abide in me he is thrown away like a branch and withers; and the
branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. If you abide in me,
and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you.
By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my
disciples. As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love.
If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept
my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. These things I have spoken
to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full. This is my
commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. Greater love
has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends. You are my
friends if you do what I command you. No longer do I call you servants, for the
servant does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends,
for all that I have heard from my Father I have made known to you. You did not
choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear
fruit and that your fruit should abide, so that whatever you ask the Father in my
name, he may give it to you. These things I command you, so that you will love
one another." John 15:1-17

“I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in me through
their word, that they may all be one, just as you, Father, are in me, and I in
you, that they also may be in us, so that the world may believe that you have
sent me. The glory that you have given me I have given to them, that they may
be one even as we are one, I in them and you in me, that they may become
perfectly one, so that the world may know that you sent me and loved them
even as you loved me. Father, I desire that they also, whom you have given
me, may be with me where I am, to see my glory that you have given me
because you loved me before the foundation of the world. O righteous Father,
even though the world does not know you, I know you, and these know that
you have sent me. I made known to them your name, and I will continue to
make it known, that the love with which you have loved me may be in them,
and I in them.” John 17:20-26
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My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But
if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the
righteous. He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for
the sins of the whole world. And by this we know that we have come to know
him, if we keep his commandments. Whoever says “I know him” but does not
keep his commandments is a liar, and the truth is not in him, but whoever
keeps his word, in him truly the love of God is perfected. By this we may know
that we are in him: whoever says he abides in him ought to walk in the same
way in which he walked. Beloved, I am writing you no new commandment, but
an old commandment that you had from the beginning. The old commandment
is the word that you have heard. At the same time, it is a new commandment
that I am writing to you, which is true in him and in you, because the darkness
is passing away and the true light is already shining. Whoever says he is in the
light and hates his brother is still in darkness. Whoever loves his brother abides
in the light, and in him there is no cause for stumbling. But whoever hates his
brother is in the darkness and walks in the darkness, and does not know where
he is going, because the darkness has blinded his eyes. 1 John 2:1-11

For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own
doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast. For
we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God
prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them. Ephesians 2:8-10

So then, there remains a Sabbath rest for the people of God, for whoever has
entered God’s rest has also rested from his works as God did from his. Let us
therefore strive to enter that rest, so that no one may fall by the same sort of
disobedience. For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any
two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of
marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart. And no
creature is hidden from his sight, but all are naked and exposed to the eyes of
him to whom we must give account. Hebrews 4:9-13

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, training us
to renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled,
upright, and godly lives in the present age, waiting for our blessed hope, the
appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, who gave
himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for himself a
people for his own possession who are zealous for good works. Declare these
things; exhort and rebuke with all authority. Let no one disregard you. Titus
2:11-15
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Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not only as in my
presence but much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear
and trembling, for it is God who works in you, both to will and to work for his
good pleasure. Do all things without grumbling or disputing, that you may be
blameless and innocent, children of God without blemish in the midst of a
crooked and twisted generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world,
holding fast to the word of life, so that in the day of Christ I may be proud that
I did not run in vain or labor in vain. Philippians 2:12-16

But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh.
For the desires of the flesh are against the Spirit, and the desires of the Spirit
are against the flesh, for these are opposed to each other, to keep you from
doing the things you want to do. But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not
under the law. Now the works of the flesh are evident: sexual immorality,
impurity, sensuality, idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of anger,
rivalries, dissensions, divisions, envy, drunkenness, orgies, and things like
these. I warn you, as I warned you before, that those who do such things will
not inherit the kingdom of God. But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against
such things there is no law. And those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified
the flesh with its passions and desires. Galatians 5:16-24

Jesus also said we are to be the salt of the earth, and that salt that isn't salty
anymore is no good for anything (just like branches that don't bear fruit, or
lamps with no oil). So we need to keep that in mind when loving our neighbor
- they will perish without the truth the same way that food spoils without the
preservative of salt. And even as a seasoning, there is a happy spot with salt
where the food tastes best - too little is not enough and too much will also ruin
the food. (Eph. 4:11-32, 1Cor. 13:1-3) We need it within ourselves so that
what is inside of us is not rotten.

"You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness
be restored? It is no longer good for anything except to be thrown out and
trampled under people’s feet. You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill
cannot be hidden. Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on
a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the same way, let your light
shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to
your Father who is in heaven." Matthew 5:13-16

“Whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be
better for him if a great millstone were hung around his neck and he were
thrown into the sea. And if your hand causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better
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for you to enter life crippled than with two hands to go to hell, to the
unquenchable fire. And if your foot causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for
you to enter life lame than with two feet to be thrown into hell. And if your eye
causes you to sin, tear it out. It is better for you to enter the kingdom of God
with one eye than with two eyes to be thrown into hell, ‘where their worm does
not die and the fire is not quenched.’ For everyone will be salted with fire. Salt
is good, but if the salt has lost its saltiness, how will you make it salty again?
Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one another.” Mark 9:42-50

So for the sake of your tradition you have made void the word of God. You
hypocrites! Well did Isaiah prophesy of you, when he said: “‘This people honors
me with their lips, but their heart is far from me; in vain do they worship me,
teaching as doctrines the commandments of men.’” And he called the people
to him and said to them, “Hear and understand: it is not what goes into the
mouth that defiles a person, but what comes out of the mouth; this defiles a
person.” Then the disciples came and said to him, “Do you know that the
Pharisees were offended when they heard this saying?” He answered, “Every
plant that my heavenly Father has not planted will be rooted up. Let them
alone; they are blind guides. And if the blind lead the blind, both will fall into a
pit.” But Peter said to him, “Explain the parable to us.” And he said, “Are you
also still without understanding? Do you not see that whatever goes into the
mouth passes into the stomach and is expelled? But what comes out of the
mouth proceeds from the heart, and this defiles a person. For out of the heart
come evil thoughts, murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false witness,
slander. These are what defile a person. But to eat with unwashed hands does
not defile anyone.” Matthew 15:6-20

We need to love in both word and deed - and our motive IS love, not earning
salvation or hating anyone for falling short of our standards. ALL fall short of
God's standards, that is why we need Jesus. (Rom. 3:23-25) So we need to
show love by our actions, not only expressing good intentions - AND we need
to use actual words to convey the gospel. It doesn't profit anyone to gain the
world and lose their soul. (Matt. 16:24-27) Words or deeds alone are no better
than faith without works or works without faith. ( Jam. 1:13-27, Jam. 2:14-26)
We need both as evidence of genuine sincerity from our hearts. (Rom. 6:17-18)
We need both to know we are saved, and to subsequently know that we are
obeying Jesus' command to abide in Him and His love by loving one another,
even our enemies. (Matt. 5:43-48) Then we can look forward with great
anticipation and delight to what He has prepared for those who love Him. (1Cor.
2:9-10, 2Tim. 4:7-8, Heb. 6:1-12, Heb. 10:24-39, 1John 2:28-29, Jam. 1:12)
Let's NOT go to sleep on our watch. Let's not let everyone stumble around in
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the dark by failing to keep oil in our lamps. Let’s hold them high so that we can
shine the Light brightly for them to see. Let's be ready!

But you are not in darkness, brothers, for that day to surprise you like a thief.
For you are all children of light, children of the day. We are not of the night or
of the darkness. So then let us not sleep, as others do, but let us keep awake
and be sober. For those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk, are
drunk at night. But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, having put on
the breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. For
God has not destined us for wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord
Jesus Christ, who died for us so that whether we are awake or asleep we might
live with him. Therefore encourage one another and build one another up, just
as you are doing. 1 Thessalonians 5:4-11

Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also practices lawlessness; sin is
lawlessness. You know that he appeared in order to take away sins, and in him
there is no sin. No one who abides in him keeps on sinning; no one who keeps
on sinning has either seen him or known him. Little children, let no one deceive
you. Whoever practices righteousness is righteous, as he is righteous. Whoever
makes a practice of sinning is of the devil, for the devil has been sinning from
the beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the works
of the devil. No one born of God makes a practice of sinning, for God’s seed
abides in him, and he cannot keep on sinning because he has been born of God.
By this it is evident who are the children of God, and who are the children of the
devil: whoever does not practice righteousness is not of God, nor is the one
who does not love his brother. For this is the message that you have heard
from the beginning, that we should love one another. We should not be like
Cain, who was of the evil one and murdered his brother. And why did he
murder him? Because his own deeds were evil and his brother’s righteous. Do
not be surprised, brothers, that the world hates you. We know that we have
passed out of death into life, because we love the brothers. Whoever does not
love abides in death. Everyone who hates his brother is a murderer, and you
know that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him. By this we know love,
that he laid down his life for us, and we ought to lay down our lives for the
brothers. But if anyone has the world’s goods and sees his brother in need, yet
closes his heart against him, how does God’s love abide in him? Little children,
let us not love in word or talk but in deed and in truth. 1 John 3:4-18

If we are indeed lights in this dark world (Philip. 2:14-16), let’s reflect the Son
(Mal. 4:2) brightly! Consider if God’s light on us were the same as His LOVE for
us. Should we absorb it selfishly and keep it to ourselves like a dark stone or
should we reflect it for the world to see like a shiny white stone? The top verse
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says whatever is illuminated becomes a light. If we’re truly enlightened, then
that should make a difference to those around us. They should see His love in
us and be able to navigate the darkness in this world to find their way to Him
as well. Let’s not have”blood on our hands” because we knew the truth, but we
kept it to ourselves because it was easier. (Jam. 5:19-20, Ezek. 33, Mal. 3:13-
4:3) If we REALLY love people, we’ll warn them about what happens to people
who reject Jesus or claim to believe, but love sin instead of righteousness.

This is now the second letter that I am writing to you, beloved. In both of them
I am stirring up your sincere mind by way of reminder, that you should
remember the predictions of the holy prophets and the commandment of the
Lord and Savior through your apostles, knowing this first of all, that scoffers will
come in the last days with scoffing, following their own sinful desires. They will
say, “Where is the promise of his coming? For ever since the fathers fell asleep,
all things are continuing as they were from the beginning of creation.” For they
deliberately overlook this fact, that the heavens existed long ago, and the earth
was formed out of water and through water by the word of God, and that by
means of these the world that then existed was deluged with water and
perished. But by the same word the heavens and earth that now exist are
stored up for fire, being kept until the day of judgment and destruction of the
ungodly. But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day
is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. The Lord is not slow
to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not
wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance. But the
day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with
a roar, and the heavenly bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the earth
and the works that are done on it will be exposed. Since all these things are
thus to be dissolved, what sort of people ought you to be in lives of holiness
and godliness, waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because
of which the heavens will be set on fire and dissolved, and the heavenly bodies
will melt as they burn! But according to his promise we are waiting for new
heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells. Therefore, beloved,
since you are waiting for these, be diligent to be found by him without spot or
blemish, and at peace. And count the patience of our Lord as salvation, just as
our beloved brother Paul also wrote to you according to the wisdom given him,
as he does in all his letters when he speaks in them of these matters. There are
some things in them that are hard to understand, which the ignorant and
unstable twist to their own destruction, as they do the other Scriptures. You
therefore, beloved, knowing this beforehand, take care that you are not carried
away with the error of lawless people and lose your own stability. But grow in
the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be the
glory both now and to the day of eternity. Amen. 2 Peter 3:1-18
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Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, but
whoever drinks of the water that I will give him will never be thirsty again. The
water that I will give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to
eternal life.” John 4:13-14

Because of your great compassion you did not abandon them in the wilderness.
By day the pillar of cloud did not fail to guide them on their path, nor the pillar
of fire by night to shine on the way they were to take. You gave your good
Spirit to instruct them. You did not withhold your manna from their mouths, and
you gave them water for their thirst. Nehemiah 9:19-20

Be appalled, O heavens, at this; be shocked, be utterly desolate, declares the
LORD, for my people have committed two evils: they have forsaken me, the
fountain of living waters, and hewed out cisterns for themselves, broken
cisterns that can hold no water. Jeremiah 2:12-13

The Spirit and the Bride say, “Come.” And let the one who hears say, “Come.”
And let the one who is thirsty come; let the one who desires take the water of
life without price. Revelation 22:17

The earth is utterly broken, the earth is split apart, the earth is violently
shaken. The earth staggers like a drunken man; it sways like a hut; its
transgression lies heavy upon it, and it falls, and will not rise again. On that day
the LORD will punish the host of heaven, in heaven, and the kings of the earth,
on the earth. They will be gathered together as prisoners in a pit; they will be
shut up in a prison, and after many days they will be punished. Then the moon
will be confounded and the sun ashamed, for the LORD of hosts reigns on
Mount Zion and in Jerusalem, and his glory will be before his elders. Isaiah
24:19-23

Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. From his
presence earth and sky fled away, and no place was found for them. Revelation
20:11 And night will be no more. They will need no light of lamp or sun, for the
Lord God will be their light, and they will reign forever and ever. Revelation
22:5

You can download as many free pdf devotional articles as you wish from my blog
http://layoutfortoday.blogspot.com/ (The most recent articles are at the bottom of the page
after you click on the “free pdf downloads” tab at the top of the page.) You can also read this
article on my other blog where the Bible verses should pop up when you hover over the cites:
http://clotheyourselves.blogspot.com/ 

Written by Tricia Berg, Sep. 2017, 16pp. If this article has blessed you, please feel free to share
it without modifications (and of course, don’t claim it as your own or sell it).
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