
FEAR GOD, NOT MEN

Now I know that the LORD saves his anointed; he will answer him from his holy heaven with the
saving might of his right hand. Some trust in chariots and some in horses, but we trust in the name
of the LORD our God. They collapse and fall, but we rise and stand upright. Psalm 20:6-8

Woe to those who go down to Egypt for help and rely on horses, who trust in chariots because they
are many and in horsemen because they are very strong, but do not look to the Holy One of Israel
or consult the LORD! Isaiah 31:1

Sing to the LORD with thanksgiving; make melody to our God on the lyre! He covers the heavens
with clouds; he prepares rain for the earth; he makes grass grow on the hills. He gives to the beasts
their food, and to the young ravens that cry. His delight is not in the strength of the horse, nor his
pleasure in the legs of a man, but the LORD takes pleasure in those who fear him, in those who hope
in his steadfast love. Psalm 147:7-11

For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but cast them into hell and committed them to
chains of gloomy darkness to be kept until the judgment; if he did not spare the ancient world, but
preserved Noah, a herald of righteousness, with seven others, when he brought a flood upon the
world of the ungodly; if by turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah to ashes he condemned them
to extinction, making them an example of what is going to happen to the ungodly; and if he rescued
righteous Lot, greatly distressed by the sensual conduct of the wicked (for as that righteous man lived
among them day after day, he was tormenting his righteous soul over their lawless deeds that he saw
and heard); then the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from trials, and to keep the unrighteous
under punishment until the day of judgment, and especially those who indulge in the lust of defiling
passion and despise authority. 2 Peter 2:4-10

Now I want to remind you, although you once fully knew it, that Jesus, who saved a people out of
the land of Egypt, afterward destroyed those who did not believe. And the angels who did not stay
within their own position of authority, but left their proper dwelling, he has kept in eternal chains
under gloomy darkness until the judgment of the great day— just as Sodom and Gomorrah and the
surrounding cities, which likewise indulged in sexual immorality and pursued unnatural desire, serve
as an example by undergoing a punishment of eternal fire. Jude 1:5-7

For am I now seeking the favor of men, or of God? Or am I striving to please men? If I were still
trying to please men, I would not be a bondservant of Christ. Galatians 1:10

The people to whom I am sending you are obstinate and stubborn. Say to them, ‘This is what the
Sovereign LORD says.’ And whether they listen or fail to listen—for they are a rebellious
people—they will know that a prophet has been among them. And you, son of man, do not be afraid
of them or their words. Do not be afraid, though briers and thorns are all around you and you live
among scorpions. Do not be afraid of what they say or be terrified by them, though they are a
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rebellious people. You must speak my words to them, whether they listen or fail to listen, for they
are rebellious. Ezekiel 2:4-7

“The one who hears you hears me, and the one who rejects you rejects me, and the one who rejects
me rejects him who sent me.” The seventy-two returned with joy, saying, “Lord, even the demons
are subject to us in your name!” And he said to them, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven.
Behold, I have given you authority to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the
enemy, and nothing shall hurt you. Nevertheless, do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to
you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven.” In that same hour he rejoiced in the Holy
Spirit and said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that you have hidden these things
from the wise and understanding and revealed them to little children; yes, Father, for such was your
gracious will. All things have been handed over to me by my Father, and no one knows who the Son
is except the Father, or who the Father is except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to
reveal him.” Then turning to the disciples he said privately, “Blessed are the eyes that see what you
see! For I tell you that many prophets and kings desired to see what you see, and did not see it, and
to hear what you hear, and did not hear it.” Luke 10:16-24

Let no one deceive himself. If anyone among you thinks that he is wise in this age, let him become
a fool that he may become wise. For the wisdom of this world is folly with God. For it is written,
“He catches the wise in their craftiness,” and again, “The Lord knows the thoughts of the wise, that
they are futile.” 1 Corinthians 3:18-20

For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the
power of God. For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the
discerning I will thwart.” Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater
of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For since, in the wisdom of God,
the world did not know God through wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of what we preach
to save those who believe. For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, but we preach Christ
crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, but to those who are called, both Jews and
Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. For the foolishness of God is wiser than
men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men. For consider your calling, brothers: not many
of you were wise according to worldly standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble
birth. But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the
world to shame the strong; God chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that are not,
to bring to nothing things that are, so that no human being might boast in the presence of God. And
because of him you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, righteousness and
sanctification and redemption, so that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.”
1 Corinthians 1:18-31

“Behold, I am sending you out as sheep in the midst of wolves, so be wise as serpents and innocent
as doves. Beware of men, for they will deliver you over to courts and flog you in their synagogues,
and you will be dragged before governors and kings for my sake, to bear witness before them and
the Gentiles. When they deliver you over, do not be anxious how you are to speak or what you are
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to say, for what you are to say will be given to you in that hour. For it is not you who speak, but the
Spirit of your Father speaking through you. Brother will deliver brother over to death, and the father
his child, and children will rise against parents and have them put to death, and you will be hated by
all for my name’s sake. But the one who endures to the end will be saved. When they persecute you
in one town, flee to the next, for truly, I say to you, you will not have gone through all the towns of
Israel before the Son of Man comes. “A disciple is not above his teacher, nor a servant above his
master. It is enough for the disciple to be like his teacher, and the servant like his master. If they have
called the master of the house Beelzebul, how much more will they malign those of his household.
“So have no fear of them, for nothing is covered that will not be revealed, or hidden that will not be
known. What I tell you in the dark, say in the light, and what you hear whispered, proclaim on the
housetops. And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather fear him who can
destroy both soul and body in hell. Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? And not one of them will
fall to the ground apart from your Father. But even the hairs of your head are all numbered. Fear not,
therefore; you are of more value than many sparrows. So everyone who acknowledges me before
men, I also will acknowledge before my Father who is in heaven, but whoever denies me before men,
I also will deny before my Father who is in heaven. “Do not think that I have come to bring peace
to the earth. I have not come to bring peace, but a sword. For I have come to set a man against his
father, and a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law. And a
person’s enemies will be those of his own household. Whoever loves father or mother more than me
is not worthy of me, and whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me. And
whoever does not take his cross and follow me is not worthy of me. Whoever finds his life will lose
it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. “Whoever receives you receives me, and
whoever receives me receives him who sent me. The one who receives a prophet because he is a
prophet will receive a prophet’s reward, and the one who receives a righteous person because he is
a righteous person will receive a righteous person’s reward. And whoever gives one of these little
ones even a cup of cold water because he is a disciple, truly, I say to you, he will by no means lose
his reward.” Matthew 10:16-42

Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about to throw some of you into prison,
that you may be tested, and for ten days you will have tribulation. Be faithful unto death, and I will
give you the crown of life. Revelation 2:10

And if it is evil in your eyes to serve the LORD, choose this day whom you will serve, whether the
gods your fathers served in the region beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose land
you dwell. But as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD.” Joshua 24:15

Know this first of all, that in the last days mockers will come with their mocking, following after
their own lusts, and saying, "Where is the promise of His coming? For ever since the fathers fell
asleep, all continues just as it was from the beginning of creation." For when they maintain this, it
escapes their notice that by the word of God the heavens existed long ago and the earth was formed
out of water and by water, through which the world at that time was destroyed, being flooded with
water. But by His word the present heavens and earth are being reserved for fire, kept for the day of
judgment and destruction of ungodly men. But do not let this one fact escape your notice, beloved,
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that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years like one day. The Lord is
not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any
to perish but for all to come to repentance. But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, in which
the heavens will pass away with a roar and the elements will be destroyed with intense heat, and the
earth and its works will be burned up. Since all these things are to be destroyed in this way, what sort
of people ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness, looking for and hastening the coming of
the day of God, because of which the heavens will be destroyed by burning, and the elements will
melt with intense heat! But according to His promise we are looking for new heavens and a new
earth, in which righteousness dwells. Therefore, beloved, since you look for these things, be diligent
to be found by Him in peace, spotless and blameless, and regard the patience of our Lord as
salvation; just as also our beloved brother Paul, according to the wisdom given him, wrote to you,
as also in all his letters, speaking in them of these things, in which are some things hard to
understand, which the untaught and unstable distort, as they do also the rest of the Scriptures, to their
own destruction. You therefore, beloved, knowing this beforehand, be on your guard so that you are
not carried away by the error of unprincipled men and fall from your own steadfastness, but grow
in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory, both now and
to the day of eternity. Amen. 2 Peter 3:3-18

If the LORD delights in us, he will bring us into this land and give it to us, a land that flows with
milk and honey. Only do not rebel against the LORD. And do not fear the people of the land, for they
are bread for us. Their protection is removed from them, and the LORD is with us; do not fear them.”
Numbers 14:8-9

All these things my hand has made, and so all these things came to be, declares the LORD. But this
is the one to whom I will look: he who is humble and contrite in spirit and trembles at my word.
Isaiah 66:2

Open my lips, Lord, and my mouth will declare your praise. You do not delight in sacrifice, or I
would bring it; you do not take pleasure in burnt offerings. My sacrifice, O God, is a broken spirit;
a broken and contrite heart you, God, will not despise. Psalm 51:15-17

“And you, Solomon my son, know the God of your father and serve him with a whole heart and with
a willing mind, for the LORD searches all hearts and understands every plan and thought. If you seek
him, he will be found by you, but if you forsake him, he will cast you off forever.” 1 Chronicles 28:9

And all the people said to Samuel, “Pray for your servants to the LORD your God, that we may not
die, for we have added to all our sins this evil, to ask for ourselves a king.” And Samuel said to the
people, “Do not be afraid; you have done all this evil. Yet do not turn aside from following the
LORD, but serve the LORD with all your heart. And do not turn aside after empty things that cannot
profit or deliver, for they are empty. For the LORD will not forsake his people, for his great name’s
sake, because it has pleased the LORD to make you a people for himself. Moreover, as for me, far
be it from me that I should sin against the LORD by ceasing to pray for you, and I will instruct you
in the good and the right way. Only fear the LORD and serve him faithfully with all your heart. For
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consider what great things he has done for you. But if you still do wickedly, you shall be swept away,
both you and your king.” 1 Samuel 12:19-25

“Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or dismayed before the king of Assyria and all the horde
that is with him, for there are more with us than with him. With him is an arm of flesh, but with us
is the LORD our God, to help us and to fight our battles.” And the people took confidence from the
words of Hezekiah king of Judah. 2 Chronicles 32:7-8

Then Hezekiah the king and Isaiah the prophet, the son of Amoz, prayed because of this and cried
to heaven. And the LORD sent an angel, who cut off all the mighty warriors and commanders and
officers in the camp of the king of Assyria. So he returned with shame of face to his own land. And
when he came into the house of his god, some of his own sons struck him down there with the
sword. So the LORD saved Hezekiah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem from the hand of Sennacherib
king of Assyria and from the hand of all his enemies, and he provided for them on every side. And
many brought gifts to the LORD to Jerusalem and precious things to Hezekiah king of Judah, so that
he was exalted in the sight of all nations from that time onward. 2 Chronicles 32:20-23

Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees. Say to those who have an anxious heart,
“Be strong; fear not! Behold, your God will come with vengeance, with the recompense of God. He
will come and save you.” Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf
unstopped; then shall the lame man leap like a deer, and the tongue of the mute sing for joy. For
waters break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; the burning sand shall become a pool,
and the thirsty ground springs of water; in the haunt of jackals, where they lie down, the grass shall
become reeds and rushes. And a highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Way of Holiness;
the unclean shall not pass over it. It shall belong to those who walk on the way; even if they are
fools, they shall not go astray. No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; they
shall not be found there, but the redeemed shall walk there. And the ransomed of the LORD shall
return and come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain
gladness and joy, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. Isaiah 35:3-10

Therefore lift your drooping hands and strengthen your weak knees,  and make straight paths for your
feet, so that what is lame may not be put out of joint but rather be healed.  Strive for peace with
everyone, and for the holiness without which no one will see the Lord.  See to it that no one fails to
obtain the grace of God; that no “root of bitterness” springs up and causes trouble, and by it many
become defiled;  that no one is sexually immoral or unholy like Esau, who sold his birthright for a
single meal.  For you know that afterward, when he desired to inherit the blessing, he was rejected,
for he found no chance to repent, though he sought it with tears.  For you have not come to what may
be touched, a blazing fire and darkness and gloom and a tempest  and the sound of a trumpet and a
voice whose words made the hearers beg that no further messages be spoken to them.  For they could
not endure the order that was given, “If even a beast touches the mountain, it shall be stoned.” 
Indeed, so terrifying was the sight that Moses said, “I tremble with fear.”  But you have come to
Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in
festal gathering,  and to the assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to God, the
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judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect,  and to Jesus, the mediator of a new
covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the blood of Abel.  See that you
do not refuse him who is speaking. For if they did not escape when they refused him who warned
them on earth, much less will we escape if we reject him who warns from heaven.  At that time his
voice shook the earth, but now he has promised, “Yet once more I will shake not only the earth but
also the heavens.”  This phrase, “Yet once more,” indicates the removal of things that are
shaken—that is, things that have been made—in order that the things that cannot be shaken may
remain.  Therefore let us be grateful for receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, and thus let us
offer to God acceptable worship, with reverence and awe,  for our God is a consuming fire. Hebrews
12:12-29

But I call to God, and the LORD will save me. Evening and morning and at noon I utter my
complaint and moan, and he hears my voice. He redeems my soul in safety from the battle that I
wage, for many are arrayed against me. God will give ear and humble them, he who is enthroned
from of old, Selah because they do not change and do not fear God. My companion stretched out his
hand against his friends; he violated his covenant. His speech was smooth as butter, yet war was in
his heart; his words were softer than oil, yet they were drawn swords. Cast your burden on the
LORD, and he will sustain you; he will never permit the righteous to be moved. But you, O God, will
cast them down into the pit of destruction; men of blood and treachery shall not live out half their
days. But I will trust in you. Psalm 55:16-23

But it will not be well with the wicked, neither will he prolong his days like a shadow, because he
does not fear before God. Ecclesiastes 8:13

For the LORD spoke thus to me with his strong hand upon me, and warned me not to walk in the
way of this people, saying: “Do not call conspiracy all that this people calls conspiracy, and do not
fear what they fear, nor be in dread. But the LORD of hosts, him you shall honor as holy. Let him
be your fear, and let him be your dread. Isaiah 8:11-13

Fret not yourself because of evildoers; be not envious of wrongdoers! For they will soon fade like
the grass and wither like the green herb. Trust in the LORD, and do good; dwell in the land and
befriend faithfulness. Delight yourself in the LORD, and he will give you the desires of your heart.
Commit your way to the LORD; trust in him, and he will act. He will bring forth your righteousness
as the light, and your justice as the noonday. Be still before the LORD and wait patiently for him;
fret not yourself over the one who prospers in his way, over the man who carries out evil devices!
Refrain from anger, and forsake wrath! Fret not yourself; it tends only to evil. For the evildoers shall
be cut off, but those who wait for the LORD shall inherit the land. In just a little while, the wicked
will be no more; though you look carefully at his place, he will not be there. But the meek shall
inherit the land and delight themselves in abundant peace. The wicked plots against the righteous
and gnashes his teeth at him, but the Lord laughs at the wicked, for he sees that his day is coming.
The wicked draw the sword and bend their bows to bring down the poor and needy, to slay those
whose way is upright; their sword shall enter their own heart, and their bows shall be broken. Better
is the little that the righteous has than the abundance of many wicked. For the arms of the wicked
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shall be broken, but the LORD upholds the righteous. The LORD knows the days of the blameless,
and their heritage will remain forever; they are not put to shame in evil times; in the days of famine
they have abundance. But the wicked will perish; the enemies of the LORD are like the glory of the
pastures; they vanish—like smoke they vanish away. The wicked borrows but does not pay back, but
the righteous is generous and gives; for those blessed by the LORD shall inherit the land, but those
cursed by him shall be cut off. The steps of a man are established by the LORD, when he delights
in his way; though he fall, he shall not be cast headlong, for the LORD upholds his hand. I have been
young, and now am old, yet I have not seen the righteous forsaken or his children begging for bread.
He is ever lending generously, and his children become a blessing. Turn away from evil and do good;
so shall you dwell forever. For the LORD loves justice; he will not forsake his saints. They are
preserved forever, but the children of the wicked shall be cut off. The righteous shall inherit the land
and dwell upon it forever. The mouth of the righteous utters wisdom, and his tongue speaks justice.
The law of his God is in his heart; his steps do not slip. The wicked watches for the righteous and
seeks to put him to death. The LORD will not abandon him to his power or let him be condemned
when he is brought to trial. Wait for the LORD and keep his way, and he will exalt you to inherit the
land; you will look on when the wicked are cut off. I have seen a wicked, ruthless man, spreading
himself like a green laurel tree. But he passed away, and behold, he was no more; though I sought
him, he could not be found. Mark the blameless and behold the upright, for there is a future for the
man of peace. But transgressors shall be altogether destroyed; the future of the wicked shall be cut
off. The salvation of the righteous is from the LORD; he is their stronghold in the time of trouble.
The LORD helps them and delivers them; he delivers them from the wicked and saves them, because
they take refuge in him. Psalm 37:1-40

Truly God is good to Israel, to those who are pure in heart. But as for me, my feet had almost
stumbled, my steps had nearly slipped. For I was envious of the arrogant when I saw the prosperity
of the wicked. For they have no pangs until death; their bodies are fat and sleek. They are not in
trouble as others are; they are not stricken like the rest of mankind. Therefore pride is their necklace;
violence covers them as a garment. Their eyes swell out through fatness; their hearts overflow with
follies. They scoff and speak with malice; loftily they threaten oppression. They set their mouths
against the heavens, and their tongue struts through the earth. Therefore his people turn back to them,
and find no fault in them. And they say, “How can God know? Is there knowledge in the Most
High?” Behold, these are the wicked; always at ease, they increase in riches. All in vain have I kept
my heart clean and washed my hands in innocence. For all the day long I have been stricken and
rebuked every morning. If I had said, “I will speak thus,” I would have betrayed the generation of
your children. But when I thought how to understand this, it seemed to me a wearisome task, until
I went into the sanctuary of God; then I discerned their end. Truly you set them in slippery places;
you make them fall to ruin. How they are destroyed in a moment, swept away utterly by terrors! Like
a dream when one awakes, O Lord, when you rouse yourself, you despise them as phantoms. When
my soul was embittered, when I was pricked in heart, I was brutish and ignorant; I was like a beast
toward you. Nevertheless, I am continually with you; you hold my right hand. You guide me with
your counsel, and afterward you will receive me to glory. Whom have I in heaven but you? And there
is nothing on earth that I desire besides you. My flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the strength
of my heart and my portion forever. For behold, those who are far from you shall perish; you put an
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end to everyone who is unfaithful to you. But for me it is good to be near God; I have made the Lord
GOD my refuge, that I may tell of all your works. Psalm 73:1-28

“Then I will draw near to you for judgment. I will be a swift witness against the sorcerers, against
the adulterers, against those who swear falsely, against those who oppress the hired worker in his
wages, the widow and the fatherless, against those who thrust aside the sojourner, and do not fear
me,” says the LORD of hosts. Malachi 3:5

Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that her
warfare is ended, that her iniquity is pardoned, that she has received from the LORD’s hand double
for all her sins. A voice cries: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD; make straight in the
desert a highway for our God. Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made
low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. And the glory of the LORD
shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together, for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” A voice
says, “Cry!” And I said, “What shall I cry?” All flesh is grass, and all its beauty is like the flower of
the field. The grass withers, the flower fades when the breath of the LORD blows on it; surely the
people are grass. The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God will stand forever. Go
on up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good news; lift up your voice with strength, O
Jerusalem, herald of good news; lift it up, fear not; say to the cities of Judah, “Behold your God!”
Behold, the Lord GOD comes with might, and his arm rules for him; behold, his reward is with him,
and his recompense before him. He will tend his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in
his arms; he will carry them in his bosom, and gently lead those that are with young. Who has
measured the waters in the hollow of his hand and marked off the heavens with a span, enclosed the
dust of the earth in a measure and weighed the mountains in scales and the hills in a balance? Who
has measured the Spirit of the LORD, or what man shows him his counsel? Whom did he consult,
and who made him understand? Who taught him the path of justice, and taught him knowledge, and
showed him the way of understanding? Behold, the nations are like a drop from a bucket, and are
accounted as the dust on the scales; behold, he takes up the coastlands like fine dust. Lebanon would
not suffice for fuel, nor are its beasts enough for a burnt offering. All the nations are as nothing
before him, they are accounted by him as less than nothing and emptiness. To whom then will you
liken God, or what likeness compare with him? An idol! A craftsman casts it, and a goldsmith
overlays it with gold and casts for it silver chains. He who is too impoverished for an offering
chooses wood that will not rot; he seeks out a skillful craftsman to set up an idol that will not move.
Do you not know? Do you not hear? Has it not been told you from the beginning? Have you not
understood from the foundations of the earth? It is he who sits above the circle of the earth, and its
inhabitants are like grasshoppers; who stretches out the heavens like a curtain, and spreads them like
a tent to dwell in; who brings princes to nothing, and makes the rulers of the earth as emptiness.
Scarcely are they planted, scarcely sown, scarcely has their stem taken root in the earth, when he
blows on them, and they wither, and the tempest carries them off like stubble. To whom then will
you compare me, that I should be like him? says the Holy One. Lift up your eyes on high and see:
who created these? He who brings out their host by number, calling them all by name, by the
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greatness of his might, and because he is strong in power not one is missing. Why do you say, O
Jacob, and speak, O Israel, “My way is hidden from the LORD, and my right is disregarded by my
God”? Have you not known? Have you not heard? The LORD is the everlasting God, the Creator
of the ends of the earth. He does not faint or grow weary; his understanding is unsearchable. He gives
power to the faint, and to him who has no might he increases strength. Even youths shall faint and
be weary, and young men shall fall exhausted; but they who wait for the LORD shall renew their
strength; they shall mount up with wings like eagles; they shall run and not be weary; they shall walk
and not faint. Isaiah 40:1-31

Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel and his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts: “I am the first and
I am the last; besides me there is no god. Who is like me? Let him proclaim it. Let him declare and
set it before me, since I appointed an ancient people. Let them declare what is to come, and what will
happen. Fear not, nor be afraid; have I not told you from of old and declared it? And you are my
witnesses! Is there a God besides me? There is no Rock; I know not any.” Isaiah 44:6-8

"Lift up your eyes to the sky, Then look to the earth beneath; For the sky will vanish like smoke, And
the earth will wear out like a garment And its inhabitants will die in like manner; But My salvation
will be forever, And My righteousness will not wane. "Listen to Me, you who know righteousness,
A people in whose heart is My law; Do not fear the reproach of man, Nor be dismayed at their
revilings. "For the moth will eat them like a garment, And the grub will eat them like wool. But My
righteousness will be forever, And My salvation to all generations." Isaiah 51:6-8

'But now take courage, Zerubbabel,' declares the LORD, 'take courage also, Joshua son of Jehozadak,
the high priest, and all you people of the land take courage,' declares the LORD, 'and work; for I am
with you,' declares the LORD of hosts. 'As for the promise which I made you when you came out
of Egypt, My Spirit is abiding in your midst; do not fear!' "For thus says the LORD of hosts, 'Once
more in a little while, I am going to shake the heavens and the earth, the sea also and the dry land.
'I will shake all the nations; and they will come with the wealth of all nations, and I will fill this
house with glory,' says the LORD of hosts. 'The silver is Mine and the gold is Mine,' declares the
LORD of hosts. 'The latter glory of this house will be greater than the former,' says the LORD of
hosts, 'and in this place I will give peace,' declares the LORD of hosts." Haggai 2:4-9

Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. Put on the whole armor of God, that
you may be able to stand against the schemes of the devil. For we do not wrestle against flesh and
blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present
darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. Therefore take up the whole
armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. Stand
therefore, having fastened on the belt of truth, and having put on the breastplate of righteousness,
and, as shoes for your feet, having put on the readiness given by the gospel of peace. In all
circumstances take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming darts of the
evil one; and take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God,
praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication. To that end keep alert with all
perseverance, making supplication for all the saints, and also for me, that words may be given to me
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in opening my mouth boldly to proclaim the mystery of the gospel, for which I am an ambassador
in chains, that I may declare it boldly, as I ought to speak. Ephesians 6:10-20

What has been is what will be, and what has been done is what will be done, and there is nothing
new under the sun. Is there a thing of which it is said, “See, this is new”? It has been already in the
ages before us. There is no remembrance of former things, nor will there be any remembrance of
later things yet to be among those who come after. Ecclesiastes 1:9-11

For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that through endurance and
through the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. Romans 15:4
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