Jars of Clay
by Tricia Berg

But we have this treasure in jars of clay, to show that the surpassing power
belongs to God and not to us. 2 Corinthians 4:7

Of course, we know that the “jars of clay” referred to above are our physical
bodies that God created out of dirt when He designed Adam. Jesus, the only
begotten Son of God, the “last Adam,” came to be born as a man with a lowly,
fragile body like ours so that He could die to pay the penalty for our sins.
(John 10:17-19)

These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were
created, in the day that the LORD God made the earth and the heavens. When
no bush of the field was yet in the land and no small plant of the field had yet
sprung up—for the LORD God had not caused it to rain on the land, and there
was no man to work the ground, and a mist was going up from the land and
was watering the whole face of the ground—then the LORD God formed the
man of dust from the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life,
and the man became a living creature. And the LORD God planted a garden
in Eden, in the east, and there he put the man whom he had formed. Genesis
2:4-8

And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to
the point of death, even death on a cross. Philippians 2:8

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. For by him
all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether
thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created through
him and for him. And he is before all things, and in him all things hold
together. And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the
firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might be preeminent. For in him
all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him to reconcile to
himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood
of his cross. Colossians 1:15-20

Thus it is written, "The first man Adam became a living being”; the last Adam
became a life-giving spirit. But it is not the spiritual that is first but the natural,
and then the spiritual. The first man was from the earth, a man of dust; the
second man is from heaven. As was the man of dust, so also are those who
are of the dust, and as is the man of heaven, so also are those who are of
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heaven. Just as we have borne the image of the man of dust, we shall also
bear the image of the man of heaven. 1 Corinthians 15:45-49

Mary of Bethany took an alabaster (a kind of white clay) jar filled with
expensive ointment called nard and poured it out on Jesus’ feet, wiping them
with her hair. She understood that the Lamb of God was worthy to expend her
most precious earthly treasure upon. She cared more about her remorse for
her sins and expressing her love for Jesus, the Son of God, than what people
around her thought. So should we. (John 11:2, John 1:29, Rev. 5:5-13)

Six days before the Passover, Jesus therefore came to Bethany, where Lazarus
was, whom Jesus had raised from the dead. So they gave a dinner for him
there. Martha served, and Lazarus was one of those reclining with him at
table. Mary therefore took a pound of expensive ointment made from pure
nard, and anointed the feet of Jesus and wiped his feet with her hair. The
house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. But Judas Iscariot, one of
his disciples (he who was about to betray him), said, "Why was this ointment
not sold for three hundred denarii and given to the poor?” He said this, not
because he cared about the poor, but because he was a thief, and having
charge of the moneybag he used to help himself to what was put into it. Jesus
said, “"Leave her alone, so that she may keep it for the day of my burial. For
the poor you always have with you, but you do not always have me.” John
12:1-8

Here is the same event as related by Luke. (Note that Matt. 26:6-13 and Mark
14:3-9 relate how two days before the Passover, an unnamed woman
anointed Jesus’ head at Simon the Leper’s house.)

One of the Pharisees asked him to eat with him, and he went into the
Pharisee’s house and reclined at the table. And behold, a woman of the city,
who was a sinner, when she learned that he was reclining at table in the
Pharisee’s house, brought an alabaster flask of ointment, and standing behind
him at his feet, weeping, she began to wet his feet with her tears and wiped
them with the hair of her head and kissed his feet and anointed them with the
ointment. Now when the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to
himself, “If this man were a prophet, he would have known who and what sort
of woman this is who is touching him, for she is a sinner.” And Jesus
answering said to him, "Simon, I have something to say to you.” And he
answered, "Say it, Teacher.” "A certain moneylender had two debtors. One
owed five hundred denarii, and the other fifty. When they could not pay, he
cancelled the debt of both. Now which of them will love him more?” Simon
answered, "The one, I suppose, for whom he cancelled the larger debt.” And
he said to him, "You have judged rightly.” Then turning toward the woman he
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said to Simon, "Do you see this woman? I entered your house; you gave me
no water for my feet, but she has wet my feet with her tears and wiped them
with her hair. You gave me no kiss, but from the time I came in she has not
ceased to kiss my feet. You did not anoint my head with oil, but she has
anointed my feet with ointment. Therefore I tell you, her sins, which are
many, are forgiven—for she loved much. But he who is forgiven little, loves
little.” And he said to her, "Your sins are forgiven.” Then those who were at
table with him began to say among themselves, “"Who is this, who even
forgives sins?” And he said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you; go in
peace.” Luke 7:36-50

The passage at the top of this article continues:

We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to
despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; always
carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be
manifested in our bodies. For we who live are always being given over to
death for Jesus’ sake, so that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our
mortal flesh. 2 Corinthians 4:8-11

This reminds us that we believers are to put to death the wicked deeds of our
old sinful flesh and live to Christ. It is ONLY by HIS power that we can
overcome this world and its temptations to sin. (1Cor. 10:13) We can expect
persecution for Jesus’ sake, but we should not be suffering on account of sinful
things we did after coming to the knowledge of the truth, which is salvation
through Christ. (2Tim. 3:12-13, 1Tim. 2:1-6, 2Tim. 2:22-26, Titus 1:1-3,
1Cor. 15:34, Col. 2:1-8, 2Pet. 1:2-12, 2Pet. 2:20-22)

Little children, you are from God and have overcome them, for he who is in
you is greater than he who is in the world. They are from the world; therefore
they speak from the world, and the world listens to them. We are from God.
Whoever knows God listens to us; whoever is not from God does not listen to
us. By this we know the Spirit of truth and the spirit of error. 1 John 4:4-6

Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test
you, as though something strange were happening to you. But rejoice insofar
as you share Christ’s sufferings, that you may also rejoice and be glad when
his glory is revealed. If you are insulted for the name of Christ, you are
blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you. But let none
of you suffer as a murderer or a thief or an evildoer or as a meddler. Yet if
anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify God
in that name. For it is time for judgment to begin at the household of God; and
if it begins with us, what will be the outcome for those who do not obey the
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gospel of God? And "If the righteous is scarcely saved, what will become of the
ungodly and the sinner?” Therefore let those who suffer according to God’s will
entrust their souls to a faithful Creator while doing good. 1 Peter 4:12-19

If we are "manifesting” OUR life in our bodies according to our FLAWED will,
then Jesus' life is not being manifested in and through us according to His
PERFECT will. Needless to say, we ARE imperfect. So the goal is to die to self
and live to Christ, as Paul says.

What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? By
no means! How can we who died to sin still live in it? Do you not know that all
of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death?
We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just
as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might
walk in newness of life. For if we have been united with him in a death like his,
we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. We know that
our old self was crucified with him in order that the body of sin might be
brought to nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin. For one
who has died has been set free from sin. Now if we have died with Christ, we
believe that we will also live with him. We know that Christ, being raised from
the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. For the
death he died he died to sin, once for all, but the life he lives he lives to God.
So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ
Jesus. Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, to make you obey its
passions. Do not present your members to sin as instruments for
unrighteousness, but present yourselves to God as those who have been
brought from death to life, and your members to God as instruments for
righteousness. Romans 6:1-13

I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who
lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God,
who loved me and gave himself for me. Galatians 2:20

Let us walk properly as in the daytime, not in orgies and drunkenness, not in
sexual immorality and sensuality, not in quarreling and jealousy. But put on
the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its
desires. Romans 13:13-14

For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ who
is your life appears, then you also will appear with him in glory. Put to death
therefore what is earthly in you: sexual immorality, impurity, passion, evil
desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. On account of these the wrath of
God is coming. In these you too once walked, when you were living in them.
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But now you must put them all away: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and
obscene talk from your mouth. Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have
put off the old self with its practices and have put on the new self, which is
being renewed in knowledge after the image of its creator. Colossians 3:3-10

For if you live according to the flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit you put
to death the deeds of the body, you will live. For all who are led by the Spirit
of God are sons of God. Romans 8:13-14

Before we automatically apply the above passage to ourselves as professed
believers, we need to think about what it actually means to be LED by the
Spirit. Does the Spirit LEAD us to sin? No, He doesn't. If we continually sin, we
can blame our flesh, not God, for that. God’s children should value holiness
like He does.

Finally, then, brothers, we ask and urge you in the Lord Jesus, that as you
received from us how you ought to walk and to please God, just as you are
doing, that you do so more and more. For you know what instructions we gave
you through the Lord Jesus. For this is the will of God, your sanctification: that
you abstain from sexual immorality; that each one of you know how to control
his own body in holiness and honor, not in the passion of lust like the Gentiles
who do not know God; that no one transgress and wrong his brother in this
matter, because the Lord is an avenger in all these things, as we told you
beforehand and solemnly warned you. For God has not called us for impurity,
but in holiness. Therefore whoever disregards this, disregards not man but
God, who gives his Holy Spirit to you. 1 Thessalonians 4:1-8

The fruits of the Spirit are listed in Gal. 5:16-25, where we can also find a
description of the kinds of behaviors that are inspired by the flesh. Those
rotten fruits of the flesh will prevent our inheriting the kingdom of God—not
because we earn our way there, but because they show an absence of the
Spirit in us. (2Cor. 13:5, Rom. 8:9-11) It's not about slipping now and then,
but making a PRACTICE of sinning, which grieves and quenches the Holy
Spirit. (1Thess. 5:19, 22, Eph. 4:30) We put our own faith at risk if we refuse
to listen to Him as He trains us to renounce ungodliness—when we refuse to
yield to His influence over us. (Heb. 3:14-15) Our faith will be TESTED through
trials and tribulations, but God does not TEMPT anyone. (Jam. 1:2-3, 1Pet.
1:6-9, Job 23:10, Psa. 66:10, Prov. 17:3, Isa. 48:10)

Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for when he has stood
the test he will receive the crown of life, which God has promised to those who
love him. Let no one say when he is tempted, "I am being tempted by God,”
for God cannot be tempted with evil, and he himself tempts no one. But each
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person is tempted when he is lured and enticed by his own desire. Then desire
when it has conceived gives birth to sin, and sin when it is fully grown brings
forth death. Do not be deceived, my beloved brothers. James 1:12-16

Now this I say and testify in the Lord, that you must no longer walk as the
Gentiles do, in the futility of their minds. They are darkened in their
understanding, alienated from the life of God because of the ignorance that is
in them, due to their hardness of heart. They have become callous and have
given themselves up to sensuality, greedy to practice every kind of impurity.
But that is not the way you learned Christ!—assuming that you have heard
about him and were taught in him, as the truth is in Jesus, to put off your old
self, which belongs to your former manner of life and is corrupt through
deceitful desires, and to be renewed in the spirit of your minds, and to put on
the new self, created after the likeness of God in true righteousness and
holiness. Ephesians 4:17-24

The saying is trustworthy, for: If we have died with him, we will also live with
him; if we endure, we will also reign with him; if we deny him, he also will
deny us; if we are faithless, he remains faithful—for he cannot deny himself.
2 Timothy 2:11-13

I have seen people using the last line of the above passage to give assurance
that it is not necessary for believers to remain faithful to Jesus. In order to
interpret the passage in that way, it would be necessary to ignore the “He will
also deny us” if we deny Him. (Luke 10:8-9) One would also need to ignore
the “if” in “if we have died with Him...” and "if we endure..." in order to apply
that promise of reigning to every person who claimed to believe, even though
some proceed to live in such a way as to indulge their old sinful flesh instead
of to die to self, pick up their cross and follow Jesus. (Luke 9:62)

The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God,
and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided
we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with him. Romans
8:16-17 (Also see 2Thess. 1:4-5, Acts 5:41, Heb. 10:32-36.)

A similar conditional promise to the Church is found below:

"And to the angel of the church in Sardis write: 'The words of him who has the
seven spirits of God and the seven stars. "'I know your works. You have the
reputation of being alive, but you are dead. Wake up, and strengthen what
remains and is about to die, for I have not found your works complete in the
sight of my God. Remember, then, what you received and heard. Keep it, and
repent. If you will not wake up, I will come like a thief, and you will not know
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at what hour I will come against you. Yet you have still a few names in Sardis,
people who have not soiled their garments, and they will walk with me in
white, for they are worthy. The one who conquers will be clothed thus in white
garments, and I will never blot his name out of the book of life. I will confess
his name before my Father and before his angels. He who has an ear, let him
hear what the Spirit says to the churches.’” Revelation 3:1-6

My understanding of the passage about Jesus remaining faithful is that even
if no one were faithful to HIM, the fact remains that He completed His
work—His offer of salvation has been made and will not be rescinded. We have
choices—whether to believe in Jesus as our Savior or not, and also whether
to obey Jesus as Lord or not. (Rom. 10:8-10) The glorious promises of
inheriting the kingdom of God apply to those who LOVE God. (1Cor. 2:9, Jam.
1:12, 2:5, Heb. 6:9-12)

So everyone who acknowledges me before men, I also will acknowledge
before my Father who is in heaven, but whoever denies me before men, I also
will deny before my Father who is in heaven. Matthew 10:32-33

Then Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny
himself and take up his cross and follow me. For whoever would save his life
will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. For what will it
profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his soul? Or what shall a
man give in return for his soul? For the Son of Man is going to come with his
angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will repay each person according
to what he has done. Matthew 16:24-27

Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me, and
whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me. And
whoever does not take his cross and follow me is not worthy of me. Whoever
finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.
Matthew 10:37-39

It needs to be crystal clear in our minds and hearts that to LOVE Jesus means
to OBEY Jesus. However, His commands are not burdensome for the very
same reason—because we love Him. We can relate to this in our relationships
with close family members—it makes us happy to do things that make them
happy, right?

By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my
disciples. As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love.
If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept
my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. These things I have spoken
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to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full. This is my
commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. Greater love
has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends. You are
my friends if you do what I command you. No longer do I call you servants,
for the servant does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you
friends, for all that I have heard from my Father I have made known to you.
You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go
and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide, so that whatever you ask the
Father in my name, he may give it to you. These things I command you, so
that you will love one another. John 15:8-17 (See also the Parable of the
Sower, Matt. 13:18-23)

By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and obey
his commandments. For this is the love of God, that we keep his
commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome. 1 John 5:2-3

Obeying the commands and keeping the words of Jesus does NOT mean
reverting to the Law of Moses. However, when we do as Jesus instructed us
to do, the heart of the law will be kept automatically. Keep in mind that it is
a given that those who are indwelt by the Holy Spirit do not wish that others
would sin with them or approve of their sin. So that is not what is meant by
“doing to others as you would like them to do to you.”

"So whatever you wish that others would do to you, do also to them, for this
is the Law and the Prophets.” Matthew 7:12

And he said to him, "“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and
with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the great and first
commandment. And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as
yourself. On these two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.”
Matthew 22:37-40

Paul reiterates this, and James clarifies which “laws” we are under:

Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves
another has fulfilled the law. For the commandments, “You shall not commit
adultery, You shall not murder, You shall not steal, You shall not covet,” and
any other commandment, are summed up in this word: “You shall love your
neighbor as yourself.” Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the
fulfilling of the law. Romans 13:8-10

If you really fulfill the royal law according to the Scripture, “You shall love your
neighbor as yourself,” you are doing well. James 2:8
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Therefore put away all filthiness and rampant wickedness and receive with
meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your souls. But be doers
of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. For if anyone is a
hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks intently at his
natural face in a mirror. For he looks at himself and goes away and at once
forgets what he was like. But the one who looks into the perfect law, the law
of liberty, and perseveres, being no hearer who forgets but a doer who acts,
he will be blessed in his doing. James 1:21-25

We ARE free in Christ, but we will be JUDGED by Him as to how we chose to
exercise our freedom. (Rom. 2:16, 1Cor. 8:10-12, Gal. 5:13, 1Pet. 2:15-16,
Jam. 2:8-26, Rom. 6:12-13) Don't listen to anyone who celebrates sin and
perverts grace. There are many ear-tickling teachers getting rich by offering
“freedom,” but what they are really doing is causing people to become
enslaved once again to sin.

For, speaking loud boasts of folly, they entice by sensual passions of the flesh
those who are barely escaping from those who live in error. They promise
them freedom, but they themselves are slaves of corruption. For whatever
overcomes a person, to that he is enslaved. For if, after they have escaped the
defilements of the world through the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ, they are again entangled in them and overcome, the last state has
become worse for them than the first. For it would have been better for them
never to have known the way of righteousness than after knowing it to turn
back from the holy commandment delivered to them. What the true proverb
says has happened to them: “"The dog returns to its own vomit, and the sow,
after washing herself, returns to wallow in the mire.” 2 Peter 2:18-22

Beloved, although I was very eager to write to you about our common
salvation, I found it necessary to write appealing to you to contend for the
faith that was once for all delivered to the saints. For certain people have crept
in unnoticed who long ago were designated for this condemnation, ungodly
people, who pervert the grace of our God into sensuality and deny our only
Master and Lord, Jesus Christ. Jude 1:3-4

In Christ, we have freedom from the enslavement to sin that once held us in
its grip (“in chains” if you will). We need to understand that this is not only
from the penalty FOR our former sins (2Pet. 1:9), but even from the desire to
indulge our former passions. How is that? Through the power of the Holy Spirit
IN us, and by the driving force of our love FOR Jesus (which is a gift along
with faith) that we want to please Him MORE than old ourselves. (Phil. 2:12-
16) We are new creations whose greatest desire is to honor our Savior with
every thought, word and action, to advance His kingdom and store treasure
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in heaven where our HEART (Jesus) is. (2Cor. 5:17, Matt. 6:21, 2Cor. 7:1) To
know Him is to LOVE Him—read your Bible to learn what He's like, all He has
done and even what He’s going to do in the future.

So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, “If you abide in my word, you
are truly my disciples, and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you
free.” They answered him, “"We are offspring of Abraham and have never been
enslaved to anyone. How is it that you say, 'You will become free’?” Jesus
answered them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who practices sin is a
slave to sin. The slave does not remain in the house forever; the son remains
forever. So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed. John 8:31-36

Just like when we accepted the gift of salvation (Eph. 2:8-10), we each have
a choice to make using our God-given free will. We either LOVE Jesus and
seek His will (and therefore His glory) in all we do, or we love the world and
our old selves. (Matt. 13:18-23) The world tells us many things that do not
line up with the Bible, such as “pride is good” or that family is “everything,”
but the Bible actually teaches that God HATES pride, and IF our family tries to
keep us from following Jesus, then we must choose Jesus over them. (This
does not excuse us from providing for our relatives who are dependent upon
us. 1Tim. 5:8)

Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men, knowing that
from the Lord you will receive the inheritance as your reward. You are serving
the Lord Christ. For the wrongdoer will be paid back for the wrong he has
done, and there is no partiality. Colossians 3:23-25

For the love of Christ controls us, because we have concluded this: that one
has died for all, therefore all have died; and he died for all, that those who live
might no longer live for themselves but for him who for their sake died and
was raised. 2 Corinthians 5:14-15

Yet a little while and the world will see me no more, but you will see me.
Because I live, you also will live. In that day you will know that I am in my
Father, and you in me, and I in you. Whoever has my commandments and
keeps them, he it is who loves me. And he who loves me will be loved by my
Father, and I will love him and manifest myself to him.” Judas (not Iscariot)
said to him, "Lord, how is it that you will manifest yourself to us, and not to
the world?” Jesus answered him, "If anyone loves me, he will keep my word,
and my Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with
him. Whoever does not love me does not keep my words. And the word that
you hear is not mine but the Father’s who sent me. John 14:19-24
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Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the
love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world—the desires of the
flesh and the desires of the eyes and pride of life—is not from the Father but
is from the world. And the world is passing away along with its desires, but
whoever does the will of God abides forever. 1 John 2:15-17

The very same Jesus who said He would not cast out any who were drawn to
Him by the Father, and that no one could take someone from His hand (John
6:37-40, John 10:28-30), also said this:

"I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. Every branch in me that
does not bear fruit he takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he
prunes, that it may bear more fruit. Already you are clean because of the word
that I have spoken to you. Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot
bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you
abide in me. I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and
Iin him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing.
If anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away like a branch and withers;
and the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned.” John 15:1-6

This is not a contradiction, but a clarification. Jesus will not LOSE or REJECT
anyone who believes in Him, BUT His Father will not bear with those who claim
to believe and yet behave like the rest of the unsaved world instead of like His
children. (John 1:12-13) The unsaved world is deceived and can't see what
(and WHO) is truly valuable and worthwhile. We can't go by their “best
judgment” if we want to stay on the NARROW path.

“"Enter by the narrow gate. For the gate is wide and the way is easy that leads
to destruction, and those who enter by it are many. For the gate is narrow and
the way is hard that leads to life, and those who find it are few. "Beware of
false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing but inwardly are ravenous
wolves. You will recognize them by their fruits. Are grapes gathered from
thornbushes, or figs from thistles? So, every healthy tree bears good fruit, but
the diseased tree bears bad fruit. A healthy tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can
a diseased tree bear good fruit. Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut
down and thrown into the fire. Thus you will recognize them by their fruits.
"Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven,
but the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. On that day
many will say to me, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and cast
out demons in your name, and do many mighty works in your name?’ And
then will I declare to them, 'I never knew you; depart from me, you workers
of lawlessness.’ "Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does them
will be like a wise man who built his house on the rock. And the rain fell, and
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the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house, but it did not fall,
because it had been founded on the rock. And everyone who hears these
words of mine and does not do them will be like a foolish man who built his
house on the sand. And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew
and beat against that house, and it fell, and great was the fall of it.” And when
Jesus finished these sayings, the crowds were astonished at his teaching, for
he was teaching them as one who had authority, and not as their scribes.
Matthew 7:13-29

The coming of the lawless one is by the activity of Satan with all power and
false signs and wonders, and with all wicked deception for those who are
perishing, because they refused to love the truth and so be saved. Therefore
God sends them a strong delusion, so that they may believe what is false, in
order that all may be condemned who did not believe the truth but had
pleasure in unrighteousness. 2 Thessalonians 2:9-12

For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and
unrighteousness of men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth. For
what can be known about God is plain to them, because God has shown it to
them. For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature,
have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things
that have been made. So they are without excuse. For although they knew
God, they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but they became
futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened. Claiming to be
wise, they became fools, and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for
images resembling mortal man and birds and animals and creeping things.
Therefore God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, to the
dishonoring of their bodies among themselves, because they exchanged the
truth about God for a lie and worshiped and served the creature rather than
the Creator, who is blessed forever! Amen. For this reason God gave them up
to dishonorable passions. For their women exchanged natural relations for
those that are contrary to nature; and the men likewise gave up natural
relations with women and were consumed with passion for one another, men
committing shameless acts with men and receiving in themselves the due
penalty for their error. And since they did not see fit to acknowledge God, God
gave them up to a debased mind to do what ought not to be done. They were
filled with all manner of unrighteousness, evil, covetousness, malice. They are
full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, maliciousness. They are gossips,
slanderers, haters of God, insolent, haughty, boastful, inventors of evil,
disobedient to parents, foolish, faithless, heartless, ruthless. Though they
know God'’s righteous decree that those who practice such things deserve to
die, they not only do them but give approval to those who practice them.
Romans 1:18-32
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Ah, you who hide deep from the LORD your counsel, whose deeds are in the
dark, and who say, "Who sees us? Who knows us?” You turn things upside
down! Shall the potter be regarded as the clay, that the thing made should say
of its maker, "He did not make me”; or the thing formed say of him who
formed it, "He has no understanding”? Isaiah 29:15-16

The Father is not giving hypocrites to His Son as part of “the joy set before
Him” (Heb. 12:1-11), but a body of true believers who LOVE (and therefore
OBEY) His Son. How is that “preeminent” if those of His own household do not
obey the Head? (John 3:36, Matt. 15:7-9, Matt. 24:48-51) Or do we think that
we can disobey now while He’s away and He won’t know?

And he put all things under his feet and gave him as head over all things to
the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. Ephesians
1:22-23

And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn
from the dead, that in everything he might be preeminent. Colossians 1:18

"I have manifested your name to the people whom you gave me out of the
world. Yours they were, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your
word.” John 17:6

And again Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying, "The kingdom of heaven
may be compared to a king who gave a wedding feast for his son, and sent his
servants to call those who were invited to the wedding feast, but they would
not come. Again he sent other servants, saying, 'Tell those who are invited,
"See, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been
slaughtered, and everything is ready. Come to the wedding feast.” But they
paid no attention and went off, one to his farm, another to his business, while
the rest seized his servants, treated them shamefully, and killed them. The
king was angry, and he sent his troops and destroyed those murderers and
burned their city. Then he said to his servants, 'The wedding feast is ready,
but those invited were not worthy. Go therefore to the main roads and invite
to the wedding feast as many as you find.” And those servants went out into
the roads and gathered all whom they found, both bad and good. So the
wedding hall was filled with guests. "But when the king came in to look at the
guests, he saw there a man who had no wedding garment. And he said to him,
‘Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding garment?’” And he was
speechless. Then the king said to the attendants, 'Bind him hand and foot and
cast him into the outer darkness. In that place there will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth.” For many are called, but few are chosen.” Matthew
22:1-14
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Peter said, "Lord, are you telling this parable for us or for all?” And the Lord
said, "Who then is the faithful and wise manager, whom his master will set
over his household, to give them their portion of food at the proper time?
Blessed is that servant whom his master will find so doing when he comes.
Truly, I say to you, he will set him over all his possessions. But if that servant
says to himself, '‘My master is delayed in coming,’ and begins to beat the male
and female servants, and to eat and drink and get drunk, the master of that
servant will come on a day when he does not expect him and at an hour he
does not know, and will cut him in pieces and put him with the unfaithful. And
that servant who knew his master’s will but did not get ready or act according
to his will, will receive a severe beating. But the one who did not know, and
did what deserved a beating, will receive a light beating. Everyone to whom
much was given, of him much will be required, and from him to whom they
entrusted much, they will demand the more. Luke 12:41-48

"I know your works, your love and faith and service and patient endurance,
and that your latter works exceed the first. But I have this against you, that
you tolerate that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess and is
teaching and seducing my servants to practice sexual immorality and to eat
food sacrificed to idols. I gave her time to repent, but she refuses to repent
of her sexual immorality. Behold, I will throw her onto a sickbed, and those
who commit adultery with her I will throw into great tribulation, unless they
repent of her works, and I will strike her children dead. And all the churches
will know that I am he who searches mind and heart, and I will give to each
of you according to your works. But to the rest of you in Thyatira, who do not
hold this teaching, who have not learned what some call the deep things of
Satan, to you I say, I do not lay on you any other burden. Only hold fast what
you have until I come.” Revelation 2:19-25

"Those whom I love, I reprove and discipline, so be zealous and repent.”
Revelation 3:19

People who never knew the truth will be better off on judgment day than those
who truly believed and yet unexplainably still chose to embrace the ways of
the world rather than those of Jesus. This isn't something we do without even
realizing it. Judas saw a great many of Jesus' miracles and knew how loving
and wise He was, yet he sought riches by betraying Him. Judas knew what he
was doing was wrong, but he loved money more than His Master. In a way,
it really is UNBELIEF, because how could anyone TRULY believe Jesus is the
Son of God and yet do such a thing? (Matt. 6:24, Luke 12:32-34)

The Son of Man goes as it is written of him, but woe to that man by whom the
Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been better for that man if he had not
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been born.” Judas, who would betray him, answered, “Is it I, Rabbi?” He said
to him, “You have said so.” Matthew 26:24-25

For it is impossible, in the case of those who have once been enlightened, who
have tasted the heavenly gift, and have shared in the Holy Spirit, and have
tasted the goodness of the word of God and the powers of the age to come,
and then have fallen away, to restore them again to repentance, since they
are crucifying once again the Son of God to their own harm and holding him
up to contempt. For land that has drunk the rain that often falls on it, and
produces a crop useful to those for whose sake it is cultivated, receives a
blessing from God. But if it bears thorns and thistles, it is worthless and near
to being cursed, and its end is to be burned. Hebrews 6:4-8

For if we go on sinning deliberately after receiving the knowledge of the truth,
there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, but a fearful expectation of
judgment, and a fury of fire that will consume the adversaries. Anyone who
has set aside the law of Moses dies without mercy on the evidence of two or
three witnesses. How much worse punishment, do you think, will be deserved
by the one who has trampled underfoot the Son of God, and has profaned the
blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified, and has outraged the Spirit
of grace? For we know him who said, “Vengeance is mine; I will repay.” And
again, "The Lord will judge his people.” It is a fearful thing to fall into the
hands of the living God. Hebrews 10:26-31

Strive for peace with everyone, and for the holiness without which no one will
see the Lord. See to it that no one fails to obtain the grace of God; that no
“root of bitterness” springs up and causes trouble, and by it many become
defiled; that no one is sexually immoral or unholy like Esau, who sold his
birthright for a single meal. For you know that afterward, when he desired to
inherit the blessing, he was rejected, for he found no chance to repent, though
he sought it with tears. Hebrews 12:14-17

Esau is given as an example of what NOT to do in the passage above. What
happened to him? He was hungry and so he foolishly put his immediate desire
to eat ahead of his future inheritance of FAR greater value and duration. His
twin brother, Jacob, was the one whom God renamed “Israel” instead of him.
Jacob received the blessing of the FIRSTBORN, just as we believers have come
to the “church [assembly/ gathering of called out ones] of the Firstborn.” We
are FOOLS if we give up our inheritance in exchange for worthless, temporary
“treasures” and “pleasures.”

"Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy
and where thieves break in and steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in
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heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break
in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. "The
eye is the lamp of the body. So, if your eye is healthy, your whole body will
be full of light, but if your eye is bad, your whole body will be full of darkness.
If then the light in you is darkness, how great is the darkness! "No one can
serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will
be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and
money.” Matthew 6:19-24

But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things
will be added to you. "Therefore do not be anxious about tomorrow, for
tomorrow will be anxious for itself. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble.
Matthew 6:33-34

But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the
heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in festal gathering, and to the
assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to God, the judge
of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect, and to Jesus, the
mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better
word than the blood of Abel. See that you do not refuse him who is speaking.
For if they did not escape when they refused him who warned them on earth,
much less will we escape if we reject him who warns from heaven. At that
time his voice shook the earth, but now he has promised, “Yet once more I will
shake not only the earth but also the heavens.” This phrase, “Yet once more,”
indicates the removal of things that are shaken—that is, things that have been
made—in order that the things that cannot be shaken may remain. Therefore
let us be grateful for receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, and thus let
us offer to God acceptable worship, with reverence and awe, for our God is a
consuming fire. Hebrews 12:22-29

"Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is
the kingdom of heaven. "Blessed are you when others revile you and
persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account.
Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted
the prophets who were before you. "You are the salt of the earth, but if salt
has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for
anything except to be thrown out and trampled under people’s feet. “You are
the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do people light
a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the
house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may
see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.” Matthew
5:10-16

-16-



Many people who consider themselves “members” of a protestant
denomination may never have heard of this, but Jesus is going to literally
reign on earth for one thousand years (and after that, His kingdom will never
end). This fact is denied by the same people who deny there is any danger of
taking a literal “"mark of the beast” in order to be able to buy and sell at some
future date. Those who listen to people who reject parts of the Bible based on
the traditional teachings of their denomination are not being wise. (We won't
go into how Jesus said we were to be ONE and Paul admonished us not to
follow MEN, since the unity that is being advanced these days is the kind that
compromises on the truth, thereby leading astray.) Blindly following ANYONE
except Jesus is not a good way to be prepared for what's coming. We have
also been warned against following “another Jesus” instead of the Jesus OF
THE BIBLE.

"I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in me through
their word, that they may all be one, just as you, Father, are in me, and I in
you, that they also may be in us, so that the world may believe that you have
sent me. The glory that you have given me I have given to them, that they
may be one even as we are one, I in them and you in me, that they may
become perfectly one, so that the world may know that you sent me and loved
them even as you loved me. Father, I desire that they also, whom you have
given me, may be with me where I am, to see my glory that you have given
me because you loved me before the foundation of the world.” John 17:20-24

For as in one body we have many members, and the members do not all have
the same function, so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and
individually members one of another. Romans 12:4-5

So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens
with the saints and members of the household of God, built on the foundation
of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, in
whom the whole structure, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in
the Lord. In him you also are being built together into a dwelling place for God
by the Spirit. Ephesians 2:19-22

I appeal to you, brothers, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you
agree, and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be united in the
same mind and the same judgment. For it has been reported to me by Chloe’s
people that there is quarreling among you, my brothers. What I mean is that
each one of you says, "I follow Paul,” or "I follow Apollos,” or “I follow
Cephas,” or "I follow Christ.” Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or
were you baptized in the name of Paul? 1 Corinthians 1:10-13
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I wish you would bear with me in a little foolishness. Do bear with me! For I
feel a divine jealousy for you, since I betrothed you to one husband, to
present you as a pure virgin to Christ. But I am afraid that as the serpent
deceived Eve by his cunning, your thoughts will be led astray from a sincere
and pure devotion to Christ. For if someone comes and proclaims another
Jesus than the one we proclaimed, or if you receive a different spirit from the
one you received, or if you accept a different gospel from the one you
accepted, you put up with it readily enough. 2 Corinthians 11:1-4

I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting him who called you in the
grace of Christ and are turning to a different gospel—not that there is another
one, but there are some who trouble you and want to distort the gospel of
Christ. But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach to you a gospel
contrary to the one we preached to you, let him be accursed. As we have said
before, so now I say again: If anyone is preaching to you a gospel contrary to
the one you received, let him be accursed. Galatians 1:6-9

As for the millennial reign (which is outrightly rejected by most Methodists,
Lutherans, Presbyterians, and many others, some of whom openly mock those
who believe in what the Bible plainly teaches), Scripture shows that the 1,000
years referred to in Rev. 20 is the ultimate fulfillment of the 7" day “Sabbath”
rest (so the other “six days” last 6,000 years). Those who enter into the
kingdom of God enter into His rest. Jesus IS our Sabbath rest—we don’t work
to save ourselves—Jesus was the ONLY one who could complete the required
work, and He finished it. (John 19:30, Matt. 27:50-51) He will rule His Father’s
kingdom until the last enemy of death is conquered, then hand the kingdom
back to His Father (in a similar way that Joseph, as a “type” of Jesus saving
Israel from the famine, ruled over all Egypt with only Pharaoh over him - Gen.
41:40-44, Heb. 3:5-6, Hag. 2, Zech. 4). Scripture bears witness to Scripture.

Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them. And
on the seventh day God finished his work that he had done, and he rested on
the seventh day from all his work that he had done. So God blessed the
seventh day and made it holy, because on it God rested from all his work that
he had done in creation. Genesis 2:1-3

Therefore, while the promise of entering his rest still stands, let us fear lest
any of you should seem to have failed to reach it. For good news came to us
just as to them, but the message they heard did not benefit them, because
they were not united by faith with those who listened. For we who have
believed enter that rest, as he has said, "As I swore in my wrath, 'They shall
not enter my rest,”” although his works were finished from the foundation of
the world. For he has somewhere spoken of the seventh day in this way: "And
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God rested on the seventh day from all his works.” And again in this passage
he said, “"They shall not enter my rest.” Since therefore it remains for some to
enter it, and those who formerly received the good news failed to enter
because of disobedience, again he appoints a certain day, “"Today,” saying
through David so long afterward, in the words already quoted, “"Today, if you
hear his voice, do not harden your hearts.” For if Joshua had given them rest,
God would not have spoken of another day later on. So then, there remains
a Sabbath rest for the people of God, for whoever has entered God’s rest has
also rested from his works as God did from his. Let us therefore strive to enter
that rest, so that no one may fall by the same sort of disobedience. For the
word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing
to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning the
thoughts and intentions of the heart. And no creature is hidden from his sight,
but all are naked and exposed to the eyes of him to whom we must give
account. Hebrews 4:1-13

Lord, you have been our dwelling place in all generations. Before the
mountains were brought forth, or ever you had formed the earth and the
world, from everlasting to everlasting you are God. You return man to dust
and say, "Return, O children of man!” For a thousand years in your sight are
but as yesterday when it is past, or as a watch in the night. You sweep them
away as with a flood; they are like a dream, like grass that is renewed in the
morning: in the morning it flourishes and is renewed, in the evening it fades
and withers. For we are brought to an end by your anger; by your wrath we
are dismayed. You have set our iniquities before you, our secret sins in the
light of your presence. For all our days pass away under your wrath; we bring
our years to an end like a sigh. The years of our life are seventy, or even by
reason of strength eighty; yet their span is but toil and trouble; they are soon
gone, and we fly away. Who considers the power of your anger, and your
wrath according to the fear of you? So teach us to number our days that we
may get a heart of wisdom. Psalm 90:1-12

Psalm 90 was written by Moses, who was inspired by the Holy Spirit to include
the time period of 1,000 years in a passage which also refers to "flying away",
"numbering our days" and a "heart of wisdom." Peter, through the Holy Spirit,
specifically related the time frame of the “1,000-year day” to the return of
Christ.

For they deliberately overlook this fact, that the heavens existed long ago, and
the earth was formed out of water and through water by the word of God, and
that by means of these the world that then existed was deluged with water
and perished. But by the same word the heavens and earth that now exist are
stored up for fire, being kept until the day of judgment and destruction of the
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ungodly. But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day
is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. The Lord is not slow
to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not
wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance. But the
day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away
with a roar, and the heavenly bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the
earth and the works that are done on it will be exposed. Since all these things
are thus to be dissolved, what sort of people ought you to be in lives of
holiness and godliness, waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of
God, because of which the heavens will be set on fire and dissolved, and the
heavenly bodies will melt as they burn! But according to his promise we are
waiting for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells. 2
Peter 3:5-13

But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who
have fallen asleep. For as by a man came death, by a man has come also the
resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be
made alive. But each in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, then at his coming
those who belong to Christ. Then comes the end, when he delivers the
kingdom to God the Father after destroying every rule and every authority and
power. For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. The
last enemy to be destroyed is death. For "God has put all things in subjection
under his feet.” But when it says, “all things are put in subjection,” it is plain
that he is excepted who put all things in subjection under him. When all things
are subjected to him, then the Son himself will also be subjected to him who
put all things in subjection under him, that God may be all in all. 1 Corinthians
15:20-28

Note in the above passage that there is a necessary gap between “then those
who belong to Christ” and “then comes the end,” just as there was a gap
between "first Christ the Firstfruits" and "then those who belong to Him."
(Jesus specifically taught in the parables that there would be a DELAY before
He returned - Luke 19:11-12, Matt. 25:5, 25:48.) It is during this time
between “at His coming” and “the end,” when death is abolished, that the
millennial reign occurs. There will still be some death, despite peace and long
lifespans during the millennium. (See Isaiah 2:2-4,4:2-6,11:1-12, 65:20, 25,
Zech. 8:20-23, 14:16-18, Joel 2:32, Micah 4:1-7)

Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, holding in his hand the key
to the bottomless pit and a great chain. And he seized the dragon, that ancient
serpent, who is the devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years, and
threw him into the pit, and shut it and sealed it over him, so that he might not
deceive the nations any longer, until the thousand years were ended. After
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that he must be released for a little while. Then I saw thrones, and seated on
them were those to whom the authority to judge was committed. Also I saw
the souls of those who had been beheaded for the testimony of Jesus and for
the word of God, and those who had not worshiped the beast or its image and
had not received its mark on their foreheads or their hands. They came to life
and reigned with Christ for a thousand years. The rest of the dead did not
come to life until the thousand years were ended. This is the first resurrection.
Blessed and holy is the one who shares in the first resurrection! Over such the
second death has no power, but they will be priests of God and of Christ, and
they will reign with him for a thousand years. And when the thousand years
are ended, Satan will be released from his prison and will come out to deceive
the nations that are at the four corners of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather
them for battle; their number is like the sand of the sea. And they marched
up over the broad plain of the earth and surrounded the camp of the saints
and the beloved city, but fire came down from heaven and consumed them,
and the devil who had deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and
sulfur where the beast and the false prophet were, and they will be tormented
day and night forever and ever. Then I saw a great white throne and him who
was seated on it. From his presence earth and sky fled away, and no place
was found for them. And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the
throne, and books were opened. Then another book was opened, which is the
book of life. And the dead were judged by what was written in the books,
according to what they had done. And the sea gave up the dead who were in
it, Death and Hades gave up the dead who were in them, and they were
judged, each one of them, according to what they had done. Then Death and
Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of
fire. And if anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, he was
thrown into the lake of fire. Revelation 20:1-15

The second resurrection is AFTER the millennium, along with the second death
of all among those resurrected at that time whose names are not written in
the Book of Life. We can clearly see from the evil that pervades this present
world that Satan is NOT bound at this time. Certainly we expect that when
Jesus reigns in earnest over EVERYTHING, things will be noticeably different.
(Heb. 2:8, Rev. 11:15-19) At the end of the millennium, Jesus does not need
to return, as He is already here ruling with a rod of iron. The enemies then
surrounding the holy city will not be killed by Jesus and the sword of His
mouth in the way the enemies will have been destroyed at His return (Rev.
19:11-16), but with fire from heaven.

And he who was seated on the throne said, "Behold, I am making all things
new.” Also he said, "Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and
true.” And he said to me, "It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the
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beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give from the spring of the water
of life without payment. The one who conquers will have this heritage, and I
will be his God and he will be my son. But as for the cowardly, the faithless,
the detestable, as for murderers, the sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters,
and all liars, their portion will be in the lake that burns with fire and sulfur,
which is the second death.” Revelation 21:5-8

And I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty
and the Lamb. And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the
glory of God gives it light, and its lamp is the Lamb. By its light will the nations
walk, and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it, and its gates will
never be shut by day—and there will be no night there. They will bring into it
the glory and the honor of the nations. But nothing unclean will ever enter it,
nor anyone who does what is detestable or false, but only those who are
written in the Lamb’s book of life. Revelation 21:22-27

No longer will there be anything accursed, but the throne of God and of the
Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship him. They will see his face,
and his name will be on their foreheads. And night will be no more. They will
need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and they will
reign forever and ever. And he said to me, "These words are trustworthy and
true. And the Lord, the God of the spirits of the prophets, has sent his angel
to show his servants what must soon take place.” "And behold, I am coming
soon. Blessed is the one who keeps the words of the prophecy of this book.”
Revelation 22:3-7

And the LORD will be king over all the earth. On that day the LORD will be one
and his name one. Zechariah 14:9

Jesus taught in the Parable of the Ten Minas that He has gone to receive a
kingdom to Himself. He WILL return at a future date take the great power He
already has and begin to reign visibly. Those who are IN Him will not suffer
God’s wrath (which is not the same as those trials and tribulations necessary
to refine and prove our faith). (Rom. 2:1-16, Rom. 5:1-11, Eph. 5:3-12, Col.
3:5-6, 1Thess. 1:10, 1Thess. 5:9-10, Heb. 10:29-39, Rev. 6:15-17, Rev.
14:9-11, Rev. 15:7-8, Rev. 16:17-21, Rev. 19:15)

As they heard these things, he proceeded to tell a parable, because he was
near to Jerusalem, and because they supposed that the kingdom of God was
to appear immediately. He said therefore, "A nobleman went into a far country
to receive for himself a kingdom and then return. Calling ten of his servants,
he gave them ten minas, and said to them, 'Engage in business until I come.’
But his citizens hated him and sent a delegation after him, saying, ‘We do not
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want this man to reign over us.” When he returned, having received the
kingdom, he ordered these servants to whom he had given the money to be
called to him, that he might know what they had gained by doing business.
The first came before him, saying, 'Lord, your mina has made ten minas
more.” And he said to him, ‘Well done, good servant! Because you have been
faithful in a very little, you shall have authority over ten cities.” And the second
came, saying, 'Lord, your mina has made five minas.’ And he said to him, 'And
you are to be over five cities.” Then another came, saying, 'Lord, here is your
mina, which I kept laid away in a handkerchief; for I was afraid of you,
because you are a severe man. You take what you did not deposit, and reap
what you did not sow.’ He said to him, 'I will condemn you with your own
words, you wicked servant! You knew that I was a severe man, taking what
I did not deposit and reaping what I did not sow? Why then did you not put my
money in the bank, and at my coming I might have collected it with interest?’
And he said to those who stood by, 'Take the mina from him, and give it to the
one who has the ten minas.” And they said to him, 'Lord, he has ten minas!’
'I tell you that to everyone who has, more will be given, but from the one who
has not, even what he has will be taken away. But as for these enemies of
mine, who did not want me to reign over them, bring them here and slaughter
them before me.”” Luke 19:11-27

Then the seventh angel blew his trumpet, and there were loud voices in
heaven, saying, "The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our
Lord and of his Christ, and he shall reign forever and ever.” And the
twenty-four elders who sit on their thrones before God fell on their faces and
worshiped God, saying, "We give thanks to you, Lord God Almighty, who is
and who was, for you have taken your great power and begun to reign. The
nations raged, but your wrath came, and the time for the dead to be judged,
and for rewarding your servants, the prophets and saints, and those who fear
your name, both small and great, and for destroying the destroyers of the
earth.” Then God’s temple in heaven was opened, and the ark of his covenant
was seen within his temple. There were flashes of lightning, rumblings, peals
of thunder, an earthquake, and heavy hail. Revelation 11:15-19

If we want to be ready for this glorious day that is coming and receive what
we hope for (Rom. 5:2-5,8:16-17, Eph. 1:16-18, Titus 1:1-3, 2:11-15, 3:3-8,
Heb. 6:17-20, 10:23-25, 1Pet. 1:3-5), we need to heed the advice of the Bible
to BELIEVERS. (Matt. 24:36-44, Mark 13:32-37, Luke 21:34-36, 1Thess. 5:6-
11, Rev. 2:4-5, 2:14-17, 3:1-6, 3:11, 15:22)

Therefore, preparing your minds for action, and being sober-minded, set your
hope fully on the grace that will be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus
Christ. As obedient children, do not be conformed to the passions of your
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former ignorance, but as he who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your
conduct, since it is written, "You shall be holy, for I am holy.” And if you call
on him as Father who judges impartially according to each one’s deeds,
conduct yourselves with fear throughout the time of your exile, knowing that
you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your forefathers, not
with perishable things such as silver or gold, but with the precious blood of
Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or spot. He was foreknown before
the foundation of the world but was made manifest in the last times for the
sake of you who through him are believers in God, who raised him from the
dead and gave him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God. Having
purified your souls by your obedience to the truth for a sincere brotherly love,
love one another earnestly from a pure heart, since you have been born again,
not of perishable seed but of imperishable, through the living and abiding word
of God, for "All flesh is like grass and all its glory like the flower of grass. The
grass withers, and the flower falls, but the word of the Lord remains forever.”
And this word is the good news that was preached to you. 1 Peter 1:13-25

Walking the narrow road requires that we reject BOTH the extreme views of:
1) doing works in an attempt to save ourselves, and 2) doing “works” that
display that we are NOT saved, or we wouldn't behave in that way if we truly
believed in our hearts, not merely with empty words. The Holy Spirit indwells
those who are saved, and He does not bear bad fruit! We are not talking about
slipping, getting back up and walking as Jesus walked, but about what we
PRACTICE. (1John 1:9-2:6, 3:4-10) We don't obey out of fear of losing our
salvation, but out of gratitude and, frankly, common sense. (1John 4:13-19,
Psa. 111:10) Returning to the verse at the beginning, we are CLAY created by
God and dealt with according to HIS perfect design, according to His
sovereign, absolute power.

But who are you, O man, to answer back to God? Will what is molded say to
its molder, “"Why have you made me like this?” Has the potter no right over
the clay, to make out of the same lump one vessel for honorable use and
another for dishonorable use? What if God, desiring to show his wrath and to
make known his power, has endured with much patience vessels of wrath
prepared for destruction, in order to make known the riches of his glory for
vessels of mercy, which he has prepared beforehand for glory—even us whom
he has called, not from the Jews only but also from the Gentiles? Romans
9:20-24

I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your

bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual
worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the
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renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God,
what is good and acceptable and perfect. Romans 12:1-2

JESUS is the ONLY way, and He is worthy of our respect, obedience and love.
It is not loving to give people “permission” to sin or to make “another way” to
heaven. If we do that, then we're making ourselves into a god—one who can't
save anyone. There is ONE God and there is ONLY His way to heaven.

Jesus said to him, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to
the Father except through me. John 14:6

No one who denies the Son has the Father. Whoever confesses the Son has
the Father also. 1 John 2:23

Whoever believes in the Son of God has the testimony in himself. Whoever
does not believe God has made him a liar, because he has not believed in the
testimony that God has borne concerning his Son. And this is the testimony,
that God gave us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. Whoever has the Son
has life, whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life. 1 John
5:10-12

And Jesus answered them, "See that no one leads you astray. For many will
come in my name, saying, 'I am the Christ,” and they will lead many astray.”
Matthew 24:4-5

Then if anyone says to you, 'Look, here is the Christ!” or 'There he is!” do not
believe it. For false christs and false prophets will arise and perform great
signs and wonders, so as to lead astray, if possible, even the elect. See, I
have told you beforehand. So, if they say to you, 'Look, he is in the
wilderness,’ do not go out. If they say, 'Look, he is in the inner rooms,” do not
believe it. For as the lightning comes from the east and shines as far as the
west, so will be the coming of the Son of Man.” Matthew 24:23-27

And he carried me away in the Spirit into a wilderness, and I saw a woman
sitting on a scarlet beast that was full of blasphemous names, and it had seven
heads and ten horns. The woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet, and
adorned with gold and jewels and pearls, holding in her hand a golden cup full
of abominations and the impurities of her sexual immorality. And on her
forehead was written a name of mystery: “"Babylon the great, mother of
prostitutes and of earth’s abominations.” And I saw the woman, drunk with the
blood of the saints, the blood of the martyrs of Jesus. When I saw her, I
marveled greatly. Revelation 17:3-6
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We were warned in the Bible about people who would “have the appearance
of godliness but deny its power.” What else is that when people go through the
motions of “faith” in Jesus on Sunday morning and live for themselves the rest
of the week? Listening to a short sermon containing a few Bible verses will not
give anyone the power they need to resist temptation and walk with God
DAILY, let alone withstand persecution. People aren't told often enough (or
sometimes at all) about how the Holy Spirit empowers them to resist sin IF
they are truly born again. Most think “the church” is a building or a service
they attend to hear short, palatable sermons. The result is a body of believers
unprepared to do spiritual battle against the forces of evil in this fallen world.
We need to put on the whole armor of God EVERY DAY. Let’s be READY for His
return, not ashamed.

But understand this, that in the last days there will come times of difficulty.
For people will be lovers of self, lovers of money, proud, arrogant, abusive,
disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, heartless, unappeasable,
slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not loving good, treacherous, reckless,
swollen with conceit, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, having the
appearance of godliness, but denying its power. Avoid such people. 2 Timothy
3:1-5

So put away all malice and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy and all slander.
Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow
up into salvation—if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. As you
come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of God chosen
and precious, you yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual
house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God
through Jesus Christ. 1 Peter 2:1-5

The one being joined to the Lord becomes one spirit with him. Flee from
sexual immorality. Every other sin a person commits is outside the body, but
the sexually immoral person sins against his own body. Or do you not know
that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have from
God? You are not your own, for you were bought with a price. So glorify God
in your body. 1 Corinthians 6:17-20

Now if anyone builds on the foundation [Jesus] with gold, silver, precious
stones, wood, hay, straw—each one’s work will become manifest, for the Day
will disclose it, because it will be revealed by fire, and the fire will test what
sort of work each one has done. If the work that anyone has built on the
foundation survives, he will receive a reward. If anyone’s work is burned up,
he will suffer loss, though he himself will be saved, but only as through fire.
Do you not know that you are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit dwells in
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you? If anyone destroys God’s temple, God will destroy him. For God’s temple
is holy, and you are that temple. 1 Corinthians 3:12-17

Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. Put on the
whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the schemes of the
devil. For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers,
against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness,
against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. Therefore take up
the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day,
and having done all, to stand firm. Stand therefore, having fastened on the
belt of truth, and having put on the breastplate of righteousness, and, as
shoes for your feet, having put on the readiness given by the gospel of peace.
In all circumstances take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish
all the flaming darts of the evil one; and take the helmet of salvation, and the
sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God, praying at all times in the Spirit,
with all prayer and supplication. To that end keep alert with all perseverance,
making supplication for all the saints, and also for me, that words may be
given to me in opening my mouth boldly to proclaim the mystery of the
gospel, for which I am an ambassador in chains, that I may declare it boldly,
as I ought to speak. Ephesians 6:10-20

Let what you heard from the beginning abide in you. If what you heard from
the beginning abides in you, then you too will abide in the Son and in the
Father. And this is the promise that he made to us—eternal life. I write these
things to you about those who are trying to deceive you. But the anointing
that you received from him abides in you, and you have no need that anyone
should teach you. But as his anointing teaches you about everything, and is
true, and is no lie—just as it has taught you, abide in him. And now, little
children, abide in him, so that when he appears we may have confidence and
not shrink from him in shame at his coming. If you know that he is righteous,
you may be sure that everyone who practices righteousness has been born of
him. 1 John 2:24-29
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