Pride
by Tricia Berg

Today I saw a short video with YOUNG children having a discussion around a
conference table with a female “facilitator” of sorts who was leading the children
to give the “right” (politically correct) answers regarding acceptance of
homosexuality. To illustrate how innocent these kids were, the answer to “what
is coming out of the closet?” was “that’s what you do when you’re playing hide
and seek.” They were told it was good to be accepting of everyone’s sexuality,
but they had NO IDEA what that even is!

The reason those who are pushing this agenda are so eager to indoctrinate
children this young is so that then they will never be able to remember not
“knowing” that homosexuality is “good.” (That is also what's behind the
“movement” to remove gender references from children’s books.) The kids
were encouraged to idolize celebrity “icons” who are homosexual. It was also
inferred that it's more important that parents be “cool” (i.e. gay or a gay “ally”)
than to actually raise their children with morals, rules and restrictions for their
own good, etc. (Deut. 8:5, Prov. 29:17)

Whatever happened to it being illegal to corrupt minors? Is it okay so long as
their parents gave permission for the innocent minds of their children to be
defiled? It reminds me of the dad who was celebrated in social media for
putting makeup on his confused middle school-aged son. What do children this
age need to know about sexuality of any kind, let alone same-gender sexuality?
(Except to know that NO ONE should be touching them or even TALKING to
them about these things.) Wake up, people! This is not "enlightened," it's
DEPRAVED. God is not “proud” of those who champion anything that He has
called sin. (Lev. 20:13, Rom. 1:26-28, Jude 1:7)

You have wearied the LORD with your words. But you say, "How have we
wearied him?” By saying, "Everyone who does evil is good in the sight of the
LORD, and he delights in them.” Or by asking, “Where is the God of justice?”
Malachi 2:17

Or do you presume on the riches of his kindness and forbearance and patience,
not knowing that God’s kindness is meant to lead you to repentance? But
because of your hard and impenitent heart you are storing up wrath for yourself
on the day of wrath when God'’s righteous judgment will be revealed. He will
render to each one according to his works: to those who by patience in
well-doing seek for glory and honor and immortality, he will give eternal life;
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but for those who are self-seeking and do not obey the truth, but obey
unrighteousness, there will be wrath and fury. There will be tribulation and
distress for every human being who does evil, the Jew first and also the Greek,
but glory and honor and peace for everyone who does good, the Jew first and
also the Greek. For God shows no partiality. Romans 2:4-11

The parents of these children who were allowed to participate in the video’s
discussion, and those who happily let their children watch this presentation, do
not see what’s coming. If they believe in God, it’s in an “inclusive” version of
Him who loves everybody, INCLUDING their sin (which somehow makes perfect
sense to them for Jesus to have to die for it if God LOVES sin?) People without
discernment do not recognize danger when they see it. They’'re like people who
see a steep cliff and have their kids stand on the edge of it to pose for a photo.
These same parents probably take their kids to the movie "Show Dogs,” where
a likeable animal character is used to teach children how to “go to your happy
place” in your mind when someone is molesting you—how it's sometimes
necessary and honorable to “take one for the team,” even when it comes to
being fondled inappropriately. How nice.

For the look on their faces bears witness against them; they proclaim their sin
like Sodom; they do not hide it. Woe to them! For they have brought evil on
themselves. Tell the righteous that it shall be well with them, for they shall eat
the fruit of their deeds. Woe to the wicked! It shall be ill with him, for what his
hands have dealt out shall be done to him. My people—infants are their
oppressors, and women rule over them. O my people, your guides mislead you
and they have swallowed up the course of your paths. Isaiah 3:9-12

“"For from the least to the greatest of them, everyone is greedy for unjust gain;
and from prophet to priest, everyone deals falsely. They have healed the wound
of my people lightly, saying, '‘Peace, peace,” when there is no peace. Were they
ashamed when they committed abomination? No, they were not at allashamed;
they did not know how to blush. Therefore they shall fall among those who fall;
at the time that I punish them, they shall be overthrown,” says the LORD. Thus
says the LORD: “"Stand by the roads, and look, and ask for the ancient paths,
where the good way is; and walk in it, and find rest for your souls. But they
said, ‘We will not walk in it.” I set watchmen over you, saying, '‘Pay attention to
the sound of the trumpet!’ But they said, 'We will not pay attention.”” Jeremiah
6:13-17

In case anyone doesn’t think the Old Testament applies to us, don’t you know
that our God is ONE (Father, Son and Spirit) and He inspired everything in the



Bible to be written for our instruction? If something no longer applies in this
age, then He has told us that’s the case.

For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that
through endurance and through the encouragement of the Scriptures we might
have hope. Romans 15:4

For I do not want you to be unaware, brothers, that our fathers were all under
the cloud, and all passed through the sea, and all were baptized into Moses in
the cloud and in the sea, and all ate the same spiritual food, and all drank the
same spiritual drink. For they drank from the spiritual Rock that followed them,
and the Rock was Christ. Nevertheless, with most of them God was not
pleased, for they were overthrown in the wilderness. Now these things
took place as examples for us, that we might not desire evil as they did. Do
not be idolaters as some of them were; as it is written, "The people sat down
to eat and drink and rose up to play.” We must not indulge in sexual immorality
as some of them did, and twenty-three thousand fell in a single day. We must
not put Christ to the test, as some of them did and were destroyed by serpents,
nor grumble, as some of them did and were destroyed by the Destroyer. Now
these things happened to them as an example, but they were written down for
our instruction, on whom the end of the ages has come. Therefore let anyone
who thinks that he stands take heed lest he fall. No temptation has overtaken
you that is not common to man. God is faithful, and he will not let you be
tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation he will also provide the
way of escape, that you may be able to endure it. 1 Corinthians 10:1-13

All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for
correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be
complete, equipped for every good work. 2 Timothy 3:16-17

Now, therefore, why are you putting God to the test by placing a yoke on the
neck of the disciples that neither our fathers nor we have been able to bear?
Acts 15:10

But as for the Gentiles who have believed, we have sent a letter with our
judgment that they should abstain from what has been sacrificed to idols, and
from blood, and from what has been strangled, and from sexual immorality.”
Acts 21:25 (Also see Acts 15:20, 29 - God had it recorded for us THREE times!)

Therefore let no one pass judgment on you in questions of food and drink, or
with regard to a festival or a new moon or a Sabbath. These are a shadow of
the things to come, but the substance belongs to Christ. Colossians 2:16-17
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Jesus had these words for people who teach children that sin is good:

At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, "Who is the greatest in the
kingdom of heaven?” And calling to him a child, he put him in the midst of them
and said, “Truly, I say to you, unless you turn and become like children, you will
never enter the kingdom of heaven. Whoever humbles himself like this child is
the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. Whoever receives one such child in my
name receives me, but whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in
me to sin, it would be better for him to have a great millstone fastened around
his neck and to be drowned in the depth of the sea. Woe to the world for
temptations to sin! For it is necessary that temptations come, but woe to the
one by whom the temptation comes! And if your hand or your foot causes you
to sin, cut it off and throw it away. It is better for you to enter life crippled or
lame than with two hands or two feet to be thrown into the eternal fire. And if
your eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away. It is better for you to
enter life with one eye than with two eyes to be thrown into the hell of fire.”
Matthew 18:1-9

Woe to those who call evil good and good evil, who put darkness for light and
light for darkness, who put bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter! Woe to those
who are wise in their own eyes, and shrewd in their own sight! Isaiah 5:20-21

If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and him
alone. If he listens to you, you have gained your brother. But if he does not
listen, take one or two others along with you, that every charge may be
established by the evidence of two or three witnesses. If he refuses to listen to
them, tell it to the church. And if he refuses to listen even to the church, let him
be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. Matthew 18:15-17

But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will be false
teachers among you, who will secretly bring in destructive heresies, even
denying the Master who bought them, bringing upon themselves swift
destruction. And many will follow their sensuality, and because of them the way
of truth will be blasphemed. And in their greed they will exploit you with false
words. Their condemnation from long ago is not idle, and their destruction is
not asleep. For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but cast them into
hell and committed them to chains of gloomy darkness to be kept until the
judgment; if he did not spare the ancient world, but preserved Noah, a herald
of righteousness, with seven others, when he brought a flood upon the world
of the ungodly, if by turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah to ashes he
condemned them to extinction, making them an example of what is going to
happen to the ungodly,; and if he rescued righteous Lot, greatly distressed by
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the sensual conduct of the wicked (for as that righteous man lived among them
day after day, he was tormenting his righteous soul over their lawless deeds
that he saw and heard); then the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from
trials, and to keep the unrighteous under punishment until the day of judgment,
and especially those who indulge in the lust of defiling passion and despise
authority. Bold and willful, they do not tremble as they blaspheme the glorious
ones, whereas angels, though greater in might and power, do not pronounce
a blasphemous judgment against them before the Lord. But these, like irrational
animals, creatures of instinct, born to be caught and destroyed, blaspheming
about matters of which they are ignorant, will also be destroyed in their
destruction, suffering wrong as the wage for their wrongdoing. They count it
pleasure to revel in the daytime. They are blots and blemishes, reveling in their
deceptions, while they feast with you. They have eyes full of adultery, insatiable
for sin. They entice unsteady souls. They have hearts trained in greed.
Accursed children! Forsaking the right way, they have gone astray. They have
followed the way of Balaam, the son of Beor, who loved gain from wrongdoing,
but was rebuked for his own transgression; a speechless donkey spoke with
human voice and restrained the prophet’s madness. These are waterless
springs and mists driven by a storm. For them the gloom of utter darkness has
been reserved. For, speaking loud boasts of folly, they entice by sensual
passions of the flesh those who are barely escaping from those who live in
error. They promise them freedom, but they themselves are slaves of
corruption. For whatever overcomes a person, to that he is enslaved.
For if, after they have escaped the defilements of the world through the
knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled in
them and overcome, the last state has become worse for them than the first.
For it would have been better for them never to have known the way of
righteousness than after knowing it to turn back from the holy commandment
delivered to them. What the true proverb says has happened to them: “"The dog
returns to its own vomit, and the sow, after washing herself, returns to wallow
in the mire.” 2 Peter 2:1-22

Note in the following passage that “those who did not believe” and were
destroyed after coming out of Egypt showed their true colors by three things.
One, they worshiped idols (these do NOT have to be made of metal, stone or
wood—they can be anything that we give adoration instead of or above God);
two, they committed sexual immorality while waiting for Moses (a “type” of
Jesus) to come down from the mountain; and three, they refused to FOLLOW
Joshua (a “type” of Jesus) into the promised land out of fear of the inhabitants.

Jude, a servant of Jesus Christ and brother of James, To those who are called,
beloved in God the Father and kept for Jesus Christ: May mercy, peace, and
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love be multiplied to you. Beloved, although I was very eager to write to you
about our common salvation, I found it necessary to write appealing to you to
contend for the faith that was once for all delivered to the saints. For certain
people have crept in unnoticed who long ago were designated for this
condemnation, ungodly people, who pervert the grace of our God into
sensuality and deny our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ. Now I want to
remind you, although you once fully knew it, that Jesus, who saved a people
out of the land of Egypt, afterward destroyed those who did not believe. And
the angels who did not stay within their own position of authority, but left their
proper dwelling, he has kept in eternal chains under gloomy darkness until the
judgment of the great day— just as Sodom and Gomorrah and the surrounding
cities, which likewise indulged in sexual immorality and pursued
unnatural desire, serve as an example by undergoing a punishment of
eternal fire. Yet in like manner these people also, relying on their dreams, defile
the flesh, reject authority, and blaspheme the glorious ones. But when the
archangel Michael, contending with the devil, was disputing about the body of
Moses, he did not presume to pronounce a blasphemous judgment, but said,
"The Lord rebuke you.” But these people blaspheme all that they do not
understand, and they are destroyed by all that they, like unreasoning animals

understand instinctively. Woe to them! For they walked in the way of Cain and
abandoned themselves for the sake of gain to Balaam’s error and perished in
Korah’s rebellion. These are hidden reefs at your love feasts, as they feast with
you without fear, shepherds feeding themselves; waterless clouds, swept along
by winds; fruitless trees in late autumn, twice dead, uprooted; wild waves of
the sea, casting up the foam of their own shame; wandering stars, for whom
the gloom of utter darkness has been reserved forever. It was also about these
that Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied, saying, “"Behold, the Lord
comes with ten thousands of his holy ones, to execute judgment on all and to
convict all the ungodly of all their deeds of ungodliness that they have
committed in such an ungodly way, and of all the harsh things that ungodly
sinners have spoken against him.” These are grumblers, malcontents, following
their own sinful desires; they are loud-mouthed boasters, showing favoritism
to gain advantage. But you must remember, beloved, the predictions of the
apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ. They said to you, “In the last time there will
be scoffers, following their own ungodly passions.” It is these who cause
divisions, worldly people, devoid of the Spirit. Jude 1:1-19

For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and
unrighteousness of men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth. For
what can be known about God is plain to them, because God has shown it to
them. For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature,
have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things
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that have been made. So they are without excuse. For although they knew God,
they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but they became futile in
their thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened. Claiming to be wise, they
became fools, and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images
resembling mortal man and birds and animals and creeping things. Therefore
God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, to the dishonoring of
their bodies among themselves, because they exchanged the truth about God
for a lie and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who
is blessed forever! Amen. For this reason God gave them up to dishonorable
passions. For their women exchanged natural relations for those that are
contrary to nature; and the men likewise gave up natural relations with women
and were consumed with passion for one another, men committing shameless
acts with men and receiving in themselves the due penalty for their error. And
since they did not see fit to acknowledge God, God gave them up to a debased
mind to do what ought not to be done. They were filled with all manner of
unrighteousness, evil, covetousness, malice. They are full of envy, murder,
strife, deceit, maliciousness. They are gossips, slanderers, haters of God,
insolent, haughty, boastful, inventors of evil, disobedient to parents, foolish,
faithless, heartless, ruthless. Though they know God’s righteous decree that
those who practice such things deserve to die, they not only do them but give
approval to those who practice them. Romans 1:18-32

Brothers, join in imitating me, and keep your eyes on those who walk according
to the example you have in us. For many, of whom I have often told you and
now tell you even with tears, walk as enemies of the cross of Christ. Their end
is destruction, their god is their belly, and they glory in their shame, with
minds set on earthly things. But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we
await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, who will transform our lowly body to be
like his glorious body, by the power that enables him even to subject all things
to himself. Philippians 3:17-21

Now the works of the flesh are evident: sexual immorality, impurity, sensuality,
idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries, dissensions,
divisions, envy, drunkenness, orgies, and things like these. I warn you, as I
warned you before, that those who do such things will not inherit the kingdom
of God. Galatians 5:19-21

Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God?
Do not be deceived: neither the sexually immoral, nor idolaters, nor adulterers,
nor men who practice homosexuality, nor thieves, nor the greedy, nor
drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God. 1
Corinthians 6:9-10




(Notice it's about what you PRACTICE - any sin can be washed away, but how
can anyone say they're “clean” when they're STILL wallowing in the mud?)

Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who practices sin
is a slave to sin. John 8:34

Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: sexual immorality, impurity,
passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. On account of these
the wrath of God is coming. In these you too once walked, when you were
living in them. But now you must put them all away: anger, wrath, malice,
slander, and obscene talk from your mouth. Do not lie to one another, seeing
that you have put off the old self with its practices and have put on the new
self, which is being renewed in knowledge after the image of its creator.
Colossians 3:5-10

But as for the cowardly, the faithless, the detestable, as for murderers, the
sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars, their portion will be in the
lake that burns with fire and sulfur, which is the second death.” Revelation 21:8

And he said to me, "Do not seal up the words of the prophecy of this book, for
the time is near. Let the evildoer still do evil, and the filthy still be filthy, and
the righteous still do right, and the holy still be holy.” "Behold, I am coming
soon, bringing my recompense with me, to repay each one for what he has
done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and
the end.” Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they may have the
right to the tree of life and that they may enter the city by the gates. Qutside
are the dogs and sorcerers and the sexually immoral and murderers and
idolaters, and everyone who loves and practices falsehood. Revelation
22:10-15

Do not be deceived: God is not mocked, for whatever one sows, that will he
also reap. For the one who sows to his own flesh will from the flesh reap
corruption, but the one who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal
life. Galatians 6:7-8

Strive for peace with everyone, and for the holiness without which no one will
see the Lord. See to it that no one fails to obtain the grace of God,; that no
“root of bitterness” springs up and causes trouble, and by it many become
defiled; that no one is sexually immoral or unholy like Esau, who sold his
birthright for a single meal. For you know that afterward, when he desired to
inherit the blessing, he was rejected, for he found no chance to repent, though
he sought it with tears. Hebrews 12:14-17
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Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.
Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you
sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded. Be wretched and mourn
and weep. Let your laughter be turned to mourning and your joy to gloom.
Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will exalt you. James 4:7-10

Just so we're clear—no one saves themselves by anything they do. ONLY Jesus
does that. However, He gives us a sparkling white garment of salvation and
robe of righteousness, and we are not to dishonor Him and rebel against Him
by refusing to cooperate with Him in staying clean. This is NOT our partially
saving ourselves or keeping ourselves saved—it's using common sense. He said
that the one who LOVES Him will OBEY Him. He WILL judge everyone, starting
with His own. It MATTERS how people who claim to be children of God behave.

("Behold, I am coming like a thief! Blessed is the one who stays awake, keeping
his garments on, that he may not go about naked and be seen exposed!”)
Revelation 16:15

I said to him, "Sir, you know.” And he said to me, "These are the ones coming
out of the great tribulation. They have washed their robes and made them
white in the blood of the Lamb.” Revelation 7:14

Jesus answered him, “If anyone loves me, he will keep my word, and my Father
will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him. Whoever
does not love me does not keep my words. And the word that you hear is not
mine but the Father’s who sent me. John 14:23-24

And Jesus came and said to them, "All authority in heaven and on earth has
been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching
them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you
always, to the end of the age.” Matthew 28:18-20

For you know what instructions we gave you through the Lord Jesus. For this
is the will of God, your sanctification: that you abstain from sexual immorality;
that each one of you know how to control his own body in holiness and honor,
not in the passion of lust like the Gentiles who do not know God, that no one
transgress and wrong his brother in this matter, because the Lord is an avenger
in all these things, as we told you beforehand and solemnly warned you. For
God has not called us for impurity, but in holiness. Therefore whoever
disregards this, disregards not man but God, who gives his Holy Spirit to you.
1 Thessalonians 4:2-8




But sexual immorality and all impurity or covetousness must not even be
named among you, as is proper among saints. Let there be no filthiness nor
foolish talk nor crude joking, which are out of place, but instead let there be
thanksgiving. For you may be sure of this, that everyone who is sexually
immoral or impure, or who is covetous (that is, an idolater), has no inheritance
in the kingdom of Christ and God. Let no one deceive you with empty words,
for because of these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of
disobedience. Therefore do not become partners with them, for at one time you
were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light (for
the fruit of light is found in all that is good and right and true), and try to
discern what is pleasing to the Lord. Take no part in the unfruitful works of
darkness, but instead expose them. For it is shameful even to speak of the
things that they do in secret. But when anything is exposed by the light, it
becomes visible, for anything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says,
“"Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.” Look
carefully then how you walk, not as unwise but as wise, making the best use
of the time, because the days are evil. Therefore do not be foolish, but
understand what the will of the Lord is. Ephesians 5:3-17

For if we go on sinning deliberately after receiving the knowledge of the truth,
there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, but a fearful expectation of
judgment, and a fury of fire that will consume the adversaries. Anyone who has
set aside the law of Moses dies without mercy on the evidence of two or three
witnesses. How much worse punishment, do you think, will be deserved by the
one who has trampled underfoot the Son of God, and has profaned the blood
of the covenant by which he was sanctified, and has outraged the Spirit of
grace? For we know him who said, “Vengeance is mine; I will repay.” And
again, “"The Lord will judge his people.” It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands
of the living God. Hebrews 10:26-31

For it is time for_judgment to begin at the household of God,; and if it begins
with us, what will be the outcome for those who do not obey the gospel of God?
And “If the righteous is scarcely saved, what will become of the ungodly and the
sinner?” 1 Peter 4:17-18

“"Enter by the narrow gate. For the gate is wide and the way is easy that leads
to destruction, and those who enter by it are many. For the gate is narrow
and the way is hard that leads to life, and those who find it are few. "Beware
of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing but inwardly are
ravenous wolves. You will recognize them by their fruits. Are grapes gathered
from thornbushes, or figs from thistles? So, every healthy tree bears good fruit,
but the diseased tree bears bad fruit. A healthy tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor
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can a diseased tree bear good fruit. Every tree that does not bear good fruit is
cut down and thrown into the fire. Thus you will recognize them by their fruits.
"Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,” will enter the kingdom of heaven,
but the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. On that day many
will say to me, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and cast out
demons in your name, and do many mighty works in your name?’ And then will
I declare to them, 'I never knew you; depart from me, you workers of
lawlessness.” "Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does them
will be like a wise man who built his house on the rock. And the rain fell, and
the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house, but it did not fall,
because it had been founded on the rock. And everyone who hears these words
of mine and does not do them will be like a foolish man who built his house
on the sand. And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and
beat against that house, and it fell, and great was the fall of it.” And when Jesus
finished these sayings, the crowds were astonished at his teaching, for he was
teaching them as one who had authority, and not as their scribes. Matthew
7:13-29

If this article is "hateful," then so is a smoke alarm, a tornado siren, a carbon
monoxide detector, etc. Taking out the batteries will stop the noise, but it won't
change the fact that there may be a serious problem! The Bible says that those
who are perishing cannot understand spiritual things, but those who are wise
will listen. God has shown us by everything He DESIGNED that He made male
and female for a purpose.

The natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are
folly to him, and he is not able to understand them because they are spiritually
discerned. 1 Corinthians 2:14

But you, beloved, building yourselves up in your most holy faith and praying in
the Holy Spirit, keep yourselves in the love of God, waiting for the mercy of our
Lord Jesus Christ that leads to eternal life. And have mercy on those who
doubt; save others by snatching them out of the fire; to others show mercy
with fear, hating even the garment stained by the flesh. Jude 1:20-23

“"Bear fruit in keeping with repentance. And do not presume to say to
yourselves, 'We have Abraham as our father,’ for I tell you, God is able from
these stones to raise up children for Abraham. Even now the axe is laid to the
root of the trees. Every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down
and thrown into the fire. I baptize you with water for repentance, but he who
is coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry.
He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his
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hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and gather his wheat into the barn,
but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” Matthew 3:8-12

(Note: These days people might not say, "We have Abraham as our father,” but
they might say, “I went ‘to church’ every week” or “I was ‘baptized’ as a
baby.”)

"I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. Every branch in me that
does not bear fruit he takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he
prunes, that it may bear more fruit. Already you are clean because of the word
that I have spoken to you. Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear
fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in
me. I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him,
he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. If anyone
does not abide in me he is thrown away like a branch and withers; and the
branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. If you abide in me,
and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you.
By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my
disciples. As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love.
If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept
my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. These things I have spoken
to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full. This is my
commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. Greater love
has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends. You are my
friends if you do what I command you.” John 15:1-14

“"Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and
gathered fish of every kind. When it was full, men drew it ashore and sat down
and sorted the good into containers but threw away the bad. So it will be at the
end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the
righteous and throw them into the fiery furnace. In that place there will be
weeping and gnashing of teeth.” Matthew 13:47-50

Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples came to him,
saying, “"Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” He answered, "The
one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man. The field is the world, and the
good seed is the sons of the kingdom. The weeds are the sons of the evil one,
and the enemy who sowed them is the devil. The harvest is the end of the age,
and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are gathered and burned with
fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send his angels, and
they will gather out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all
law-breakers, and throw them into the fiery furnace. In that place there will
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be weeping and gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the
sun in the kingdom of their Father. He who has ears, let him hear. Matthew
13:36-43

Do you not know that you are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit dwells in you?
If anyone destroys God'’s temple, God will destroy him. For God’s temple
is holy, and you are that temple. Let no one deceive himself. If anyone among
you thinks that he is wise in this age, let him become a fool that he may
become wise. For the wisdom of this world is folly with God. For it is written,
"He catches the wise in their craftiness,” and again, "The Lord knows the
thoughts of the wise, that they are futile.” 1 Corinthians 3:16-20

But God'’s firm foundation stands, bearing this seal: "The Lord knows those who
are his,” and, "Let everyone who names the name of the Lord depart from
iniquity.” Now in a great house there are not only vessels of gold and silver but
also of wood and clay, some for honorable use, some for dishonorable.
Therefore, if anyone cleanses himself from what is dishonorable, he will be a
vessel for honorable use, set apart as holy, useful to the master of the house,
ready for every good work. So flee youthful passions and pursue righteousness,
faith, love, and peace, along with those who call on the Lord from a pure heart.
Have nothing to do with foolish, ignorant controversies; you know that they
breed quarrels. And the Lord’s servant must not be quarrelsome but kind to
everyone, able to teach, patiently enduring evil, correcting his opponents with
gentleness. God may perhaps grant them repentance leading to a knowledge
of the truth, and they may come to their senses and escape from the snare of
the devil, after being captured by him to do his will. 2 Timothy 2:19-26

The broad path leads to destruction. People who are on it DO NOT know the
narrow way, but misery loves company—they misrepresent the broad road by
calling it the narrow path in order to lead more people astray.

You are of your father the devil, and your will is to do your father’s desires. He
was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because
there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks out of his own character, for
he is a liar and the father of lies. John 8:44

Indeed, all who desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted,
while evil people and impostors will go on from bad to worse, deceiving and
being deceived. 2 Timothy 3:12-13

"Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven. "Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you
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and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be
glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets
who were before you. You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste,
how shall its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything except to
be thrown out and trampled under people’s feet. You are the light of the world.
A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do people light a lamp and put it under
a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the same way,
let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and
give glory to your Father who is in heaven. Matthew 5:10-16

I wrote to you in my letter not to associate with sexually immoral people— not
at all meaning the sexually immoral of this world, or the greedy and swindlers,
or idolaters, since then you would need to go out of the world. But now I am
writing to you not to associate with anyone who bears the name of brother if
he is guilty of sexual immorality or greed, or is an idolater, reviler, drunkard,
or swindler—not even to eat with such a one. For what have I to do with
judging outsiders? Is it not those inside the church whom you are to judge? God
judges those outside. "Purge the evil person from among you.” 1 Corinthians
5:9-13

(This refers to the CHURCH (believers)—we are to keep the leaven (false
teachings/sin) OUT. Sin and false teachings are like a cancer, they SPREAD and
corrupt the whole body, and we are the BODY of Christ.)

When you are assembled in the name of the Lord Jesus and my spirit is
present, with the power of our Lord Jesus, you are to deliver this man [who is
practicing sexual immorality] to Satan for the destruction of the flesh, so that
his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord. Your boasting is not good. Do
you not know that a little leaven leavens the whole lump? Cleanse out the old
leaven that you may be a new lump, as you really are unleavened. For Christ,
our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed. Let us therefore celebrate the festival,
not with the old leaven, the leaven of malice and evil, but with the unleavened
bread of sincerity and truth. 1 Corinthians 5:4-8

Do not be unequally yoked with unbelievers. For what partnership has
righteousness with lawlessness? Or what fellowship has light with darkness?
What accord has Christ with Belial? Or what portion does a believer share with
an unbeliever? What agreement has the temple of God with idols? For we are
the temple of the living God,; as God said, "I will make my dwelling among them
and walk among them, and I will be their God, and they shall be my people.
Therefore go out from their midst, and be separate from them, says the Lord,
and touch no unclean thing,; then I will welcome you, and I will be a father to
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you, and you shall be sons and daughters to me, says the Lord Almighty.” 2
Corinthians 6:14-18

Do not be deceived: "Bad company ruins good morals.” Wake up from your
drunken stupor, as is right, and do not go on sinning. For some have no
knowledge of God. I say this to your shame. 1 Corinthians 15:33-34

This is now the second letter that I am writing to you, beloved. In both of them
I am stirring up your sincere mind by way of reminder, that you should
remember the predictions of the holy prophets and the commandment of the
Lord and Savior through your apostles, knowing this first of all, that scoffers will
come in the last days with scoffing, following their own sinful desires. They will
say, "Where is the promise of his coming? For ever since the fathers fell asleep,
all things are continuing as they were from the beginning of creation.” For they
deliberately overlook this fact, that the heavens existed long ago, and the earth
was formed out of water and through water by the word of God, and that by
means of these the world that then existed was deluged with water and
perished. But by the same word the heavens and earth that now exist are
stored up for fire, being kept until the day of judgment and destruction of the
ungodly. But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day
is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. The Lord is not slow
to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not
wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance. But the
day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with
a roar, and the heavenly bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the earth
and the works that are done on it will be exposed. Since all these things are
thus to be dissolved, what sort of people ought you to be in lives of holiness
and godliness, waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because
of which the heavens will be set on fire and dissolved, and the heavenly bodies
will melt as they burn! But according to his promise we are waiting for new
heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells. Therefore, beloved,
since you are waiting for these, be diligent to be found by him without spot or
blemish, and at peace. And count the patience of our Lord as salvation, just as
our beloved brother Paul also wrote to you according to the wisdom given him,
as he does in all his letters when he speaks in them of these matters. There are
some things in them that are hard to understand, which the ignorant and
unstable twist to their own destruction, as they do the other Scriptures. You
therefore, beloved, knowing this beforehand, take care that you are not carried
away with the error of lawless people and lose your own stability. But grow in
the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be the
glory both now and to the day of eternity. Amen. 2 Peter 3:1-18
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We are told to speak the TRUTH in love. Love and truth are in agreement, just
like hate and lies. Which do we prefer? Telling a lie often enough and long
enough and LOUD enough does not make it true.

And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and
teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body
of Christ, until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the
Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness
of Christ, so that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the waves
and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness
in deceitful schemes. Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up
in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, from whom the whole body,
joined and held together by every joint with which it is equipped, when each
part is working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love.
Now this I say and testify in the Lord, that you must no longer walk as the
Gentiles do, in the futility of their minds. They are darkened in their
understanding, alienated from the life of God because of the ignorance that is
in them, due to their hardness of heart. They have become callous and have
given themselves up to sensuality, greedy to practice every kind of
impurity. But that is not the way you learned Christ!—assuming that you
have heard about him and were taught in him, as the truth is in Jesus, to put
off your old self, which belongs to your former manner of life and is corrupt
through deceitful desires, and to be renewed in the spirit of your minds, and to
put on the new self, created after the likeness of God in true righteousness and
holiness. Therefore, having put away falsehood, let each one of you speak the
truth with his neighbor, for we are members one of another. Be angry and do
not sin; do not let the sun go down on your anger, and give no opportunity to
the devil. Let the thief no longer steal, but rather let him labor, doing honest
work with his own hands, so that he may have something to share with anyone
in need. Let no corrupting talk come out of your mouths, but only such as is
good for building up, as fits the occasion, that it may give grace to those who
hear. And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for
the day of redemption. Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and
slander be put away from you, along with all malice. Ephesians 4:11-31

I'm here to say that unless people REPENT of their rebellion against God, they
will NOT be the protected ones to whom God is speaking in the following
passage:

Come, my people, enter your chambers, and shut your doors behind you; hide
yourselves for a little while until the fury has passed by. For behold, the LORD
is coming out from his place to punish the inhabitants of the earth for their
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iniquity, and the earth will disclose the blood shed on it, and will no more cover
its slain. Isaiah 26:20-21

Seek the LORD, all you humble of the land, who do his just commands, seek
righteousness; seek humility, perhaps you may be hidden on the day of the
anger of the LORD. Zephaniah 2:3

They will be among these people instead:

The coming of the lawless one is by the activity of Satan with all power and
false signs and wonders, and with all wicked deception for those who are
perishing, because they refused to love the truth and so be saved. Therefore
God sends them a strong delusion, so that they may believe what is false, in
order that all may be condemned who did not believe the truth but had pleasure
in unrighteousness. 2 Thessalonians 2:9-12

When he opened the sixth seal, I looked, and behold, there was a great
earthquake, and the sun became black as sackcloth, the full moon became like
blood, and the stars of the sky fell to the earth as the fig tree sheds its winter
fruit when shaken by a gale. The sky vanished like a scroll that is being rolled
up, and every mountain and island was removed from its place. Then the kings
of the earth and the great ones and the generals and the rich and the powerful,
and everyone, slave and free, hid themselves in the caves and among the rocks
of the mountains, calling to the mountains and rocks, "Fall on us and hide us
from the face of him who is seated on the throne, and from the wrath of the
Lamb, for the great day of their wrath has come, and who can stand?”
Revelation 6:12-17

But to the wicked God says: “"What right have you to recite my statutes or take
my covenant on your lips? For you hate discipline, and you cast my words
behind you. Psalm 50:16-17

This is fair notice for anyone who will listen so that they can avoid the wrath of
God to come. Here are some more words of Jesus:

"I know your works, your love and faith and service and patient endurance, and
that your latter works exceed the first. But I have this against you, that you
tolerate that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess and is teaching and
seducing my servants to practice sexual immorality and to eat food sacrificed
to idols. I gave her time to repent, but she refuses to repent of her sexual
immorality. Behold, I will throw her onto a sickbed, and those who commit
adultery with her I will throw into great tribulation, unless they repent of her
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works, and I will strike her children dead. And all the churches will know that
I am he who searches mind and heart, and I will give to each of you according
to your works.” Revelation 2:19-23

"Wake up, and strengthen what remains and is about to die, for I have not
found your works complete in the sight of my God. Remember, then, what you
received and heard. Keep it, and repent. If you will not wake up, I will come like
a thief, and you will not know at what hour I will come against you.” Revelation
3:2-3

"I know your works: you are neither cold nor hot. Would that you were either
cold or hot! So, because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I will spit
you out of my mouth. For you say, I am rich, I have prospered, and I need
nothing, not realizing that you are wretched, pitiable, poor, blind, and naked.
I counsel you to buy from me gold refined by fire, so that you may be rich, and
white garments so that you may clothe yourself and the shame of your
nakedness may not be seen, and salve to anoint your eyes, so that you may
see. Those whom I love, I reprove and discipline, so be zealous and repent.”
Revelation 3:15-19

“If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it hated you. If you
were of the world, the world would love you as its own; but because you are
not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates
you. Remember the word that I said to you: 'A servant is not greater than his
master.’ If they persecuted me, they will also persecute you. If they kept my
word, they will also keep yours. But all these things they will do to you on
account of my name, because they do not know him who sent me.” John
15:18-21

Whoever belongs to Him MUST STOP behaving like a child of the devil, or they
are lying when they say they know Him.

My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But
if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the
righteous. He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for
the sins of the whole world. And by this we know that we have come to know
him, if we keep his commandments. Whoever says "I know him” but does not
keep his commandments is a liar, and the truth is not in him, but whoever
keeps his word, in him truly the love of God is perfected. By this we may know
that we are in him: whoever says he abides in him ought to walk in the same
way in which he walked. 1 John 2:1-6
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Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also practices lawlessness,; sin is
lawlessness. You know that he appeared in order to take away sins, and in him
there is no sin. No one who abides in him keeps on sinning; no one who
keeps on sinning has either seen him or known him. Little children, let no
one deceive you. Whoever practices righteousness is righteous, as he is
righteous. Whoever makes a practice of sinning is of the devil, for the
devil has been sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of God
appeared was to destroy the works of the devil. No one born of God makes a
practice of sinning, for God’s seed abides in him, and he cannot keep on sinning
because he has been born of God. By this it is evident who are the children
of God, and who are the children of the devil: whoever does not
practice righteousness is not of God, nor is the one who does not love his
brother. 1 John 3:4-10

We believers are members of His Body. Our bodies are His temple because His
Spirit dwells in those who are truly BORN AGAIN. He will NOT allow anyone to
FORCE Him to participate in willful sexual sin! He will NOT allow His temple to
be defiled! Our society has decayed drastically, but I don’t think that the
majority accept the idea of "open” marriages where couples sleep around with
other people YET. Nevertheless, people indwelt by the Holy Spirit are being
unfaithful to God by defiling His temple when they commit ANY KIND of sexual
immorality.

"All things are lawful for me,” but not all things are helpful. "All things are lawful
for me,” but I will not be dominated by anything. “"Food is meant for the
stomach and the stomach for food”—and God will destroy both one and the
other. The body is not meant for sexual immorality, but for the Lord, and the
Lord for the body. And God raised the Lord and will also raise us up by his
power. Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? Shall I then
take the members of Christ and make them members of a prostitute? Never!
Or do you not know that he who is joined to a prostitute becomes one body
with her? For, as it is written, "The two will become one flesh.” But he who is
joined to the Lord becomes one spirit with him. Flee from sexual immorality.
Every other sin a person commits is outside the body, but the sexually immoral
person sins against his own body. Or do you not know that your body is a
temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have from God? You are not
your own, for you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your
body. 1 Corinthians 6:12-20

I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your
bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual
worship. Do not be_conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal
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of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is
good and acceptable and perfect. Romans 12:1-2

For I fear that perhaps when I come I may find you not as I wish, and that you
may find me not as you wish—that perhaps there may be quarreling, jealousy,
anger, hostility, slander, gossip, conceit, and disorder. I fear that when I come
again my God may humble me before you, and I may have to mourn over
many of those who sinned earlier and have not repented of the impurity, sexual
immorality, and sensuality that they have practiced. 2 Corinthians 12:20-21

It breaks my heart that so many confessed believers these days don't
understand that the world is NOT leading them in the right way. (Prov. 14:12)
God does not want us behaving by physical instinct as animals do. (2Pet. 2:12-
14, Jude 1:10) Animals were NOT created in God’s image like we were. (Gen.
1:26) We are to love everyone, even our enemies, but that does not mean
having sex with everyone. (1Cor. 13:4-6)

Now the Spirit expressly says that in later times some will depart from the faith
by devoting themselves to deceitful spirits and teachings of demons, through
the insincerity of liars whose consciences are seared, who forbid marriage
and require abstinence from foods that God created to be received with
thanksgiving by those who believe and know the truth. For everything created
by God is good, and nothing is to be rejected if it is received with thanksgiving,
for it is made holy by the word of God and prayer. 1 Timothy 4:1-5

But because of the temptation to sexual immorality, each man should have
his own wife and each woman her own husband. 1 Corinthians 7:2

[Husbands and wives] Do not deprive one another, except perhaps by
agreement for a limited time, that you may devote yourselves to prayer; but
then come together again, so that Satan may not tempt you because of your
lack of self-control. 1 Corinthians 7:5

Let marriage be held in honor among all, and let the marriage bed be undefiled,
for God will judge the sexually immoral and adulterous. Hebrews 13:4

Believers who adopt the world’s low standards on sexual purity (intimacy only
in marriage between one man and one woman) instead of standing with God,
who made His will plainly made known in His word, will answer to Him
according to how much opportunity they received to understand, but rejected
it. (Rom. 1:18, 2Thess. 2:10-12, 1Thess. 4:1-8, Heb. 4:13, Eph. 5:15-17, Matt.
12:30, Luke 12:47-48, Phil. 3:15-19) Anyone who can read can make the time
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to find out what pleases God. (Rom. 8:7-8, Gal. 1:10, Col. 1:9-10, 1Thess. 2:3-
7, Heb. 11:5-6, 2Tim. 2:4, 2Cor. 5:15) There really is no excuse these
days—the Bible is freely available to all in print, cell phone apps, computer
programs, etc. Once we know the truth, we are expected to repent of our
erroneous ways. (2Cor. 7:8-12, Matt. 3:8, Rom. 2:8) The goal is always
repentance and restoration to fellowship, but that lesson is lost on “churches”
who have caved into the demands of the BLIND world and made “church” a
hospice for the dying instead of offering healing from the infectious disease of
sin. (1Cor. 5:6-13, 2Cor. 2:6-7, Matt. 18:15)

Repent and be washed clean and clothed in white—again, if you have soiled
your garment. (Rev. 3:4) Jesus said IF a person repents, they MUST be
forgiven. (Luke 17:3-4, Matt. 18:21-35) Then rely on HIS POWER to overcome
temptation to go back to the OLD self. Those who overcome “because they
believe” do so by the power of the Spirit dwelling in them, not merely by
claiming to believe! If we “can’t” give up our sin, not even to please Jesus who
suffered and died for us, then we are either grieving the Holy Spirit or He is
NOT actually present within us. (Rom. 8:9, Eph. 4:30, 1Thess. 5:19-22) God'’s
word is a package deal, not a la carte! It all goes together.

For you were called to freedom, brothers. Only do not use your freedom as an
opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another. Galatians 5:13

But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh.
Galatians 5:16

And those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions
and desires. Galatians 5:24

For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments. And his
commandments are not burdensome. For everyone who has been born of God
overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has overcome the world—our
faith. Who is it that overcomes the world except the one who believes that
Jesus is the Son of God? 1 John 5:3-5

This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is
light, and in him is no darkness at all. If we say we have fellowship with him
while we walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. But if we
walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and
the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. If we say we have no sin,
we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he
is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all

-21-



unrighteousness. If we say we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his
word is not in us. 1 John 1:5-10

Notice that Romans 6 doesn't say “set free from the penalty of sin.” That is
ALSO true, but it SAYS “from sin.” There is a difference. We were ONCE slaves
to sin, but NOW we are slaves to righteousness. Whatever controls us enslaves
us, whether sin or righteousness. This is not imaginary—we can SEE by the
fruits of a person’s life which of the two they are OBEYING, sin or
righteousness. Only the one who belongs to God has been set FREE. We can
see where the wind blows by its effect, and we can see who is born again by
the fruit of the SPIRIT inside of them. (John 3:3-8, Gal. 5:16-25)

What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? By
no means! How can we who died to sin still live in it? Do you not know that all
of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death?
We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as
Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk
in newness of life. For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we
shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. We know that our
old self was crucified with him in order that the body of sin might be brought
to nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin. For one who has
died has been set free from sin. Now if we have died with Christ, we believe
that we will also live with him. We know that Christ, being raised from the dead,
will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. For the death he
died he died to sin, once for all, but the life he lives he lives to God. So you also
must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus._Let not
sin therefore reign in your mortal body, to make you obey its passions. Do not
present your members to sin as instruments for unrighteousness, but present
yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death to life, and your
members to God as instruments for righteousness. For sin will have no
dominion over you, since you are not under law but under grace. What then?
Are we to sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no means! Do
you not know that if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves, you
are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to death, or
of obedience, which leads to righteousness? But thanks be to God, that you
who were once slaves of sin have become obedient from the heart to the
standard of teaching to which you were committed, and, having been set free
from sin, have become slaves of righteousness. I am speaking in human terms,
because of your natural limitations. For just as you once presented your
members as slaves to impurity and to lawlessness leading to more lawlessness,
so _now present your members as slaves to righteousness leading to
sanctification. For when you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to
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righteousness. But what fruit were you getting at that time from the things of
which you are now ashamed? For the end of those things is death. But now that
you have been set free from sin and have become slaves of God, the fruit you
get leads to sanctification and its end, eternal life. For the wages of sin is
death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. Romans
6:1-23

When Paul says "dominion over" in the above passage, he is referring to the
authority and ability of someone (or something—in this case, sin) with power
to force us to obey them and their will. When we are spirit-filled, that power
over us is broken. He said in 1Cor. 6:12 that he will not be dominated by
anything, even though he is no longer under the law. So if we willfully sin after
we have come to the knowledge of the truth and have been set free by Jesus,
then we have only ourselves to blame. We're indulging our OLD nature and
showing we love ourselves and our sin more than Him. (2Cor. 5:17) We need
to fight the good fight, not give in. (1Tim. 6:12, 2Tim. 4:7)

So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, "“If you abide in my word,
you are truly my disciples, and you will know the truth, and the truth will set
you free.” They answered him, “"We are offspring of Abraham and have never
been enslaved to anyone. How is it that you say, ‘You will become free’?” Jesus
answered them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who practices sin is a
slave to sin. The slave does not remain in the house forever; the son remains
forever. So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed. John 8:31-36

Don't believe lies! If I were to stand in a mud puddle and claim that I'm
spotlessly clean, would that make it true because I insist upon it? When Jesus
washes us clean, He expects us to stay out of the puddle afterwards, or at least
make an effort and let Him help us resist the lure of it! If I were to believe
sincerely that I was a horse, then would I be one? NO! Wouldn’t you say I was
insane if I actually said I believed that? Well, it’s just as crazy to say that God
put someone in the "wrong" body or "made” someone in a way that He hates,
unable to avoid sinning, which would be TEMPTING them. ALL of the world’s
problems are caused by sin ruining what God originally made to be good.

Let no one say when he is tempted, "I am being tempted by God,” for God
cannot be tempted with evil, and he himself tempts no one. But each person is
tempted when he is lured and enticed by his own desire. Then desire when it
has conceived gives birth to sin, and sin when it is fully grown brings forth
death. Do not be deceived, my beloved brothers. James 1:13-16

(Also see 1 Corinthians 10:8-13 quoted previously.)
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This is ALL from the Bible. Don't read paraphrases, especially NOT "The
Message," which was written by a gay advocate in order to confuse and
deceive. God said NOT to add to His word. (Prov. 30:6) He said this to those
who take away from the Book of Revelation, which contains MANY warnings to
those who refuse to REPENT:

I warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: if anyone
adds to them, God will add to him the plagues described in this book, and if
anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God will take
away his share in the tree of life and in the holy city, which are described in this
book. Revelation 22:18-19

The hope of glory (both God’s and ours, as bestowed by Him) are why we purify
ourselves (not how—the hope itself does not do the purifying—the actions taken
because of the hope do the purifying—by abiding IN Jesus, by obeying Him
because His commands are not burdensome to those who LOVE Him).

And everyone who thus hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure. 1 John 3:3

Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is this: to visit
orphans and widows in their affliction, and to keep oneself unstained from the
world. James 1:27

To them God chose to make known how great among the Gentiles are the
riches of the glory of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. Him
we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching everyone with all wisdom, that we
may present everyone mature in Christ. For this I toil, struggling with all his
energy that he powerfully works within me. Colossians 1:27-29

Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth. For
you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ who is
your life appears, then you also will appear with him in glory. Put to death
therefore what is earthly in you: sexual immorality, impurity, passion, evil
desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. On account of these the wrath of
God is coming. In these you too once walked, when you were living in them.
Colossians 3:2-7

Jesus is NOT “siding” with people who have gone beyond His word and given
others permission to continue in the same sins Jesus died on their behalf for
any more than He is “siding with” those who try to force people to go back to
the letter of the law. (The path is narrow, with no room for extremes in either
direction.) The Pharisees thought they were “saved” by being descendants of
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Abraham, and by worshiping God with lip service but hearts far from Him.
Worshiping in spirit and truth is the opposite of that. We are every bit as able
as the Samaritans were to worship what we don’t know. They followed
traditions of men, too—just different ones than the Pharisees did. One of the
modern “traditions of men” is to leave out the Gospel and try to bring about the
Kingdom of God through man’s power. Another is to call a building, institution
or worship service “church,” whereas God is building His temple without human
hands. (Eph. 2:19-22, 2Cor. 5:1-5, 1Pet. 2:4-5, Rev. 13:6)

Therefore whoever relaxes one of the least of these commandments and
teaches others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but
whoever does them and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of
heaven. For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes
and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. Matthew 5:19-20

Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, but you say that in Jerusalem is the
place where people ought to worship.” Jesus said to her, "Woman, believe me,
the hour is coming when neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem will you
worship the Father. You worship what you do not know, we worship what we
know, for salvation is from the Jews. But the hour is coming, and is now here,
when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the
Father is seeking such people to worship him. God is spirit, and those who
worship him must worship in spirit and truth.” The woman said to him, "I know
that Messiah is coming (he who is called Christ). When he comes, he will tell us
all things.” Jesus said to her, "I who speak to you am he.” John 4:20-26

And he said to them, “Well did Isaiah prophesy of you hypocrites, as it is
written, “'This people honors me with their lips, but their heart is far from me;
in vain do they worship me, teaching as doctrines the commandments of men.’
You leave the commandment of God and hold to the tradition of men.” And he
said to them, "You have a fine way of rejecting the commandment of God in
order to establish your tradition! Mark 7:6-9

Don't be members of the "synagogue of Satan." They persecute those who
BELIEVE (those who to keep Jesus’ words, which necessarily includes refraining
from defiling His Body). If we really BELIEVE in the God of the Bible and what
He said, then we will CARE about that and ACT upon it. Remember, a Jew is one
inwardly, having the faith of Abraham, who not only believed, but did as God
asked Him to do. (Rom. 2:29, Heb. 11:8-10, Heb. 11:14-19, Jam. 2:18-26)
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"I know your tribulation and your poverty (but you are rich) and the slander of
those who say that they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan.”
Revelation 2:9

"Behold, I will make those of the synagogue of Satan who say that they are
Jews and are not, but lie—behold, I will make them come and bow down before
your feet, and they will learn that I have loved you.” Revelation 3:9

All these things my hand has made, and so all these things came to be,
declares the LORD. But this is the one to whom I will look: he who is humble
and contrite in spirit and trembles at my word. "He who slaughters an ox is like
one who kills a man; he who sacrifices a lamb, like one who breaks a dog’s
neck,; he who presents a grain offering, like one who offers pig’s blood; he who
makes a memorial offering of frankincense, like one who blesses an idol. These
have chosen their own ways, and their soul delights in their abominations; I
also will choose harsh treatment for them and bring their fears upon them,
because when I called, no one answered, when I spoke, they did not listen; but
they did what was evil in my eyes and chose that in which I did not delight.”
Hear the word of the LORD, you who tremble at his word: “Your brothers who
hate you and cast you out for my name’s sake have said, 'Let the LORD be
glorified, that we may see your joy’; but it is they who shall be put to shame.
"The sound of an uproar from the city! A sound from the temple! The sound of
the LORD, rendering recompense to his enemies!” Isaiah 66:2-6

"“And now we call the arrogant blessed. Evildoers not only prosper but they put
God to the test and they escape.’” Then those who feared the LORD spoke with
one another. The LORD paid attention and heard them, and a book of
remembrance was written before him of those who feared the LORD and
esteemed his name. "They shall be mine, says the LORD of hosts, in the day
when I make up my treasured possession, and I will spare them as a man
spares his son who serves him. Then once more you shall see the distinction
between the righteous and the wicked, between one who serves God and one
who does not serve him. For behold, the day is coming, burning like an oven,
when all the arrogant and all evildoers will be stubble. The day that is coming
shall set them ablaze, says the LORD of hosts, so that it will leave them neither
root nor branch. But for you who fear my name, the sun of righteousness shall
rise with healing in its wings. You shall go out leaping like calves from the stall.
And you shall tread down the wicked, for they will be ashes under the soles of
your feet, on the day when I act, says the LORD of hosts.” Malachi 3:15-4:3
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Did you know there were already activists during the time of the early church?
Read about them and how sometimes they even traveled to fight against the
truth and to spread their false accusations (the same as people do in
demonstrations today, but believers are to be peaceful to the extent possible -
Rom. 12:14-21, Eph. 4:29-31, 1Pet. 2:12-17, 2Tim. 2:24-26) in Acts 13:45,
50, Acts 14:2, 19, Acts 15:1, 24, Acts 17:5-8. Paul used to be one of them!
(Acts 9:1-2) Those fighting the truth became quite fierce when their profits
were at stake. (Acts 19:23-27) These days, it’s not physical idols being sold,
but celebrity “worship” (why else are they called “idols"?) and anything to do
with sex that is profitable.

Jesus is NOT returning as a "buddy" to "hang out" with people who have
reinvented Him to their own liking. He's coming at the King of kings and Lord
of lords to REIGN. He will be rewarding faithfulness to those who held fast to
His words, which are LIFE. (Mat. 25:21, John 6:63) "Love" does NOT mean
accepting and encouraging intentional sin! A while back I had a cousin (who
professes faith) write to me on Facebook that she didn't want to know "my god"
(she used quotes and a small "g" as though my God is not real). This was after
I disagreed with her opinion that we should look up to celebrities whose values
go against those of the Bible (including many who have died of drug
overdoses). So in other words, if God doesn't accept every sort of abomination
He said in the Bible that He hates—if He doesn't change with the times,
according to the preference of MAN, then she will not accept Him. Wow! What
kind of God would He be then if He does OUR will instead of the other way
around? Worshiping a god of our own making is idolatry—He doesn’t need our
advice or permission.

Then I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse! The one sitting on it is
called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he judges and makes war. His
eyes are like a flame of fire, and on his head are many diadems, and he has a
name written that no one knows but himself. He is clothed in a robe dipped in
blood, and the name by which he is called is The Word of God. And the armies
of heaven, arrayed in fine linen, white and pure, were following him on white
horses. From his mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike down the
nations, and he will rule them with a rod of iron. He will tread the winepress of
the fury of the wrath of God the Almighty. On his robe and on his thigh he has
a name written, King of kings and Lord of lords. Revelation 19:11-16

Ah, you who hide deep from the LORD your counsel, whose deeds are in the
dark, and who say, “"Who sees us? Who knows us?” You turn things upside
down! Shall the potter be regarded as the clay, that the thing made should say
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of its maker, "He did not make me”; or the thing formed say of him who formed
it, "He has no understanding”? Isaiah 29:15-16

Jesus said:

"How can you believe, when you receive glory from one another and do not
seek the glory that comes from the only God?" John 5:44

As for celebrities, there really should be any. We are all “regular people.”

My brothers, show no partiality as you hold the faith in our Lord Jesus Christ,
the Lord of glory. For if a man wearing a gold ring and fine clothing comes into
your assembly, and a poor man in shabby clothing also comes in, and if you pay
attention to the one who wears the fine clothing and say, “You sit here in a
good place,” while you say to the poor man, “You stand over there,” or, "Sit
down at my feet,” have you not then made distinctions among yourselves and
become judges with evil thoughts? Listen, my beloved brothers, has not God
chosen those who are poor in the world to be rich in faith and heirs of the
kingdom, which he has promised to those who love him? But you have
dishonored the poor man. Are not the rich the ones who oppress you, and the
ones who drag you into court? Are they not the ones who blaspheme the
honorable name by which you were called? If you really fulfill the royal law
according to the Scripture, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself,” you are
doing well. But if you show partiality, you are committing sin and are convicted
by the law as transgressors. James 2:1-9

As 2Tim. 2:19 (quoted earlier) says, anyone who calls themselves by His hame,
must SUBMIT to Him and HIS ways. If not, they can look forward to either
being “refined by fire” or perishing in the end. Better to be humble and repent
now!

Behold, I have refined you, but not as silver; I have tried you in the furnace of
affliction. For my own sake, for my own sake, I do it, for how should my name
be profaned? My glory I will not give to another. Isaiah 48:10-11

O daughter of my people, put on sackcloth, and roll in ashes; make mourning
as for an only son, most bitter lamentation, for suddenly the destroyer will
come upon us. "I have made you a_tester of metals among my people, that you
may know and test their ways. They are all stubbornly rebellious, going about
with slanders; they are bronze and iron; all of them act corruptly. The bellows
blow fiercely; the lead is consumed by the fire; in vain the refining goes on, for
the wicked are not removed. Jeremiah 6:26-29
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In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been
grieved by various trials, so that the tested genuineness of your faith—more
precious than gold that is refined when tested by fire—may be found to result
in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 1 Peter 1:6-7

Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test
you, as though something strange were happening to you. But rejoice insofar
as you share Christ’s sufferings, that you may also rejoice and be glad when his
glory is revealed. If you are insulted for the name of Christ, you are blessed,
because the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you. But let none of you suffer
as a murderer or a thief or an evildoer or as a meddler. Yet if anyone suffers
as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify God in that name. 1
Peter 4:12-16

These words of Jesus to the church at Laodicea bear repeating:

"I counsel you to buy from me gold refined by fire, so that you may be rich, and
white garments so that you may clothe yourself and the shame of your
nakedness may not be seen, and salve to anoint your eyes, so that you may
see. Those whom I love, I reprove and discipline, so be zealous and repent. He
who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.” Revelation
3:18-19, 22

So let's tie it all up together. This is “gay pride month,” but God HATES pride.
Period. Don't choose temporary "pleasures" over eternal ones. For those who
TRULY believe, then the Spirit of God is within them to transform them into
Jesus' likeness, enabling them to desire to please Him MORE than themselves.

And he said to them, "Do you not understand this parable? How then will you
understand all the parables? The sower sows the word. And these are the ones
along the path, where the word is sown: when they hear, Satan immediately
comes and takes away the word that is sown in them. And these are the ones
sown on rocky ground: the ones who, when they hear the word, immediately
receive it with joy. And they have no root in themselves, but endure for a while;
then, when tribulation or persecution arises on account of the word,
immediately they fall away. And others are the ones sown among thorns. They
are those who hear the word, but the cares of the world and the
deceitfulness of riches and the desires for other things enter in and choke
the word, and it proves unfruitful. But those that were sown on the good soil
are the ones who hear the word and accept it and bear fruit, thirtyfold and
sixtyfold and a hundredfold.” Mark 4:13-20
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Clothe yourselves, all of you, with humility toward one another, for "God
opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.” Humble yourselves,
therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that at the proper time he may
exalt you, casting all your anxieties on him, because he cares for you. Be
sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a
roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing
that the same kinds of suffering are being experienced by your brotherhood
throughout the world. And after you have suffered a little while, the God of all
grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore,
confirm, strengthen, and establish you. To him be the dominion forever and
ever. Amen. 1 Peter 5:5-11

Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also
lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with
endurance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus, the founder and
perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the
cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of
God. Consider him who endured from sinners such hostility against himself, so
that you may not grow weary or fainthearted. In your struggle against sin you
have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your blood. And have you
forgotten the exhortation that addresses you as sons? "My son, do not regard
lightly the discipline of the Lord, nor be weary when reproved by him. For the
Lord disciplines the one he loves, and chastises every son whom he receives.”
It is for discipline that you have to endure. God is treating you as sons. For
what son is there whom his father does not discipline? If you are left without
discipline, in which all have participated, then you are illegitimate children and
not sons. Besides this, we have had earthly fathers who disciplined us and we
respected them. Shall we not much more be subject to the Father of spirits and
live? For they disciplined us for a short time as it seemed best to them, but he
disciplines us for our good, that we may share his holiness. For the moment all
discipline seems painful rather than pleasant, but later it yields the peaceful
fruit of righteousness to those who have been trained by it. Hebrews 12:1-11

Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one receives the
prize? So run that you may obtain it. Every athlete exercises self-control in all
things.They do it to receive a perishable wreath, but we an imperishable. So I
do not run aimlessly; I do not box as one beating the air. But I discipline my
body and keep it under control, lest after preaching to others I myself should
be disqualified. 1 Corinthians 9:24-27

Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not only as in my
presence but much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear

-30-



and trembling, for it is God who works in you, both to will and to work for his
good pleasure. Philippians 2:12-13

We obey God (not men if their orders conflict with God’s - Acts 5:29) out of
LOVE, gratitude and respect for our Savior!

For the love of Christ controls us, because we have concluded this: that one has
died for all, therefore all have died; and he died for all, that those who live
might no longer live for themselves but for him who for their sake died and was
raised. 2 Corinthians 5:14-15

TELLING others, with our motive as LOVE, what God has said is shining your
light and seasoning your speech with salt. Corrupting minors is NOT “shining a
light.” Those who are wise will LISTEN to what God has said.

And he said to them, "Is a lamp brought in to be put under a basket, or under
a bed, and not on a stand? For nothing is hidden except to be made manifest;
nor is anything secret except to come to light. If anyone has ears to hear, let
him hear.” Mark 4:21-23

"No one after lighting a lamp puts it in a cellar or under a basket, but on a
stand, so that those who enter may see the light. Your eye is the lamp of your
body. When your eye is healthy, your whole body is full of light, but when it is
bad, your body is full of darkness. Therefore be careful lest the light in you be
darkness. If then your whole body is full of light, having no part dark, it will be
wholly bright, as when a lamp with its rays gives you light.” Luke 11:33-36

Do all things without grumbling or disputing, that you may be blameless and
innocent, children of God without blemish in the midst of a crooked and twisted
generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world, holding fast to the
word of life, so that in the day of Christ I may be proud that I did not run in
vain or labor in vain. Philippians 2:14-16

(Also see Matt. 7:13-16 quoted previously.)

"Whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be
better for him if a great millstone were hung around his neck and he were
thrown into the sea. And if your hand causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better
for you to enter life crippled than with two hands to go to hell, to the
unqguenchable fire. And if your foot causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for
you to enter life lame than with two feet to be thrown into hell. And if your eye
causes you to sin, tear it out. It is better for you to enter the kingdom of God
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with one eye than with two eyes to be thrown into hell, ‘where their worm does
not die and the fire is not quenched.’ For everyone will be salted with fire. Salt
is good, but if the salt has lost its saltiness, how will you make it salty again?
Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one another.” Mark 9:42-50

Walk in wisdom toward outsiders, making the best use of the time. Let your
speech always be gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how you
ought to answer each person. Colossians 4:5-6

Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path. Psalm 119:105

The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; all those who practice it have
a good understanding. His praise endures forever! Psalm 111:10

And those who are wise shall shine like the brightness of the sky above; and
those who turn many to righteousness, like the stars forever and ever. Daniel
12:3

My brothers, if anyone among you wanders from the truth and someone brings
him back, let him know that whoever brings back a sinner from his wandering
will save his soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins. James
5:19-20

God DOES “know what’s in our hearts” (and it's not good until He moves in and
cleans it up! John 14:23), but He doesn’t “understand” why we who CLAIM to
love Him actually love our SIN more than Him.

For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword,
piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and
discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart. And no creature is hidden
from his sight, but all are naked and exposed to the eyes of him to whom we
must give account. Hebrews 4:12-13

And he said, "What comes out of a person is what defiles him. For from within,
out of the heart of man, come evil thoughts, sexual immorality, theft, murder,
adultery, coveting, wickedness, deceit, sensuality, envy, slander, pride,
foolishness. All these evil things come from within, and they defile a person.”
Mark 7:20-23

Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me, and
whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me. And whoever
does not take his cross and follow me is not worthy of me. Whoever finds his
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life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. Matthew
10:37-39

Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the
love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world—the desires of the
flesh and the desires of the eyes and pride of life—is not from the Father
but is from the world. And the world is passing away along with its desires, but
whoever does the will of God abides forever. 1 John 2:15-17

You will have to decide for yourself, but I would rather that my “allies” tell me
when I'm in horrific danger than to tell me what they think I want to hear, or
what I really do want to hear, out of my ignorance—even though it’s a lie with
eternal consequences. Take a look at this list of attributes of the “end time”
culture. Do you think we're there yet? NOW is the time to prepare for what's
coming.

But understand this, that in the last days there will come times of difficulty. For
people will be lovers of self, lovers of money, proud, arrogant, abusive,
disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, heartless, unappeasable,
slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not loving good, treacherous, reckless,
swollen with conceit, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, having the
appearance of godliness, but denying its power. Avoid such people. For among
them are those who creep into households and capture weak women, burdened
with sins and led astray by various passions, always learning and never able to
arrive at a knowledge of the truth. Just as Jannes and Jambres opposed Moses,
so these men also oppose the truth, men corrupted in mind and disqualified
regarding the faith. But they will not get very far, for their folly will be plain to
all, as was that of those two men. 2 Timothy 3:1-9

"But concerning that day or that hour, no one knows, not even the angels in
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. Be on guard, keep awake. For you do
not know when the time will come. It is like a man going on a journey, when
he leaves home and puts his servants in charge, each with his work, and
commands the doorkeeper to stay awake. Therefore stay awake—for you do
not know when the master of the house will come, in the evening, or at
midnight, or when the rooster crows, or in the morning—lest he come suddenly
and find you asleep. And what I say to you I say to all: Stay awake.” Mark
13:32-37

"Then the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and
went to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, and five were wise.
For when the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them, but the wise
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took flasks of oil with their lamps. As the bridegroom was delayed, they all
became drowsy and slept. But at midnight there was a cry, 'Here is the
bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ Then all those virgins rose and trimmed
their lamps. And the foolish said to the wise, 'Give us some of your oil, for our
lamps are going out.’” But the wise answered, saying, 'Since there will not be
enough for us and for you, go rather to the dealers and buy for yourselves.’ And
while they were going to buy, the bridegroom came, and those who were
ready went in with him to the marriage feast, and the door was shut.
Afterward the other virgins came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ But he
answered, 'Truly, I say to you, I do not know you.’” Watch therefore, for you
know neither the day nor the hour.” Matthew 25:1-13

"And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write: 'The words of the holy
one, the true one, who has the key of David, who opens and no one will shut,
who shuts and no one opens. I know your works. Behold, I have set before you
an open door, which no one is able to shut. I know that you have but little
power, and yet you have kept my word and have not denied my name.”
Revelation 3:7-8

“"For no good tree bears bad fruit, nor again does a bad tree bear good fruit, for
each tree is known by its own fruit. For figs are not gathered from thornbushes,
nor are grapes picked from a bramble bush. The good person out of the good
treasure of his heart produces good, and the evil person out of his evil treasure
produces evil, for out of the abundance of the heart his mouth speaks. "Why do
you call me ‘Lord, Lord,” and not do what I tell you? Everyone who comes to me
and hears my words and does them, I will show you what he is like: he is like
a man building a house, who dug deep and laid the foundation on the rock. And
when a flood arose, the stream broke against that house and could not shake
it, because it had been well built. But the one who hears and does not do them
is like a man who built a house on the ground without a foundation. When the
stream broke against it, immediately it fell, and the ruin of that house was
great.” Luke 6:43-49

No wonder the “sermons” in most of today’s “churches” are so short and often
not even based on the Bible. It's really hard to avoid all of the warnings that
God gave us if we actually READ what He said. When reading the following
passage, remember that light is the opposite of darkness. If we claim to know
God (and the Gospel) but walk in darkness, then we LIE. (1John 1:6, Eph. 5:8-
12)

Therefore, having this ministry by the mercy of God, we do not lose heart. But
we have renounced disgraceful, underhanded ways. We refuse to practice
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cunning or to tamper with God’s word, but by the open statement of the truth
we would commend ourselves to everyone’s conscience in the sight of God. And
even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. In their case
the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them
from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of
God. For what we proclaim is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, with
ourselves as your servants for Jesus’ sake. For God, who said, "Let light shine
out of darkness,” has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of
the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 2 Corinthians 4:1-6

Remind them of these things, and charge them before God not to quarrel about
words, which does no good, but only ruins the hearers. Do your best to present
yourself to God as one approved, a worker who has no need to be ashamed,
rightly handling the word of truth. But avoid irreverent babble, for it will lead
people into more and more ungodliness, and their talk will spread like
gangrene. 2 Timothy 2:14-17

We don't need to live in constant fear of losing our salvation (1John 4:18), but
we don't TEMPT GOD with our horrendous behavior either. Healthy fear is what
keeps us from doing stupid, dangerous things. Jesus illustrated this in the
temptation when He refused to jump off a cliff just to prove that God watches
over us. The temptation of Jesus also showed the various ways in which WE will
be tempted: to satisfy our own desires, to do foolish things that put God to the
test, and to seek riches and power. (Matt. 4:1-11) This is why Paul, James and
Peter tell us to RESIST the devil, and he will FLEE from us. (Eph. 6:11-13, Jam.
4:7, 1Pet. 5:8-10) We don't go LOOKING for a fight, but we defend ourselves
from his evil influence and accusations by standing firm in the faith against him.
Let's DO that!
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