Unity of the Body of Christ
By Tricia Berg

Therefore do not pronounce judgment before the time, before the Lord comes,
who will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness and will disclose the
purposes of the heart. Then each one will receive his commendation from God.
1 Corinthians 4:5

Note: This is in the context of our service to God as His servants. We have
each received different gifts from the Holy Spirit for use in building up the Body
of Christ. (1 Cor. 12:4-11, 1 Peter 2:1-5, 4:10-11, Eph. 2:19-22) God will
judge whether each person has used their gifts selfishly to satisfy their own
desires or if they have shared them as He intended. (Matt. 25:14-30 - the
"talents" were money, but they represent more than that, 1 Cor. 4:1-4, 2 Cor.
5:10, Eph. 4:7-8, John 16:24, James 4:3) We mustn't think of our own service
to God as being more important than someone else's--we're all members of the
same Body. (1 Cor. 12:12-13:13, Gal. 6:3, Rom. 12:3, 12:10, 12;16, Luke
14:7-11, James 2:1-7) We shouldn't criticize each other for how each one
handles matters that are NOT related to salvation or sin, but we are each free
to decide for ourselves according to our OWN convictions as to HONOR the Lord
with our behavior (not as to what degree we feel free to sin against Him!)
(Romans 14) Disagreements in these matters unrelated to salvation (which
salvation ALWAYS includes repentance) end up causing unnecessary division
and discouragement among believers, whereas Jesus prayed we would have
unity. (John 17:11, 1 Cor. 10:17, Eph. 4:1-6, Gal. 6:2-10)

I read an interpretation somewhere that when the Bible says to treat the
dishonorable parts of the Body as honorable (1 Cor. 12:22-26), it means that
we must tolerate those who sin due to their weakness. That is simply NOT
true. What it means is that a person who cleans toilets for the glory of the Lord
(because even the nasty jobs need to be done) is no less valuable as the one
who speaks before kings with eloquence. (Acts 25-26, 1 Cor. 1:26-2:1-5) A
person who is imprisoned for preaching the Gospel is to be supported, not
shunned and abandoned. (Matt. 25:36, Acts 12:5, 2 Tim. 4:16, Heb. 10:34,
13:3) There is nothing wrong with sharing the Gospel with criminals, but that
is NOT what was meant by "visiting Jesus" in prison. That refers to visiting the
one who is being persecuting for His sake, not for something they did wrong.
(Acts 8:3, 16:22-24, Col. 4:3-6, Eph. 6:16-20, 2 Tim. 1:8, Philemon 1:13, 1
Peter 4:15) In this day and age, how many people immediately disown anyone
who is slandered for speaking the truth about God's word? When the world
calls a Christian a hater, don't most people try to distance themselves from that
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person? (2 Tim. 1:16-18, Philippians 1:3-7) It's only going to get worse as we
get closer to the end of this age. (Rev. 2:10) Whoever disowns their believing
brother or sister over such things is actually disowning Christ. (Mark 8:38,
Luke 9:26, 10:16, Matt. 10:40) (This is NOT to say that we should EVER
commit acts of violence, use crude language or dishonor God in any other way
by our behavior--not for any reason. Our motive is LOVE.)

Many people also misinterpret the words about tolerating "weaker brothers."
That is not meant to say that we should treat fellow believers as babies who
don't know better and can't help their behavior. How will they grow in Christ
if no one ever corrects their behavior? No, they should be admonished with
gentleness (and if they refuse correction, then they must be excluded from
fellowship for the good of the congregation). (1 Cor. 5:13) This does NOT
include physically or verbally assaulting anyone, or gossiping about them.
(Titus 3) The context of "weaker brother" is that some people feel convicted
to observe special days or refrain from eating meat due to fear that it may have
been sacrificed to an idol without their knowledge. We are free to decide these
things for ourselves and are not to force anyone to embrace the choice we
make for ourselves in freedom. If they feel in their weakness that it's sinful,
then for them it is. (1 Cor. 8, 1 Cor. 10:23-33. Rom. 14:23) This has
NOTHING to do with approving of, encouraging or overlooking blatantly sinful
behaviors, especially those committed deliberately. (Rom. 1:32, 1 Cor. 15:34,
2 Cor. 12:21) Paul said his concern for the weak and those who succumb to sin
burdened him terribly. (2 Cor. 11:29)

In passages about judging sin by fellow believers, we are told to confront it
gently, in love, and forgive the person who repents. (Gal. 6:1, Matt. 18:15-17,
21-22) We are not to withhold forgiveness (Luke 6:35-38, Eph. 4:32), or
condemn anyone as though we are perfect ourselves (Matt. 7:5), or judge them
for the very same sins we do ourselves (Romans 2:1-24), or fall into the same
sin as they have slipped into while we are trying to restore them to fellowship.
(1 Cor. 10:12, 2 Cor. 13:11, Gal. 6:1) However, if someone refuses to repent,
then we are not to tolerate their sin, as it tends to spread and contaminate the
whole Body and we are meant to be holy and set apart from the world for God.
(1 Cor. 5) If we read the warning of Jesus about not letting the members of
your body cause us to sin (Matt. 5:27-30) in light of Paul's explanation that WE
are members of the Body of CHRIST (Rom. 6, 12:4-5), we see that God does
NOT want us to look the other way when our brothers and sisters in Christ sin.
He wants us to deal with it, with the goal of a healthy, whole Body. (1 Cor. 5,
2 Cor. 2:6-8, Gal. 6:1) The point of confronting sin is LOVE, not to be
unmerciful, but because it IS merciful to bring someone back from straying.
(James 5:19-20, 2 Thess. 3:13-15) The more we correct our own behavior
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while on this earth, the less we will have to fear being corrected when Jesus
returns. (Rom. 14:12, 1 Cor. 4:21, 2 Cor. 10:1-6, 12:20-21, 13:10, 1 John
2:28-29, Matt. 24:42-44, Luke 12:38-40, 1 Thess. 5:1-8, Rev. 3:3, 16:15)

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice. 5 Let your reasonableness
be known to everyone. The Lord is at hand; 6 do not be anxious about
anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let
your requests be made known to God. 7 And the peace of God, which
surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ
Jesus. 8 Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever
is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there
is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things.
9 What you have learned and received and heard and seen in me—practice
these things, and the God of peace will be with you. Philippians 4:4-9

Instead of wondering who anyone else thinks they are to tell others (including
you or me) how to behave or what to care about, let's think about the honor
and glory of the Body of Christ. Because it's ALL about our precious, victorious,
worthy Savior, let's encourage one another to be ready for the His return.
(Psalm 69:9, Rom. 15:1-7) Jesus warned us to OBEY His words by bearing
good fruit and building upon the rock. He warned us NOT to listen to people
who say there is another way (whether that is through another door than Him
or by only hearing His words, but not DOING them). (Matt. 7:13-27, James
1:22-25, 1 Tim. 6:3-5) Let's speak the truth in love so that everyone can
mature in Christ, not shying away from uncomfortable topics like sin. (Col.
1:28-29, Acts 20:26-27) Let’s value the kingdom of God more than temporary
treasures and pleasures. (Matt. 6:33, 1 John 2:15-17) God takes no pleasure
in people who turn back after promising to serve Him, or are cowardly. (Luke
9:62, Heb. 10:35-39, Rev. 21:8) This is not to say that we save ourselves in
any way, ever, but that we deceive ourselves into thinking we are saved if we
still love sin and the world. (Gal. 6:7-8, 1 Tim. 4:1, 2 Tim. 3:12-13, James
1:22, 1 John 1:5-10)

Have you been thinking all along that we have been defending ourselves to
you? It is in the sight of God that we have been speaking in Christ, and all for
your upbuilding, beloved. 2 Corinthians 12:19

Therefore encourage one another and build one another up, just as you are
doing. 1 Thessalonians 5:11

Take care, brethren, that there not be in any one of you an evil, unbelieving
heart that falls away from the living God. 13 But encourage one another day
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after day, as long as it is still called "Today," so that none of you will be
hardened by the deceitfulness of sin. Hebrews 3:12-13

And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and
teachers, 12 to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the
body of Christ, 13 until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the
knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the
stature of the fullness of Christ, 14 so that we may no longer be children,
tossed to and fro by the waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by
human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes. 15 Rather, speaking the
truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the head, into
Christ, 16 from whom the whole body, joined and held together by every joint
with which it is equipped, when each part is working properly, makes the body
grow so that it builds itself up in love. 17 Now this I say and testify in the Lord,
that you must no longer walk as the Gentiles do, in the futility of their minds.
18 They are darkened in their understanding, alienated from the life of God
because of the ignorance that is in them, due to their hardness of heart. 19
They have become callous and have given themselves up to sensuality, greedy
to practice every kind of impurity. 20 But that is not the way you learned
Christ!— 21 assuming that you have heard about him and were taught in him,
as the truth is in Jesus, 22 to put off your old self, which belongs to your
former manner of life and is corrupt through deceitful desires, 23 and to be
renewed in the spirit of your minds, 24 and to put on the new self, created
after the likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness. 25 Therefore,
having put away falsehood, let each one of you speak the truth with his
neighbor, for we are members one of another. 26 Be angry and do not sin; do
not let the sun go down on your anger, 27 and give no opportunity to the devil.
28 Let the thief no longer steal, but rather let him labor, doing honest work
with his own hands, so that he may have something to share with anyone in
need. 29 Let no corrupting talk come out of your mouths, but only such as is
good for building up, as fits the occasion, that it may give grace to those who
hear. 30 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed
for the day of redemption. 31 Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and
clamor and slander be put away from you, along with all malice. 32 Be kind to
one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave
you. 5:1 Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. 2 And walk in
love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and
sacrifice to God. 3 But sexual immorality and all impurity or covetousness must
not even be named among you, as is proper among saints. 4 Let there be no
filthiness nor foolish talk nor crude joking, which are out of place, but instead
let there be thanksgiving. 5 For you may be sure of this, that everyone who is
sexually immoral or impure, or who is covetous (that is, an idolater), has no
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inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God. 6 Let no one deceive you with
empty words, for because of these things the wrath of God comes upon the
sons of disobedience. 7 Therefore do not become partners with them; 8 for
at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as
children of light 9 (for the fruit of light is found in all that is good and right and
true), 10 and try to discern what is pleasing to the Lord. 11 Take no part in
the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. 12 For it is
shameful even to speak of the things that they do in secret. 13 But when
anything is exposed by the light, it becomes visible, 14 for anything that
becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, "Awake, O sleeper, and arise from
the dead, and Christ will shine on you.” 15 Look carefully then how you walk,
not as unwise but as wise, 16 making the best use of the time, because the
days are evil. 17 Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the will of
the Lord is. 18 And do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery, but be
filled with the Spirit, 19 addressing one another in psalms and hymns and
spiritual songs, singing and making melody to the Lord with your heart, 20
giving thanks always and for everything to God the Father in the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ, 21 submitting to one another out of reverence for Christ.
Ephesians 4:11-5:21

Remainder of Scriptures referenced:

Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 5 and there are varieties
of service, but the same Lord; 6 and there are varieties of activities, but it is
the same God who empowers them all in everyone. 7 To each is given the
manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 8 For to one is given through
the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge
according to the same Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another
gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 10 to another the working of miracles, to
another prophecy, to another the ability to distinguish between spirits, to
another various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. 11
All these are empowered by one and the same Spirit, who apportions to each
one individually as he wills. 1 Corinthians 12:4-11

So put away all malice and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy and all slander.
2 Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may
grow up into salvation— 3 if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 4
As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of God
chosen and precious, 5 you yourselves like living stones are being built up as
a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable
to God through Jesus Christ. 1 Peter 2:1-5



As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of
God's varied grace: 11 whoever speaks, as one who speaks oracles of God;
whoever serves, as one who serves by the strength that God supplies—in order
that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. To him belong
glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 1 Peter 4:10-11

So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with
the saints and members of the household of God, 20 built on the foundation
of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, 21
in whom the whole structure, being joined together, grows into a holy temple
in the Lord. 22 In him you also are being built together into a dwelling place
for God by the Spirit. Ephesians 2:19-22

"For it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and
entrusted to them his property. 15 To one he gave five talents, to another two,
to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away. 16 He who
had received the five talents went at once and traded with them, and he made
five talents more. 17 So also he who had the two talents made two talents
more. 18 But he who had received the one talent went and dug in the ground
and hid his master's money. 19 Now after a long time the master of those
servants came and settled accounts with them. 20 And he who had received
the five talents came forward, bringing five talents more, saying, ‘Master, you
delivered to me five talents; here I have made five talents more.' 21 His
master said to him, 'Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been
faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.’
22 And he also who had the two talents came forward, saying, ‘Master, you
delivered to me two talents; here I have made two talents more." 23 His
master said to him, 'Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been
faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.'
24 He also who had received the one talent came forward, saying, ‘Master, I
knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering
where you scattered no seed, 25 so I was afraid, and I went and hid your
talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours." 26 But his master
answered him, 'You wicked and slothful servant! You knew that I reap where
I have not sown and gather where I scattered no seed? 27 Then you ought to
have invested my money with the bankers, and at my coming I should have
received what was my own with interest. 28 So take the talent from him and
give it to him who has the ten talents. 29 For to everyone who has will more
be given, and he will have an abundance. But from the one who has not, even
what he has will be taken away. 30 And cast the worthless servant into the
outer darkness. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’
Matthew 25:14-30



This is how one should regard us, as servants of Christ and stewards of the
mysteries of God. 2 Moreover, it is required of stewards that they be found
faithful. 3 But with me it is a very small thing that I should be judged by you
or by any human court. In fact, I do not even judge myself. 4 For I am not
aware of anything against myself, but I am not thereby acquitted. It is the Lord
who judges me. 1 Corinthians 4:1-4

For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one
may receive what is due for what he has done in the body, whether good or
evil. 2 Corinthians 5:10

But grace was given to each one of us according to the measure of Christ's gift.
8 Therefore it says, "When he ascended on high he led a host of captives, and
he gave gifts to men." Ephesians 4:7-8

Until now you have asked nothing in my name. Ask, and you will receive, that
your joy may be full. John 16:24

You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, to spend it on your
passions. James 4:3

For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the
body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 13 For in one Spirit we
were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and all were
made to drink of one Spirit. 14 For the body does not consist of one member
but of many. 15 If the foot should say, "Because I am not a hand, I do not
belong to the body," that would not make it any less a part of the body. 16 And
if the ear should say, "Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,"
that would not make it any less a part of the body. 17 If the whole body were
an eye, where would be the sense of hearing? If the whole body were an ear,
where would be the sense of smell? 18 But as itis, God arranged the members
in the body, each one of them, as he chose. 19 If all were a single member,
where would the body be? 20 As itis, there are many parts, yet one body. 21
The eye cannot say to the hand, "I have no need of you," nor again the head
to the feet, "I have no need of you." 22 On the contrary, the parts of the body
that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 23 and on those parts of the body
that we think less honorable we bestow the greater honor, and our
unpresentable parts are treated with greater modesty, 24 which our more
presentable parts do not require. But God has so composed the body, giving
greater honor to the part that lacked it, 25 that there may be no division in the
body, but that the members may have the same care for one another. 26 If
one member suffers, all suffer together; if one member is honored, all rejoice
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together. 27 Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. 28
And God has appointed in the church first apostles, second prophets, third
teachers, then miracles, then gifts of healing, helping, administrating, and
various kinds of tongues. 29 Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all
teachers? Do all work miracles? 30 Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all speak
with tongues? Do all interpret? 31 But earnestly desire the higher gifts. And I
will show you a still more excellent way. 13:1 If I speak in the tongues of men
and of angels, but have not love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 2
And ifI have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge,
and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but have not love, I am
nothing. 3 If I give away all I have, and if I deliver up my body to be burned,
but have not love, I gain nothing. 4 Love is patient and kind; love does not
envy or boast; it is not arrogant 5 or rude. It does not insist on its own way;
it is not irritable or resentful; 6 it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices
with the truth. 7 Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things,
endures all things. 8 Love never ends. As for prophecies, they will pass away;
as for tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge, it will pass away. 9 For we
know in part and we prophesy in part, 10 but when the perfect comes, the
partial will pass away. 11 When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like
a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I gave up childish ways.
12 For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in part;
then I shall know fully, even as I have been fully known. 13 So now faith,
hope, and love abide, these three; but the greatest of these is love. 1
Corinthians 12:12-13:13

For if anyone thinks he is something, when he is nothing, he deceives himself.
Galatians 6:3

For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of
himself more highly than he ought to think, but to think with sober judgment,
each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. 10 Love one
another with brotherly affection. Outdo one another in showing honor. 16 Live
in harmony with one another. Do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly.
Never be wise in your own sight. Romans 12:3, 10, 16

Now he told a parable to those who were invited, when he noticed how they
chose the places of honor, saying to them, 8 "When you are invited by
someone to a wedding feast, do not sit down in a place of honor, lest someone
more distinguished than you be invited by him, 9 and he who invited you both
will come and say to you, 'Give your place to this person,' and then you will
begin with shame to take the lowest place. 10 But when you are invited, go
and sit in the lowest place, so that when your host comes he may say to you,
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‘Friend, move up higher.' Then you will be honored in the presence of all who
sit at table with you. 11 For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and
he who humbles himself will be exalted." Luke 14:7-11

My brothers, show no partiality as you hold the faith in our Lord Jesus Christ,
the Lord of glory. 2 For if a man wearing a gold ring and fine clothing comes
into your assembly, and a poor man in shabby clothing also comes in, 3 and
if you pay attention to the one who wears the fine clothing and say, "You sit
here in a good place," while you say to the poor man, "You stand over there,"
or, "Sit down at my feet," 4 have you not then made distinctions among
yourselves and become judges with evil thoughts? 5 Listen, my beloved
brothers, has not God chosen those who are poor in the world to be rich in faith
and heirs of the kingdom, which he has promised to those who love him? 6 But
you have dishonored the poor man. Are not the rich the ones who oppress you,
and the ones who drag you into court? 7 Are they not the ones who blaspheme
the honorable name by which you were called? James 2:1-7

As for the one who is weak in faith, welcome him, but not to quarrel over
opinions. 2 One person believes he may eat anything, while the weak person
eats only vegetables. 3 Let not the one who eats despise the one who abstains,
and let not the one who abstains pass judgment on the one who eats, for God
has welcomed him. 4 Who are you to pass judgment on the servant of
another? It is before his own master that he stands or falls. And he will be
upheld, for the Lord is able to make him stand. 5 One person esteems one day
as better than another, while another esteems all days alike. Each one should
be fully convinced in his own mind. 6 The one who observes the day, observes
it in honor of the Lord. The one who eats, eats in honor of the Lord, since he
gives thanks to God, while the one who abstains, abstains in honor of the Lord
and gives thanks to God. 7 For none of us lives to himself, and none of us dies
to himself. 8 For if we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the
Lord. So then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’'s. 9 For to
this end Christ died and lived again, that he might be Lord both of the dead and
of the living. 10 Why do you pass judgment on your brother? Or you, why do
you despise your brother? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of
God; 11 foritis written, "As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me,
and every tongue shall confess to God." 12 So then each of us will give an
account of himself to God. 13 Therefore let us not pass judgment on one
another any longer, but rather decide never to put a stumbling block or
hindrance in the way of a brother. 14 I know and am persuaded in the Lord
Jesus that nothing is unclean in itself, but it is unclean for anyone who thinks
it unclean. 15 For if your brother is grieved by what you eat, you are no longer
walking in love. By what you eat, do not destroy the one for whom Christ died.
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16 So do not let what you regard as good be spoken of as evil. 17 For the
kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking but of righteousness and
peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. 18 Whoever thus serves Christ is acceptable
to God and approved by men. 19 So then let us pursue what makes for peace
and for mutual upbuilding. 20 Do not, for the sake of food, destroy the work
of God. Everything is indeed clean, but it is wrong for anyone to make another
stumble by what he eats. 21 It is good not to eat meat or drink wine or do
anything that causes your brother to stumble. 22 The faith that you have, keep
between yourself and God. Blessed is the one who has no reason to pass
judgment on himself for what he approves. 23 But whoever has doubts is
condemned if he eats, because the eating is not from faith. For whatever does
not proceed from faith is sin. Romans 14:1-23

And I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to
you. Holy Father, keep them in your name, which you have given me, that they
may be one, even as we are one. John 17:11

Because there is one bread, we who are many are one body, for we all partake
of the one bread. 1 Corinthians 10:17

I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the
calling to which you have been called, 2 with all humility and gentleness, with
patience, bearing with one another in love, 3 eager to maintain the unity of the
Spirit in the bond of peace. 4 There is one body and one Spirit—just as you
were called to the one hope that belongs to your call— 5 one Lord, one faith,
one baptism, 6 one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and
in all. Ephesians 4:1-6

Bear one another's burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ. 3 For if anyone
thinks he is something, when he is nothing, he deceives himself. 4 But let each
one test his own work, and then his reason to boast will be in himself alone and
not in his neighbor. 5 For each will have to bear his own load. 6 Let the one
who is taught the word share all good things with the one who teaches. 7 Do
not be deceived: God is not mocked, for whatever one sows, that will he also
reap. 8 For the one who sows to his own flesh will from the flesh reap
corruption, but the one who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal
life. 9 And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will reap,
if we do not give up. 10 So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to
everyone, and especially to those who are of the household of faith. Galatians
6:2-10
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On the contrary, the parts of the body that seem to be weaker are
indispensable, 23 and on those parts of the body that we think less honorable
we bestow the greater honor, and our unpresentable parts are treated with
greater modesty, 24 which our more presentable parts do not require. But God
has so composed the body, giving greater honor to the part that lacked it, 25
that there may be no division in the body, but that the members may have the
same care for one another. 26 If one member suffers, all suffer together; if
one member is honored, all rejoice together. 1 Corinthians 12:22-26

For the king knows about these things, and to him I speak boldly. For I am
persuaded that none of these things has escaped his notice, for this has not
been done in a corner. 27 King Agrippa, do you believe the prophets? I know
that you believe." 28 And Agrippa said to Paul, "In a short time would you
persuade me to be a Christian?" 29 And Paul said, "Whether short or long, I
would to God that not only you but also all who hear me this day might become
such as I am—except for these chains." Acts 26:26-29

For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to
worldly standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27
But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what
is weak in the world to shame the strong;, 28 God chose what is low and
despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing things that
are, 29 so that no human being might boast in the presence of God. 30 And
because of him you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God,
righteousness and sanctification and redemption, 31 so that, as it is written,
"Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord." 2:1 And I, when I came to you,
brothers, did not come proclaiming to you the testimony of God with lofty
speech or wisdom. 2 For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus
Christ and him crucified. 3 And I was with you in weakness and in fear and
much trembling, 4 and my speech and my message were not in plausible
words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 5 so that
your faith might not rest in the wisdom of men but in the power of God. 1
Corinthians 1:26 2:5

I was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you visited me, I was in prison
and you came to me.' Matthew 25:36

So Peter was kept in prison, but earnest prayer for him was made to God by the
church. Acts 12:5

At my first defense no one came to stand by me, but all deserted me. May it
not be charged against them! 2 Timothy 4:16
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For you had compassion on those in prison, and you joyfully accepted the
plundering of your property, since you knew that you yourselves had a better
possession and an abiding one. Hebrews 10:34

Remember those who are in prison, as though in prison with them, and those
who are mistreated, since you also are in the body. Hebrews 13:3

But Saul was ravaging the church, and entering house after house, he dragged
off men and women and committed them to prison. Acts 8:3

The crowd joined in attacking them, and the magistrates tore the garments off
them and gave orders to beat them with rods. 23 And when they had inflicted
many blows upon them, they threw them into prison, ordering the jailer to keep
them safely. 24 Having received this order, he put them into the inner prison
and fastened their feet in the stocks. Acts 16:22-24

At the same time, pray also for us, that God may open to us a door for the
word, to declare the mystery of Christ, on account of which I am in prison— 4
that I may make it clear, which is how I ought to speak. 5 Walk in wisdom
toward outsiders, making the best use of the time. 6 Let your speech always
be gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how you ought to
answer each person. Colossians 4:3-6

In all circumstances take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish
all the flaming darts of the evil one; 17 and take the helmet of salvation, and
the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God, 18 praying at all times in the
Spirit, with all prayer and supplication. To that end keep alert with all
perseverance, making supplication for all the saints, 19 and also for me, that
words may be given to me in opening my mouth boldly to proclaim the mystery
of the gospel, 20 for which I am an ambassador in chains, that I may declare
it boldly, as I ought to speak. Ephesians 6:16-20

Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony about our Lord, nor of me his
prisoner, but share in suffering for the gospel by the power of God, 2 Timothy
1:8

I would have been glad to keep him with me, in order that he might serve me
on your behalf during my imprisonment for the gospel, Philemon 1:13

But let none of you suffer as a murderer or a thief or an evildoer or as a
meddler. 1 Peter 4:15
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May the Lord grant mercy to the household of Onesiphorus, for he often
refreshed me and was not ashamed of my chains, 17 but when he arrived in
Rome he searched for me earnestly and found me— 18 may the Lord grant
him to find mercy from the Lord on that Day!—and you well know all the service
he rendered at Ephesus. 2 Timothy 1:16-18

I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, 4 always in every prayer of
mine for you all making my prayer with joy, 5 because of your partnership in
the gospel from the first day until now. 6 And I am sure of this, that he who
began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ.
7 It is right for me to feel this way about you all, because I hold you in my
heart, for you are all partakers with me of grace, both in my imprisonment and
in the defense and confirmation of the gospel. Philippians 1:3-7

"Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about to throw
some of you into prison, that you may be tested, and for ten days you will have
tribulation. Be faithful unto death, and I will give you the crown of life."
Revelation 2:10

"For whoever is ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful
generation, of him will the Son of Man also be ashamed when he comes in the
glory of his Father with the holy angels.” Mark 8:38

"For whoever is ashamed of me and of my words, of him will the Son of Man be
ashamed when he comes in his glory and the glory of the Father and of the holy
angels." Luke 9:26

"The one who hears you hears me, and the one who rejects you rejects me,
and the one who rejects me rejects him who sent me." Luke 10:16

"Whoever receives you receives me, and whoever receives me receives him
who sent me." Matthew 10:40

God judges those outside. "Purge the evil person from among you." 1
Corinthians 5:13

Remind them to be submissive to rulers and authorities, to be obedient, to be
ready for every good work, 2 to speak evil of no one, to avoid quarreling, to
be gentle, and to show perfect courtesy toward all people. 3 For we ourselves
were once foolish, disobedient, led astray, slaves to various passions and
pleasures, passing our days in malice and envy, hated by others and hating one
another. 4 But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior
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appeared, 5 he saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness,
but according to his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal
of the Holy Spirit, 6 whom he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our
Savior, 7 so that being justified by his grace we might become heirs according
to the hope of eternal life. 8 The saying is trustworthy, and I want you to insist
on these things, so that those who have believed in God may be careful to
devote themselves to good works. These things are excellent and profitable for
people. 9 But avoid foolish controversies, genealogies, dissensions, and
quarrels about the law, for they are unprofitable and worthless. 10 As for a
person who stirs up division, after warning him once and then twice, have
nothing more to do with him, 11 knowing that such a person is warped and
sinful; he is self-condemned. 12 When I send Artemas or Tychicus to you, do
your best to come to me at Nicopolis, for I have decided to spend the winter
there. 13 Do your best to speed Zenas the lawyer and Apollos on their way;
see that they lack nothing. 14 And let our people learn to devote themselves
to good works, so as to help cases of urgent need, and not be unfruitful. 15 All
who are with me send greetings to you. Greet those who love us in the faith.
Grace be with you all. Titus 3:1-15

Now concerning food offered to idols: we know that "all of us possess
knowledge." This "knowledge" puffs up, but love builds up. 2 If anyone
imagines that he knows something, he does not yet know as he ought to know.
3 But if anyone loves God, he is known by God. 4 Therefore, as to the eating
of food offered to idols, we know that "an idol has no real existence," and that
"there is no God but one.” 5 For although there may be so-called gods in
heaven or on earth—as indeed there are many "gods" and many "lords"— 6
yet for us there is one God, the Father, from whom are all things and for whom
we exist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things and through
whom we exist. 7 However, not all possess this knowledge. But some, through
former association with idols, eat food as really offered to an idol, and their
conscience, being weak, is defiled. 8 Food will not commend us to God. We are
no worse off if we do not eat, and no better off if we do. 9 But take care that
this right of yours does not somehow become a stumbling block to the weak.
10 For if anyone sees you who have knowledge eating in an idol's temple, will
he not be encouraged, if his conscience is weak, to eat food offered to idols? 11
And so by your knowledge this weak person is destroyed, the brother for whom
Christ died. 12 Thus, sinning against your brothers and wounding their
conscience when it is weak, you sin against Christ. 13 Therefore, if food makes
my brother stumble, I will never eat meat, lest I make my brother stumble. 1
Corinthians 8:1-13
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"All things are lawful," but not all things are helpful. "All things are lawful," but
not all things build up. 24 Let no one seek his own good, but the good of his
neighbor. 25 Eat whatever is sold in the meat market without raising any
qguestion on the ground of conscience. 26 For "the earth is the Lord's, and the
fullness thereof." 27 If one of the unbelievers invites you to dinner and you are
disposed to go, eat whatever is set before you without raising any question on
the ground of conscience. 28 But if someone says to you, "This has been
offered in sacrifice," then do not eat it, for the sake of the one who informed
you, and for the sake of conscience— 29 I do not mean your conscience, but
his. For why should my liberty be determined by someone else's conscience?
30 If I partake with thankfulness, why am I denounced because of that for
which I give thanks? 31 So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do
all to the glory of God. 32 Give no offense to Jews or to Greeks or to the
church of God, 33 just as I try to please everyone in everything I do, not
seeking my own advantage, but that of many, that they may be saved. 1
Corinthians 10:23-33

But whoever has doubts is condemned if he eats, because the eating is not
from faith. For whatever does not proceed from faith is sin. Romans 14:23

Though they know God's righteous decree that those who practice such things
deserve to die, they not only do them but give approval to those who practice
them. Romans 1:32

Wake up from your drunken stupor, as is right, and do not go on sinning. For
some have no knowledge of God. I say this to your shame. 1 Corinthians 15:34

I fear that when I come again my God may humble me before you, and I may
have to mourn over many of those who sinned earlier and have not repented
of the impurity, sexual immorality, and sensuality that they have practiced. 2
Corinthians 12:21

Who is weak, and I am not weak? Who is made to fall, and I am not indignant?
2 Corinthians 11:29

Brothers, if anyone is caught in any transgression, you who are spiritual should
restore him in a spirit of gentleness. Keep watch on yourself, lest you too be
tempted. Galatians 6:1

“If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and him

alone. If he listens to you, you have gained your brother. 16 But if he does not
listen, take one or two others along with you, that every charge may be
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established by the evidence of two or three witnesses. 17 If he refuses to listen
to them, tell it to the church. And if he refuses to listen even to the church, let
him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector.” Matthew 18:15-17

Then Peter came up and said to him, “"Lord, how often will my brother sin
against me, and I forgive him? As many as seven times?” 22 Jesus said to him,
"I do not say to you seven times, but seventy-seven times.” Matthew 18:21-22

But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return; and
your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High; for he is kind
to the ungrateful and the selfish. 36 Be merciful, even as your Father is
merciful. 37 "Judge not, and you will not be judged,; condemn not, and you will
not be condemned, forgive, and you will be forgiven; 38 give, and it will be
given to you,; good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will
be put into your lap. For the measure you give will be the measure you get
back." Luke 6:35-38

Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ
forgave you. Ephesians 4:32

You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see
clearly to take the speck out of your brother’s eye. Matthew 7:5

Therefore you have no excuse, O man, every one of you who judges. For in
passing judgment on another you condemn yourself, because you, the judge,
practice the very same things. 2 We know that the judgment of God rightly
falls on those who practice such things. 3 Do you suppose, O man—you who
judge those who practice such things and yet do them yourself—that you will
escape the judgment of God? 4 Or do you presume on the riches of his
kindness and forbearance and patience, not knowing that God’s kindness is
meant to lead you to repentance? 5 But because of your hard and impenitent
heart you are storing up wrath for yourself on the day of wrath when God’s
righteous judgment will be revealed. 6 He will render to each one according to
his works: 7 to those who by patience in well-doing seek for glory and honor
and immortality, he will give eternal life; 8 but for those who are self-seeking
and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, there will be wrath and
fury. 9 There will be tribulation and distress for every human being who does
evil, the Jew first and also the Greek, 10 but glory and honor and peace for
everyone who does good, the Jew first and also the Greek. 11 For God shows
no partiality. 12 For all who have sinned without the law will also perish
without the law, and all who have sinned under the law will be judged by the
law. 13 For it is not the hearers of the law who are righteous before God, but
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the doers of the law who will be justified. 14 For when Gentiles, who do not
have the law, by nature do what the law requires, they are a law to themselves,
even though they do not have the law. 15 They show that the work of the law
is written on their hearts, while their conscience also bears witness, and their
conflicting thoughts accuse or even excuse them 16 on that day when,
according to my gospel, God judges the secrets of men by Christ Jesus. 17 But
if you call yourself a Jew and rely on the law and boast in God 18 and know his
will and approve what is excellent, because you are instructed from the law; 19
and if you are sure that you yourself are a guide to the blind, a light to those
who are in darkness, 20 an instructor of the foolish, a teacher of children,
having in the law the embodiment of knowledge and truth— 21 you then who
teach others, do you not teach yourself? While you preach against stealing, do
you steal? 22 You who say that one must not commit adultery, do you commit
adultery? You who abhor idols, do you rob temples? 23 You who boast in the
law dishonor God by breaking the law. 24 For, as it is written, "The name of
God is blasphemed among the Gentiles because of you.” Romans 2:1-24

Therefore let anyone who thinks that he stands take heed lest he fall. 1
Corinthians 10:12

Finally, brothers, rejoice. Aim for restoration, comfort one another, agree with
one another, live in peace; and the God of love and peace will be with you. 2
Corinthians 13:11

It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality among you, and of a kind
that is not tolerated even among pagans, for a man has his father’s wife. 2 And
you are arrogant! Ought you not rather to mourn? Let him who has done this
be removed from among you. 3 For though absent in body, I am present in
spirit; and as if present, I have already pronounced judgment on the one who
did such a thing. 4 When you are assembled in the name of the Lord Jesus and
my spirit is present, with the power of our Lord Jesus, 5 you are to deliver this
man to Satan for the destruction of the flesh, so that his spirit may be saved in
the day of the Lord. 6 Your boasting is not good. Do you not know that a little
leaven leavens the whole lump? 7 Cleanse out the old leaven that you may be
a new lump, as you really are unleavened. For Christ, our Passover lamb, has
been sacrificed. 8 Let us therefore celebrate the festival, not with the old
leaven, the leaven of malice and evil, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity
and truth. 9 I wrote to you in my letter not to associate with sexually immoral
people— 10 not at all meaning the sexually immoral of this world, or the
greedy and swindlers, or idolaters, since then you would need to go out of the
world. 11 But now I am writing to you not to associate with anyone who bears
the name of brother if he is guilty of sexual immorality or greed, or is an
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idolater, reviler, drunkard, or swindler—not even to eat with such a one. 12 For
what have I to do with judging outsiders? Is it not those inside the church
whom you are to judge? 13 God judges those outside. "Purge the evil person
from among you.” 1 Corinthians 5:1-13

"“You have heard that it was said, 'You shall not commit adultery.” 28 But I say
to you that everyone who looks at a woman with lustful intent has already
committed adultery with her in his heart. 29 If your right eye causes you to
sin, tear it out and throw it away. For it is better that you lose one of your
members than that your whole body be thrown into hell. 30 And if your right
hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. For it is better that you
lose one of your members than that your whole body go into hell. Matthew
5:27-30

What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? 2
By no means! How can we who died to sin still live in it? 3 Do you not know
that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his
death? 4 We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order
that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too
might walk in newness of life. 5 For if we have been united with him in a death
like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. 6 We
know that our old self was crucified with him in order that the body of sin might
be brought to nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin. 7 For
one who has died has been set free from sin. 8 Now if we have died with
Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 9 We know that Christ, being
raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over
him. 10 For the death he died he died to sin, once for all, but the life he lives
he lives to God. 11 So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive
to God in Christ Jesus. 12 Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, to
make you obey its passions. 13 Do not present your members to sin as
instruments for unrighteousness, but present yourselves to God as those who
have been brought from death to life, and your members to God as instruments
for righteousness. 14 For sin will have no dominion over you, since you are not
under law but under grace. 15 What then? Are we to sin because we are not
under law but under grace? By no means! 16 Do you not know that if you
present yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one
whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to death, or of obedience, which
leads to righteousness? 17 But thanks be to God, that you who were once
slaves of sin have become obedient from the heart to the standard of teaching
to which you were committed, 18 and, having been set free from sin, have
become slaves of righteousness. 19 I am speaking in human terms, because
of your natural limitations. For just as you once presented your members as
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slaves to impurity and to lawlessness leading to more lawlessness, so now
present your members as slaves to righteousness leading to sanctification. 20
For when you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. 21
But what fruit were you getting at that time from the things of which you are
now ashamed? For the end of those things is death. 22 But now that you have
been set free from sin and have become slaves of God, the fruit you get leads
to sanctification and its end, eternal life. 23 For the wages of sin is death, but
the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. Romans 6:1-23

For as in one body we have many members, and the members do not all have
the same function, 5 so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and
individually members one of another. Romans 12:4-5

For such a one, this punishment by the majority is enough, 7 so you should
rather turn to forgive and comfort him, or he may be overwhelmed by
excessive sorrow. 8 So I beg you to reaffirm your love for him. 2 Corinthians
2:6-8

My brothers, if anyone among you wanders from the truth and someone brings
him back, 20 let him know that whoever brings back a sinner from his
wandering will save his soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins.
James 5:19-20

As for you, brothers, do not grow weary in doing good. 14 If anyone does not
obey what we say in this letter, take note of that person, and have nothing to
do with him, that he may be ashamed. 15 Do not regard him as an enemy, but
warn him as a brother. 2 Thessalonians 3:13-15

So then each of us will give an account of himself to God. Romans 14:12

What do you wish? Shall I come to you with a rod, or with love in a spirit of
gentleness? 1 Corinthians 4:21

I, Paul, myself entreat you, by the meekness and gentleness of Christ—I who
am humble when face to face with you, but bold toward you when I am away!—
2 I beg of you that when I am present I may not have to show boldness with
such confidence as I count on showing against some who suspect us of walking
according to the flesh. 3 For though we walk in the flesh, we are not waging
war according to the flesh. 4 For the weapons of our warfare are not of the
flesh but have divine power to destroy strongholds. 5 We destroy arguments
and every lofty opinion raised against the knowledge of God, and take every
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thought captive to obey Christ, 6 being ready to punish every disobedience,
when your obedience is complete. 2 Corinthians 10:1-6

For I fear that perhaps when I come I may find you not as I wish, and that you
may find me not as you wish—that perhaps there may be quarreling, jealousy,
anger, hostility, slander, gossip, conceit, and disorder. 21 I fear that when I
come again my God may humble me before you, and I may have to mourn over
many of those who sinned earlier and have not repented of the impurity, sexual
immorality, and sensuality that they have practiced. 2 Corinthians 12:20-21

For this reason I write these things while I am away from you, that when I
come I may not have to be severe in my use of the authority that the Lord has
given me for building up and not for tearing down. 2 Corinthians 13:10

And now, little children, abide in him, so that when he appears we may have
confidence and not shrink from him in shame at his coming. 29 If you know
that he is righteous, you may be sure that everyone who practices
righteousness has been born of him. 1 John 2:28-29

Therefore, stay awake, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming.
43 But know this, that if the master of the house had known in what part of
the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not
have let his house be broken into. 44 Therefore you also must be ready, for
the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect. Matthew 24:42-44

If he comes in the second watch, or in the third, and finds them awake, blessed
are those servants! 39 But know this, that if the master of the house had
known at what hour the thief was coming, he would not have left his house to
be broken into. 40 You also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an
hour you do not expect.” Luke 12:38-40

Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers, you have no need to have
anything written to you. 2 For you yourselves are fully aware that the day of
the Lord will come like a thief in the night. 3 While people are saying, "There
is peace and security,” then sudden destruction will come upon them as labor
pains come upon a pregnant woman, and they will not escape. 4 But you are
not in darkness, brothers, for that day to surprise you like a thief. 5 For you
are all children of light, children of the day. We are not of the night or of the
darkness. 6 So then let us not sleep, as others do, but let us keep awake and
be sober. 7 For those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk, are
drunk at night. 8 But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, having put
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on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. 1
Thessalonians 5:1-8

Remember, then, what you received and heard. Keep it, and repent. If you will
not wake up, I will come like a thief, and you will not know at what hour I will
come against you. Revelation 3:3

("Behold, I am coming like a thief! Blessed is the one who stays awake, keeping
his garments on, that he may not go about naked and be seen exposed!”)
Revelation 16:15

For zeal for your house has consumed me, and the reproaches of those who
reproach you have fallen on me. Psalm 69:9

We who are strong have an obligation to bear with the failings of the weak, and
not to please ourselves. 2 Let each of us please his neighbor for his good, to
build him up. 3 For Christ did not please himself, but as it is written, "The
reproaches of those who reproached you fell on me." 4 For whatever was
written in former days was written for our instruction, that through endurance
and through the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. 5 May
the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live in such harmony
with one another, in accord with Christ Jesus, 6 that together you may with
one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 7 Therefore
welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.
Romans 15:1-7

"Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing but inwardly are
ravenous wolves. 16 You will recognize them by their fruits. Are grapes
gathered from thornbushes, or figs from thistles? 17 So, every healthy tree
bears good fruit, but the diseased tree bears bad fruit. 18 A healthy tree
cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a diseased tree bear good fruit. 19 Every tree
that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 20 Thus you
will recognize them by their fruits. 21 "Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord,
Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but the one who does the will of my
Father who is in heaven. 22 On that day many will say to me, 'Lord, Lord, did
we not prophesy in your name, and cast out demons in your name, and do
many mighty works in your name?' 23 And then will I declare to them, 'I never
knew you; depart from me, you workers of lawlessness.' 24 "Everyone then
who hears these words of mine and does them will be like a wise man who built
his house on the rock. 25 And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds
blew and beat on that house, but it did not fall, because it had been founded on
the rock. 26 And everyone who hears these words of mine and does not do
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them will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand. 27 And the
rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat against that house,
and it fell, and great was the fall of it." Matthew 7:15-27

Then desire when it has conceived gives birth to sin, and sin when it is fully
grown brings forth death. 16 Do not be deceived, my beloved brothers. 17
Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the
Father of lights with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. 18
Of his own will he brought us forth by the word of truth, that we should be a
kind of firstfruits of his creatures. 19 Know this, my beloved brothers: let every
person be quick to hear, slow to speak, slow to anger; 20 for the anger of man
does not produce the righteousness of God. 21 Therefore put away all filthiness
and rampant wickedness and receive with meekness the implanted word, which
is able to save your souls. 22 But be doers of the word, and not hearers only,
deceiving yourselves. 23 For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer,
he is like a man who looks intently at his natural face in a mirror. 24 For he
looks at himself and goes away and at once forgets what he was like. 25 But
the one who looks into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and perseveres, being
no hearer who forgets but a doer who acts, he will be blessed in his doing.
James 1:15-25

If anyone teaches a different doctrine and does not agree with the sound words
of our Lord Jesus Christ and the teaching that accords with godliness, 4 he is
puffed up with conceit and understands nothing. He has an unhealthy craving
for controversy and for quarrels about words, which produce envy, dissension,
slander, evil suspicions, 5 and constant friction among people who are
depraved in mind and deprived of the truth, imagining that godliness is a means
of gain. 1 Timothy 6:3-5

Him we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching everyone with all wisdom,
that we may present everyone mature in Christ. 29 For this I toil, struggling
with all his energy that he powerfully works within me. Colossians 1:28-29

Therefore I testify to you this day that I am innocent of the blood of all, 27 for
I did not shrink from declaring to you the whole counsel of God. Acts 20:26-27

But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things
will be added to you. Matthew 6:33

Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the

love of the Father is not in him. 16 For all that is in the world—the desires of
the flesh and the desires of the eyes and pride of life—is not from the Father
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but is from the world. 17 And the world is passing away along with its desires,
but whoever does the will of God abides forever. 1 John 2:15-17

Jesus said to him, "No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit
for the kingdom of God." Luke 9:62

Therefore do not throw away your confidence, which has a great reward. 36
For you have need of endurance, so that when you have done the will of God
you may receive what is promised. 37 For, "Yet a little while, and the coming
one will come and will not delay; 38 but my righteous one shall live by faith,
and if he shrinks back, my soul has no pleasure in him." 39 But we are not of
those who shrink back and are destroyed, but of those who have faith and
preserve their souls. Hebrews 10:35-39

But as for the cowardly, the faithless, the detestable, as for murderers, the
sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars, their portion will be in the
lake that burns with fire and sulfur, which is the second death." Revelation 21:8

Do not be deceived: God is not mocked, for whatever one sows, that will he
also reap. 8 For the one who sows to his own flesh will from the flesh reap
corruption, but the one who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal
life. Galatians 6:7-8

Now the Spirit expressly says that in later times some will depart from the faith
by devoting themselves to deceitful spirits and teachings of demons, 1 Timothy
4:1

Indeed, all who desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted, 13
while evil people and impostors will go on from bad to worse, deceiving and
being deceived. 2 Timothy 3:12-13

But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. James
1:22

This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is
light, and in him is no darkness at all. 6 If we say we have fellowship with him
while we walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. 7 But if we
walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and
the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. 8 If we say we have no sin,
we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, he
is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all
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unrighteousness. 10 If we say we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his
word is not in us. 1 John 1:5-10
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