| read this brief article today that pretty muclmswip what this blog is about, so I thought | would
share it. This American author lived from 1845-19RA3aving seen some disturbing things written
on the internet where "watchfulness" has been destas seeking out dates to set for the rapture,
and sometimes through the seeking of spiritual e&pees that are not even biblical, the article
below is a breath of fresh air.

Watchfulness!
by George D. Watson

“Behold, the Bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meeh™ (Matt. 25:6).

It is watchfulness of spirit that fills its vesseith oil, and trims its lamp, and keeps ready fatt
long-expected but swiftly-hastening hour when thithe cry that shall ring through the earth!

Watch! Look with Attention!

Watchfulness embraces all the concentrated powetsemtion. It is not only the look of the eye,

even in physical watching, but of the mind andatiections. To watch is to look thoughtfully either

at or for something. Hence religious watchfulnessaly thoughtfulness — a calm, wide-awake
attentiveness to things spiritual and divine.

The word “circumspect” means to look all arouna +#spect the entire circumference. The living
creatures described by Ezekiel were full of eyesghsy could see in every direction. A soul filled
with the Holy Ghost is to spread out its thoughtéds in every direction.

Watchfulness — Love on Picket Guard

To “watch” the way Jesus commanded us, we must theveye of the mind in the socket of the
heart. Unless we love to think on God and the cgroidesus and on constant spiritual progress we
will never make true Scriptural watchers.

A watchful Christian is one whose faculties ar@éled with holy love. He loves to remember the
things of God; he loves to be incessantly choodiagvill of God in things great and small. He loves
to find God everywhere and in everything. If thed@f God is not poured sufficiently abroad in the
heart by the Holy Ghost to arouse and inspiredhalfies, the soul will never be a true watchet, bu
will be drowsy and sleep at its post at the vanetthe bright procession of God’s mercies are going
by.

To hunt for faults is not watchfulness, becaugenbt the act of love. To be meddlesome, to fxy in
things that do not contribute to our well-beingstan people with a cold, critical eye, to be dtart
unfair comparisons is not the calm, thoughtful gaiza heavenly sentinel. Watchfulness, then, is
pure love on picket guard.



Upward, Inward, Outward

Scriptural watchfulness has three directions togtvard to God, inward to our spiritual condition,
and outward to our environment. It is to watch@®wd as David did when he said he watched for
God in prayer more than they that watch for themmg (Psa. 130:6). It is to look with patient,
loving attention for fresh revelations of the cltea of God, of new openings of His Word, of clear
intimations of His will.

It is also a devout and intelligent outlook for tlodfillment of prophecy, for occasions of divine
intelligence in the affairs of men. It is to kedp telescope of holy vigilance sweeping the heavens
of God'’s grace and providence like the wise men ware on the lookout for the star of Bethlehem.
It has been said, “He that notes a special procelenll never lack a special providence to note.”
It is wonderful how people find what they look fand holy watchfulness toward God will find Him
where foolish indifference sees only blank space.

A watchful Christian will keep guard over his owmer spirit. He will notice the uprisings of every
disposition, of the trend of his thoughts, anchef¢hoice of his will, and of his words, and theet®

of his voice and of his manners. He will not onlgteh his actions, but under the swift and beautiful
guidance of the Holy Spirit he will perceive thewessence and spirit that flows out in the actions
and words. This is what the Lord means when Saeays, “Keep thy heart with all diligence; for
out of it are the issues of life” (Prov. 4:23).

Holy vigilance must also guard our environment baan the lookout for the approaches of Satan
in multiplied forms, and keep on the alert for gsiog all evil, and doing all the good we can.
Watchfulness is to see and seize the golden oppbesithat an infinite providence brings to us.
This is the range of the Bible sentinel. It maynsdi&e a tiresome task, but if the soul is flooded
with divine love it will not only be easy but be&laosen occupation of the chastened and sanctified
intellect.

Quietness of Spirit

True watchfulness implies the concentration oftedlfaculties, and a sentinel must watch with his
ears and the sense of smell as well as his eyesaiiah well we need light to see and stillness to
hear. God’s watchers in the darkness of this pteggnneed great stillness of spirit, or they faill

to see the things they are appointed to observay@aristians are so filled with bustle, and noise,
and hurry, and excitement, and fret, and -critigiamd scheming, and talkativeness, they cannot
detect God’s messages, nor the footsteps of thexgdking. Neither can they know what is going
on in their own hearts.

Watchfulness is to become a heavenly habit of timelnit is not an instantaneous blessing, but an
habitual attitude of the mind which we must cho@sel cultivate. This habit of heavenly
watchfulness is the attitude of the soul for megflasus when He comes!



